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HE Hiftory which I have undertaken the ar- 
duous ta& of writing, is interefting to the Public 
in proportion as the events of it involve the inter- 
nal peace, energy, and welfare of this Country. The 
general good of the State is the common point to 
^hich all minifters of all times, and in all circum- 
flances, have always pretended to dired their dif- 
ferent fyftems of meafures ; but there has been with- 
in thefe laft twenty months fuch a variety of events, 
fuch contrariety of judgments, fuch fingularity of 
public meafures, that the mind is nearly overfet in 
tracing the origin, or in calculating the confequences 
of them* No juft conception can be formed, no 
fair opinion can be adopted, no profitable inference 
can be drawn from any even of the leading fafts, 
if taken fingly, and confidered upon the naked 
grounds of their infulated merits. The whole train 
of operiations muft be collected into one view, and 
each link of the chain examined with fcrupulous 
but unbiaffed feverity. The plot of the piece is not 
fo new as the winding up of the catadrophe threatens 
to be alarming. The general utility then of tracing 
events to their caufes, of viewing them in their im- 
mediate efFeSs, and following them through their 
remote operations, becomes in the prefent period 
interefting to the country beyond meafure or prece- 
dent. 

W It 
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It iias been referv^d for tb€ p»Qiihmeat of the 
prefent generation to undergo the fatal experiment 
of reducing the theory of modern philofophy * into 
prafbice. The baneful emanations from Pandora's 
box were but &int preiages of its direful eflTeSis. 
Since the fatal eruption from this philofophic recep« 
tacle of modern doctrines, the political fyftem of 
Europe feems to have undergone a general change* 
The old and true principles are derided, denied, or 
abandoned : new and falfe maxims are adopted and 
fupported. Folly, fear, and malice operate varioufty 
upon the multitude, and in the general alarm and 
confuiion the voice of truth is nearly ftif!ed« 

France had loi^ been the feat of modem {^uto- 
fc^hy; and, unfortunately for that country, and 
for the world at large, its theories had convinced 
but few, of the dreadful evils which its pradice and 
fuccefs have caufed all to lament. The deftru^ive 
infeftion was beginning to fpread abroad, before 
the full effe£U of the grand experiment had been 
completeiy known at home. In the delufion of ita 
vifionary fuccefs, fome infatuated zealots were found 
daring enough to attack the very exigence of the 
Briti& Conftitution, though fortunately they were 
not fuffidcntly aftute to dl%uife theit deiign. Their 
publications produced various effe^s in an unfettled 
ftate of the public mind. To Ibme they reprefented 
the Conftitution as a fyftem of abfurdity and incon- 
fiftency ; to <^bers, of defpotifm and tyranny ; in 
fome they created contempt, in others hatred ; in 
moft they raifed doubts, in all alarms. It is dif- 
ficult to determine whether the progrefs of the evil 

* By tbi« term I mean the aggregate of the doArlnes of 
Rott&au, Voltaire> Diderot» Sec. who, improving upon chetr 
freethinUfig pre^eceflbrSy have devoted their lives to feducin^ man* 
kind into the mockery of Chriftian Revelation^ and the adoption 
of a fyftem of Atbeifm and Licentioufnefs. 

were 
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were more forwarded by the ill judged exertions of 
x&dividttak to oppofe it, or by the itnpumty tirith 
^ich for a time it was permitted to ipread. 

in the early feafon of this political ferment, I ap- 
f^Ued my retired thoughts to an impartial inveftiga- 
don of the origin, nature, and effefts of our Conftitu- 
tion, and in che cool ftudy of her lineaments, form, 
and feature y I traced in her a fimplicity congenial 
with nature, a ftrufture calculated to furvive the 
ravages of time, and a harmony produdlive of every 
human bleffing. 

My admiration begat a love for the Conftitution ; 
and when I beheld her fo rudely affailed by Mr^. 
Paine, I could not refift the imputfe of raifrng even 
|fny feeble hand in her defence. 1 entered the lifts 
clad with no other than the fimple defehfiye ariftour 
of civil freedom ; for fach only is to be found in the 
arfenal {of the Btitifli Conftitution- Yet I beheld 
with aftoniflimeiit and with alarm my feI!ow-com- 
t^tants rufti forth againft the enemy, encumbered 
with foreign arms and weapons, which for the laft 
bappy century had been difufed by Britons. I dread- 
cA the return of thek unruly courfers and fcythed 
chariots amongft their own ranks. And hencetbrth, 
I pledge to my countrymen my moft determined ef- 
forts to exterminate for ever the fatal ufe of thefe 
ami-conftitutional weapons of deftruftion. 

When I lately publiftied the book which I entt- 
. tuled yura Angldrum^ I did it with the immediate 
and dired view of reprefentlng the Conftitution in 
its genuine colours. I deemed no other defence of 
it aeceffary igainft ^ inan who would ridicule it by 
denying its very exiftence. In that work I have 
fully committed rayfelf to nry country upon the 
true principles of its conftitution, and have thereby 
contraded a duty to. maintain atjd vindicate them 
to my lateft breath. 

B 2 Mr. 
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Mn Burke in the year 1770 moft jadicioufly ob- 
ferved ^, " That in the filent lapfe of events, as 
*' material alterations have been inftnfibly brought 
" about in the policy and charader of governments 
** and nations, as thofe vs^hich have been marked 
** by the tumult of public revolutions." That there 
has lately been brought about a material alteration 
'in the policy and charafter of this government and 
this nation, the mod obftinate ])lindnefs alone will 
not dilcovcr, ffec tarn pertinaces fore arbitror^ ut 
clariffimum folem fanis atque patentibus oculis viderefe 
negenu What the ultiipate effeds of fuch alteration 
may be, I will not even h?i^ard a conjedure. I 
l^now too well that the talk of denouncing future 
evils is often dapgerous, generally fruitlefs, and al- 
ways invidious. But a$ far a$ the alteration has hi- 
therto been operative, every man muftfooner or 
later f^e thp events which it has produced ; for every 
man by tjeing fomehow afFefted muft feel their con- 
ftquences, and it tlierefore behoves every man to 
fprrn a Tight judgment upon the^^. Tp this end 
have I undertaken to fubpit to the difpaflionate re- 
view of ?fty countrymen, the fyftem and detail of 
meafures carried on during the l^ft twenty months, 
as the moft importj^nt period of our national exift- 
ence. fn taking up our hiftpry from the month of 
May, 1792, I (hall chiefly reft upqn fuch events as 
may aifecl in their confequenqes the fate of the Con- 
ftftution of the pountry, more than the^dual ad- 
miniftration of its Government : and as this period 
comprifes the time from the publication of my Jura 
Anglorum^ which was a mere expofition of the ac- 
tual ftate of the Conftitution when its veryexiftence 
was called ii^ queftiop ; fo it throws upon me the 
neceflity of examining into the caufes of every ap- 
pearance of deviation in praftice from the theory of 

* Caufc of the prefcnt Difcoptcnts: viz. in 1770. 

thofe 



I 5 1 

thofe principles, which I there laid down as its tnie 
bafis. 

I have always conceived the Britifli Conftitution 
to be founded upon a democratic bafis, the free will 
and confent of the people f : that the monarchy and 
ariftocracy, the other two component parts of that 
Conftitution, are emanations and creatures of that 
original fource of human power : and from this bafd 
alone can I view a monarchy or an ariftocracy either 
take root, or acquire vigour and permanency. The 
democratic part of the Conftitution, which volun- 
tarily for the moft wife and falutary purpofes, fhared 
its power with the monarchy and ariftocracy, will 
cvej feel an intereft in preferving that which it fo 
providently conferred. Hence that admirable equi- 
poife of the three powers, which upholds the ftupen- 
dous ftruilure ; but its origin, foundation, and fe- 
curity reft in the free choice and confent of a free 
people. To weaken but in idea this foundation, 
would endanger, if not overthrow, the moft puiffant 
ariftocracy, and flbake, if not unprop, the firmeft 
throne that ever fuftained a monarch. But thus fe- 
cured it may bid defiance to the rudeft affaults of 
open violence, as well as to the infidious attacks of 
difguifed malice or mifguided zeal. The people' of 
England are too fenfible of the 'bleiEngs of their 
Conftitution, madly to expofe themfelves to the un- 
meafurable evils of a pure democracy; but they 
will alfo preferve themfelves from fimple ariftocracy, 
and from unbalanced monarchy. In the compofi- 
tion of the three, they alone reft their fecurity : the 
experience of ages juftifies the happy mixture ; and 
to perpetuate the equilibrium to the lateft poftefity, 

f Not fo Mr. Burke: who fays, that the democratic and 
artAocratic parts of our Cooftitution arc founded upon the Crowa 
m their ejfential bafis : from the Crown dothey originate, and by 
the energy of that main fpring alone muft they be fet in adion. 
Vid. Appeal, p. 46. 
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it requires but that decree of vigilance in its guar* 
dians, which is neceflary to detedl the defigna of 
thofe who daringly, invade, or tbofe who may from 
ignorance or malice mifreprefent the Conftitution. 

Mr. Paine in attempting to debauch the people 
into the mania of a pure democracy ^ diteded all his 
efforts towards convincing them, that becaufe they 
exercifed not the whole, they therefore poffeffed no 
ihare whatever in the powers of our Conftitution. 
I then flood forward to repel this daring attack, 
merely by dating to the people the rights and powers 
which they had retained to themfelves, and thofe 
which they had delegated to the other two compo- 
nent parts of the legiilature, I then faid, that * 
*' the objed of this delegation of power was, to 
^^ render the diflfolution of government as difficult 
^ as poffible ; and the perfe£^ion of its execution 
^^ was that (lupendous equipoife of power, that rea* 
^^ ders it almoft morally impoffible that one branch 
^ cA the legiflature (hould outbalance another." 

Having ftpod forward to repel the attacks of tbofe 
who denied the exigence of a Conftitution in this 
country, I cannot feel myfelf free to retire from the 
ehallenge of others, who appear to have mifunder-' 
ftood or wilfully to have traduced it. My alarms 
for the public faifety become too ferious, when I per- 
ceive dogmas propagated and countenanced by thofe 
to whom the public look^ up with confidence, which 
go to deprive our CoAflitution of its fundamental 
vigour and peculiar perfection. 

In developing the principles of the Conftitntion 
of England, any obfervation upon, or even refer* 
ence to the actual adminifiratidn of the Goremnrent 
might have feemed irrelevant to the fubjeft. But 
in the application of thofe principles to the fyftem 
of meafuTcs aftually pnrfued within the laft twenty 

* Jura Ang. p. 154. 

months^ 
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montbs, it bec<;fmes indifpeufably neceflary to fpeak 
of the advifers as well a$ the a3ors of the various 
fcenes. 1 know the full extent of my duty to the 
King, of attachment to tb^ Conditution, and love to 
my Country. I mean never to lofe fight of any of 
thefe confideradon$ in the taik I have undertaken ; 
and I now otice for all aflure the individuals whom 
I fl^all have occafion to mention in the following 
Ibeets^ that I intend no perfonal adulation nor cen- 
fure ; but merely to ufe the common right of every 
£Bgli(hman» to difcufs and examine public ads, piib* 
lie writings, and public fpeecbes. 

It is a political apborifm, that to a reSe£Ung peo- 
ple there can be no other partiality for any particu- 
lar minifters, than a convidion of their earneftnefs 
and ability to follow up and fupport the genuine 
principles and fpirit of the Conftitution. Ine peo« 
pie of England are an indulgent and a patient judge. 
Prodigal of their confidence, they are itardily roufed 
at the abufe of it. In their generofity, they feldom 
give to the fcore of malice what the moft indulgent 
candour can refer to error of judgment. But there 
is a moment of misfortune and fuSering, in which 
fimplicity itfelf cannot be mifled. Recovered from 
the fl)ock of a quick tranfition from profperity and 
eafe to difmay and wretchcdnefs, they inquire upon 
refledion, as Memmius did of old, " But who are 
thefe men that have placed themfelves at the helm J?** 
I have a firm reliance upon the cool and deliberate 
verdid of Engliflimen ; and when matter of fad is 
plainly told, the decifion of their judgment will, I 
am confident, receive ei&d. 

Such is the alteration of the pubUe mind fince I 
wrote my late work, that, if I had it now in hand, 

X At qui Unt ii qui rempublicam occupaverc ? Homines feelc- 
ratilfimiy immani avaritiai nocentiflimi} iidemque fuperbiffimi.— 
Sal. <fc.Bd.Jv|f. 

I ihouid 
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I fiiould doubt of the fafety of publifliihgjthofe paf^ 
fages in it, which I (perhaps weakly) then judged 
to be the moft emphatically conftitutional of the 
whole. I fhould probably haVe dropped my prefent 
purfuit : but it is fometimes wife to borrow inftruc- 
tion from our opponent : fas dft ^ ab hofte doceri. 
I fhall therefore avail myfelf of Mr. Burke's juftifi- 
cation for hazarding the attcnipt f . ** It is an un- 
*' def taking of fome degree of delicacy to examine 
•^ into the caufe of public diforders. If a man hap- 
" pens not to fucceed in fuch an inquiry, he will 
" be thought weak and vifionary : if he touches the 
•' true grievance, there is danger that he may come 
*^ near to perfons of weight and confequence, who 
" will rather be exafpcrated at the difcovery of their 
*' errors, than thankful for the occafion of correft- 
" ing them. If he (hould be obliged to blame the. 
*' favourites of the people, he will be confidered as 
" the tool of power ; if he cenfures thofe in power, 
*^ he will be looked upon as an inftrument of fac- 
^' tion. But in all exertions of duty fomething is 
" to be hazarded. In cafes of tumult and dif- 
*' order, our law has inverted every man, in fome 
" fort, with the authority of a magiftrate. When 
" the aflFairs of the nation are diftradled, private 
" people are by the fpirit of that law juftified in 
** ftepping a little out of their ordinary fphere.— 
•^ They enjoy a privilege of fomewhat more dignity 
" and effed, than that of idle lamentation over the 
'* calamities of their country. They may look into 
^^ them narrowly ; they may reafoa upon them li« 
" berally ; and if they (hould be fo fortunate as to 
*^ difcover the true fource of the mifchief, and to 
" fugged any probable method of removing it, tho* 
•' they may difpleafe the rulers of the day, they are 
" certainly of fervice to the caufe of Government.*' 

t Vid. Mr. Burke's ITiougbts on the Caufea of the Difcon-^ 
tents in the Year 1770, pages i and 2. 

It 
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It is a common affertion, that the truth of hiftory 
is only the portion of a fucceeding, and therefore of 
a difmterefted generation. Such hiftory may be a 
faithful portrait of form, feature, and charafler ; it 
may keep memory alive; it may ftimulate ambi- 
tion ; but it cannot regulate, corred, nor improve 
the conduft or principles of the aSors in fcenes long 
fince clofed. In regions of defpotifm, where flat- 
tery or fervility are the prefervatives of exiftence, 
truth may not be found in the mouth of the over- 
awed annalift ; but in the free Conftitution of Great 
Britain, I trufl: trufb may yet be fpoken, truth maj 
yet be publiflied, truth may yet be operative. 

Before I enter upon the narrative of events which 
have diftinguilhed the period of my intended hif- 
tory, I feel it my duty to notice the rife, progrefs, 
arid effefts of certain opinions, fentiments, or preju- 
dices, which appear to have paved the road for the 
whole train of evils which now afllidb our fuffering 
country. 

The year 1789 was remarkable for the moft afto- 
nifliing of all revolutions, that of France. The ge- 
neral impreflion of horror, under which it is now 
viewed by all ranks of people, creates an impoffibi- 
lity to fpeak of it with that temperate precifion which 
the circumftances of its firft year's exiftence might 
have warranted. It will be foreign from my pur- 
pofe to enter into its origin or progrefs. Suffice it 
to fay, that whether the nature or the abufes of the 
ancient Government contributed more to the revo- 
lution, it was principally planned, and has been ' 
uniformly fupported and carried on by men of the 
moft confummate abandonment, profligacy and im- 
piety. It was, however, rather fingular, that Mr. 
Burke, who in his public and private capacity had 
been the avowed and fteady friend of the Revolu- 
tion of America, fliould ftand forth as the firft and 
moft implacable enemy to that of France. His Re- 
C flexions 
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fleflions on the Revolution of France, though writ- 
ten with more than his ufual brilliancy and elo- 
quence, brought forth Paine's Rights of Man as aft 
anfwer, and kindled that political flame of contro- 
-verfy which has been ptodudive of the evils we all 
now forely lament, and pf which no mortal hath yet 
forefeen the end. 

From Mr. Burke's charafter and rank in life, 
from the influence of his opinions upon his fellow- 
fubjefts, it does not feem unreafonable to have 
expefted from him fentiments at leaft confiftent 
with the moft manifefl: and general leading points 
of our Conftitution. To account for any deviati- 
on in his books from thU obvious traft of duty 
I fliall not attempt. If the plea of ignorance catx 
ferve him, he may reft his defence upon it, and I 
fhall content myfelf with having endeavoured to 
expofe and counterafl: the efFeflis of his delufive 
eloquence upon a very great part of this nation ; 
to the efteds of which I attribute the whole fe- 
ries of misfortunes which we now bewail. 

In the enchantments of rich imagery Mr. Burke 
bewilders his loyal reader, and under the warm« 
eft profeflSons of his own attachment to Govern- 
ment he beguiles the unguarded and nnfufpefting 
into principles the moft deftruftive of the Britilh 
Conftitution. Thomas Paine on the other hand, 
taking every advantage of Mr. Burke's denial of 

I the firft principles of civil government, fecured the 

confidence of tht multitude by perfuading them into 
the eafy belief of the true origin of civil power ; he 
had the addrefs to make profelytes of them to unde- 
. iiiable truths, in order to feduce them into the moft 

f mifchievous of errors. 

^ As Mr. Burke's Refleftions upon the "Revolution 

i of France appeared in the year 1790, it will be 

' but candid, in making any obfervations upon therii,* 

to confine (if poflible) our ideas to the previtD-us cir- 

cumftances 
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cumfta&ces of that revolution which could alone 
have given ground for what he has advanced upon 
it. Few perfons, I believe, at this hour think or 
feel upon that fingular event as they may have 
thought or felt at the period of Mr. Burke's firft , 
publication. Without any preienfions to a more 
prophetic or intuitive endowment than my neighr 
hours, I profefs from the firfl revolutionary fymp- 
torn in France to have been decidedly of opinion^, 
vxthat it would end in confufion, deftruftion, an4 
' horror. I Aill profeCs what I then admitted, thai 
the nature of the French Government was in- 
trinfically bad, that the abufes of it were become 
intolerable, and that the political and moral fyftem 
of the whole kingdom called loudly fcnr a general 
reform. Such circumflances muft fupply the fteady, 
peaceful, and in^ftive, as well as the fpeculative* 
turbulent, and feditious, with ftrong arguments, 
' j^uft motive?^ and plaufitle reafons ;-^weapon8, m 
the ha^ds of the profligate and impious fatally de^ 
ftruftive, as in the handte of the virtuous they woukj 
have enfured peace and bleffings to the country in 
the caufe of which they were employed. Thefe fen- 
timents I publicly declared within fome months 
.after the publication of Mr. BniJie's Reflections : t 
" That the general abandonment of all revealed re- 
^' Ugion by the bigheft ranks and armies of France^ 
*' had, more than any other eaufe, been produftive 
** of the piefent revolution,; that it had been 
*^ planned, carried on, and fupported by the moil 
^V avowed atheifts ^nd deifl:s of that kingdom ; and 
^' bad been uniformly difreUfiied and oppofed by all 
" thofe who were actuated by any impulfe of reli- 
** gion or nnorality. The fupp^effion of every reli- 
** gioustinftitufion, the degradation 06 the clergy, 
(^ and the fan^ification of the aihes of Bouffeau ai&d 

^ Q^fc ftau4.hx. tl^ author, pag^ ij, publi^ed 1791. 

" Voltaire, 
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" Voltaire, were the infamous probfs of thefe mc- 
" lancholy truths/' When I make this avowal of 
my own fentiments upon the early ftages of the 
French Revolution, I would not even hint an im- 
putation to others, that their differing in opinioa 
' from me upon the fubjeft involved either folly or 
criminality. 

I conceive many of my countrymen to be fo en- 
raptured with the charms of liberty, that they nobly 
fympathize with every fellow-creature in the real or 
imaginary enjoyment of it. What wonder then, if 
many of them at the dawning of the French Revolu- 
lion, rejoic^ at the ftruggle of a powerful nation 
to throw otf the yoke of defpotifm which had galled 
them for centuries? In faft, had the effort been 
made by men of refpedlability ; had the mem- 
bers of the Conftituent Affembly been true to their 
truft, in following the inftrudlions (cahiers) of their 
cledors; had they not been feduced by the fallacy 
and impiety of levelling philofophers, and philofo^ 
phizing levellers, France probably would enjoy at 
this hour a Government and Conflitution nearly re- 
fembling our own, which would have commanded 
the admiration and refpeft of the univerfe. The 
latter fcenes of this bloody tragedy have unfortu* 
nately confirmed my judgment, and I believe chang- 
ed thofe of mod others, who differed from me upon 
the fubjefl; of the French" Revolution. 

Much elucidation upon this fubjefl: will arife out 
of the refleftions upon the fpirit and conduft of this 
country in the reign of Elizabeth towards thofe who 
ftruggled againft the abfolute, tHough legal and 
long coiiftituted Governments of Spain and France. 
So far from its being then reputed criminal to com- 
mend a republican form of government, or to fym- 
pathize with thofe who were ftruggling to enlarge 
and fecure their liberties, even by force, againft their 
lawful fovereign, that the public and private efforts 
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of this nation were mainly conducive to the final 
cftaWifliing of the Republic of Holland, and to the 
procurine of an honourable capitulation to the va- 
lient defenders of La Rochelle. Nay, fome not 
unufeful obfervations maybe drawn from the con- 
dud of the counter-revolutionary Mr. Burke, in the 
late conteft of our America^ colonies to throw oflF 
the mild government of their parent country. In 
this hard- laboured attempt to juftify his fentiments 
and conduft upon that great ftruggle of the colonifts 
to eftablifli a free and independent republic, he even 
boafts *, that as, *^ they had taken up arms from one 
motive only^ that isy our attempting to tax them with^ 
out their confent ; he certainly never could and nevet 
did wijh the colonies to be fubdued by arms* It was 
furely lefs criminal in an Englifliman to fympathize 
with a foreign nation ftruggling againft the defpo- 
tifm of an arbitrary monarchy, and to exult in the 
fuccefs of their arms againft other foreign powers 
confederated to keep them in their ancient flavery, 
than to juftify the rebellion of his fellow-fubjeds 
againft the beft of fovcreigns, and to wiflifucceis 
to their arms againft the mildeft of governments. 

In reflefting upon the Revolution of France (as 
far as it had proceeded in 179c) Mr. Burke has 
taken occafion to deliver a political code of doftrine 
upon our own Conftitution, which has operated a 
very general (I wifh I could add innoxious) effeft 
upon this country. And, as he obferves himfelf f^ 
** men fometimes make a point of honour not to be 
*^ difabufed, and had rather commit a hundred er- 
** rors than confefs one". So has he in his fubfe- 
quent works followed up, confirmed, and defended 
thefe doftrines, which it remains for me to prove, 
have brought fuch mifchief and evils upon the em- 
pire of Great Biritain. 

♦ Appeal, 38, 39. 
f Letter to a Member of the National AfTembly. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Burke tells ij3, that m writing his Reflet* 
tionsf " he propofed to convey to a foreign people 
*' net his owa ideas, but the prevalent opinions and 
*^ fentiments of a nation renowned for wifdom, and 
** celebrated ia aU ages for a well underftood ^nd 
*' well regulated love of freedom : this w^s th^ 
*' avowed purpofe of the far greater part of his 
^^ work." And he adds, § " It is clear, he 13 
♦^ nqt difavowed by the nation whofe fentiments 
♦^ l*e had undertaken tp defcribe. His reprefe.atatioa 
** is autb^ticated hy the verdift of his country/' 
TTbid is not the firft verdift obtained by dint of elo* 
quence. Mr. Burke has certainly reafon to boaft of 
feiafttce^fe upon this feore; but be gen^roufly waves 
the glory. '' Had bis work, fays he, been.recog-r 
** nized as a pattern for dextrous argument and 
*^ powerful etoquence, yet if it tended to eftabUfli 
^' n^axims^ or to infpire fentiments, adverfe to thq 
*^ wife and free Conftitunon qf thi? kingdom, b^ 
*^ woiald only have €a.ufe to lament, that it poffeffed 
** qaalitien fitted to perpetuate the memory of im 
*♦ offence; oblivion would be the only mej^ns of 
" his efcaping the reproaches of pofterity," That 
Mr. Burke did aQually deliver in his Refle^ioiis the 
opinions and fentiments of the people of England, 
I muft ever deny. That the fentiniei^ts and opai-p 
ens, which he there difplays, were afterwards adopt-^ 
ed by the majority of the people of England, I re*- 
luctantly admit ; for, in admitting it, I behold th^ 
lamentable revival of a fpirit and of prineiplesc foF 
more than a century eftranged from Britain, 

Mr. Burke himfelf has faid, that nothing ^^ wght 
** to be more weighed, than the nature of book? 
** recommended by public authority. Sorfcomm^nd'- 
*' ed, they form the charafter of the age." By tWf 
teft I mean fairly and boldly tp try bis own workst 
He has lately fpoken unequivocally and repeatedly 
upon the nature of our Conftitution } I alfo have 

lately 

t Appeal, p. 3. $ P. +. 
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lately committed my fentiments to the public upon 
the fame fubje£t*. I profefs my principles to be the 
antipodes to his. I muft therefore belietfe, as I do not 
mean wilfully to abandon my caufe^and my rq>taaiiony 
that prineiples fundamentally at variance with thofe of 
my book are fundamentally falfe* Up<Hi their falfity 
or truth lam fairlyat iffue with Mr. Burke.: the 
public will judge upon the fubjefl: ; for, if I am cor- 
red, the difference of opinion, fandioned as it is, 
interefts th^m not lightly f . In fuch cafe, I might 
fay, J l^ion nunc agitur de ve6ligalihus^ non de fociorum 
injuriis : lihertas iff anima nojtra in dubio eft. 

* Letter to a Member, p. 30. 

^ Vid. Appeal, p. 29. 

t Cato's Speech apud Sal. Bel. Catol. 



The 
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T^e DoSirines and Principles of the British Cok- 
STiTUTiON, tfj maintained and fupporfed by 



Mr. burke 



AND The author. 



. The doarine, that the 
fovereignty whether exer- 
cifed by one or many, did 
not only originate from 
the people, but that in 
the people the fame fove- 
reignty conftantly and 
unalienably refides, tends 
in my opinion to the 
utter fubverfion not on- 
ly of all government in 
all modes, and to all (la- 
ble fecurities to rational 
freedom, but to all the 
rules and principles of 
morality itfelf. 

Jppeal^ 56, S7* 



The true and real bafis 
of civil or political power 
or fovereignty which ex- 
ifls in each (late, is the 
original agreement, com- 
pafl:, or contraft of the 
fociety or community, 
which forms that (late, 
to depute and delegate 
the rights, which were in 
them individually in the 
(late of nature, to thofc, 
whofe duty it (hould be- 
come to rule, proteft, 
and pre'ferve the commu- 
nity ; for in them thefo' 
vereignty of power to al- 
ter, change, amend, and 
improve the conditution 
and government of the 
community indefeafibly 
refides. The A£ls of 
4 and 6 Ann. make it 
treafonable, not to think, 
but to exprefs a thought 
to the contrary. 

Jura, 6 1. 157. 



It would be prefumption to fuperadd many ob- 
fervations to the words of the (latute. " If any 
*' perfon (hall, by writing or printing, maintain or 

" a(Erm 
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affirm that the Kings and Queens of this realm^ 
" with and by the authority of Parliament, are not 
** able to make laws and ftatutes of fufficient vali- 
" dity to limit the Crown, and the defcent, inheri- 
" tance, and government thereof, every fuch per- 
" fon ihall be guilty of high treafon/* And I have 
faid in Jur. Ang. p, 164, " la the prefent conftitu- 
" tion of our Government, there can be no Aft of 
** the People which is not an ASt of Parliament, 
" nor any Aft of the Parliament which is not an 
« Aft of the People/' 



All things in this his 
(Dr. Price's) fulminat- 
ing bull are not of fo 
innoxious a tendency. — 
His dodrines afFeft our 
Conftitution in its vital 
parts. He tells the Re- 
volution Society, in this 
political Sermon, that his 
Majefty is almoft the 
only lawful King in the 
world, becaufe the only 
one who owes his crown 
to the choice of his peo- 
pie. This doQrine, as 
applied to the Prince now 
on the throne, either is 
npafenfe, and therefore 
neitjier true nor falfe, or 
it affirms a mofl: unfound- 
ed, dangerous, illegal, 
and unconflitutional po- 
fition. 

Reflections^ p. 16, 17. 



That our Sovereign 
owes his crown and ftati- 
on to the free affent of the 
people, which is the effi- 
cient caufe of every free 
Conflitution, I take to be 
true, found, and genuine 
Revolution doftrine, and 
as fuch was it exprefsly 
delivered by Mr. Locke 
immediately after the Re- 
volution had taken effed. 
*' Thefe which remain, I 
hope, are fufficient to ef- 
tablifli the throne of our 
great reftprer, our pre- 
fent King William, to 
make good his title in the 
confent of the people; 
which being the only one 
of all lawful Govern- 
ments, he has more, ful- 
ly and clearly than any 
prince in Chriftendom." 
And Braflon, after enu- 
merating the duties of our 
King, 



C 18 3 

Kingj fays, " For this end 
was he created and eleil- 

No oii6, who knows Mr. Burke, will believe hith 
ignorant that the principles of the Britifll Conftitu- 
tion are almoft the only free principles of any Mo- 
narchy in the world. No one, who knows him not> 
can fuppofe, that he wilfully traduces the obvious 
meaning of Dr. Price, in order to impofe upon the 
nation. All agree, that BraSon in the 13th, and 
Mr. Locke in the 17th century, neither affirmed 
unfounded, dangerous, illegal, nor unconftitutional 
pofitions, in advancing what Dr. Price has repeated, 
and Mr. Burke denied. 



His Majefty's heirs and 
fticceffors, each in his 
time and order, will come 
to the Crown with the 
fanfie contempt of their 
choice, with which his 
Majefty has facceeded to 
that he wears. / What- 
ever may be the fuccefe 
of evafion in explaining 
away the grofs error of 
fad which ftippofes, that 
his Majefty (though he 
holds it in concurrence 
with the ^flies) owes his 
Crown to the choice of 
his people ; yet nothing 
can elvade their full ex- 
plicit declaration concer- 
ning the principle of a 
right in the people to 
choofe, 



It is very certain that^ 
by far the greateft part of 
the people of England do 
now believe and main- 
tain, that both his prefent 
Majefty and the late King 
William became entitled 
to the fovereignty of this 
Country upon ihofe prin- 
ciples, which from the 
days of King William 
have been called Revolu* 
tion principles ;. not that 
they were formed, given, 
or even eftablifhed by the 
Revolution; but that the 
Revolution was tfffeded by 
them. No Sovereign, in 
faft, from King Egbert 
to his prefeixt Majefty, 
has ever Q wee'/ his Crown 
to 
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choofe, which right is di- 
reftly maintained, and te- 
nacioufly adhered to- 

Refiedions^ 20. 



ic\ any other, than theCs 
identical principles. 

Jura^ 167. 



His Majefty can be little pleafed with Mr. Burke, 
for infulting any part of his fubjefts with the affur- 
ance that he holds his Crown in contempt of any of 
thofe, whofe confent, as Mr, Locke fays, can alone 
make good his title to it, and without whofe con- 
tent his Government would not be lawful. What 
can be fo unconftitutional as to attempt to deprive 
the Crown of its only true and folid bafis ? On what 
other ground will he fecure the throne, but on the 
choice and cqnfent of a free people ? 



It IS far from irapofE- 
ble to reconcile, if we do 
not fuffer ourfelves to be 
entangled in the mazes 
of metaphyfical fophif- 
try, the ufe both of a firft 
rule and an occafional 
deviation : the facrednefs 
of an hereditary princi- 
ple of Government, with 
a power of change in its 
application in cafes of 
extremity, if we take 
the meafure of theoi^ 
at the Revolution, the 
change is to be confined 
to the peccant part only, 
to the part which produ- 
ced the neceffary devi- 
ation ; and even then, it 
is to be effeSed without 
a decompofition of the 
whole 



^ As for all the other 
rights, liberties, and pri- 
vileges, which are com- 
monly faid to have been 
acquired, fecured, or 
confirmed unto us at that 
period, by the Bill of 
Rights, or otherwifc ; it 
appears evident that no- 
thing more was in fad 
gained by the people at 
the Revolution, than an 
exprefs acknowledgment 
or recognition by the 
Sovereign, that the peo- 
ple were entitled to, and 
might for ever enjoy 
thofe rights, to which 
without any fuch ac- 
knowledgment, or re- 
cognition, they had an 
indefeafible title \ not 
coeval 
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whole civil and political coeval and coequal with, ' 
mafs, for the purpofe of but prior to the Sovq- 
originating a new civil reign's title to the Crown: 
order out of the firft for the rights of the peo- 
elements of fociety. pie preceded the original 

Refle6liofiSy 29. ciorhpad upon which fo- 
ciety was formed, and 
the rights of the fove- 
reign were granted by 
the people for their pre- 
fervation. 

yura^ 169. 

If this doSrine of Mr. Burke can be at all un- 
derftood, it implies the groffeft abfurdity and mo ft 
palpable contradidUon. A necejfary deviation from a 
rule imports an impoffibility to obferve it : ^he ac- 
tual deviation then becomes an adl of neceffity : 
that precludes free will, without which neither 
eleftion nor confent can even be conceived. And 
Mr. Locke, who knew fomething of reafoning and 
fomething of the true Whig principles as well as 
Mr. Burke, compliments this very ^ King William, 
upon his making good bis title to the throne, not 
not by the neceffary deviation from the old rule of 
fuccemon, but by his being preferred to it without 
any other right than that of the confent of the peo- 
ple; the only title to any lawful government. 
Swinifh indeed muft be the multitude, that can di- 
geft fuch hulks of argument upon neceffity. No, 
they will ever believe that William the Stadtholder 
was feated on the throne of England by the free 
choice and confent of their anceftors, as his Ma- 
jefty is, and his fucccflbrs will be, by the like free 
choice and confent of the nation. 

It 
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It is indeed difficult, per- 
haps impoffible, to give 
limits to th,e mere ab- 
flraft competence of the 
fupreme power, fuch as 
was exercifed by Parlia- 
ment at that time^ but 
the limits of a moral 
competence, fubjefting 
even in powers more in- 
difputably fovereign, oc- 
cafional will to permfi- 
nent reafon and to the 
fteady maxims of faith, 
juftice, and fixed funda- 
mental policy, are per- 
feftly intelligible, and 
perfedlly- binding upon 
thofe who exercife any 
authority, under any 
name, or under ?iny title 
in the (late. 

Hefledionsy a 8. 



At this moment, thi$ 
principle The fovereigntj 
of power ever didj and 
now does^ unalienably re- 
Jide in the people^ exifts, 
becaufe it is univerfally 
and invariably true : and 
it muft for ever have ex- 
ifted with the fame force 
and efficacy that it now 
does, becaufe univerfal 
truth excludes all de- 
grees. Fron^ this inva- 
riable and ever operative 
principle have arifen 
all the various changes, 
innovations and im- 
provements which have 
at different times been 
effefted in our Con- 
ftitution and Govern- 
ment by the means of 
reformation and revolu^ 
tioq. J^ruy '30. 



This avowal of the aftual exercife of power by 
Parliament defeats the idea of a necejary ^deviation 
from the rule. And Mr. Burke, by admitting 
this only to be a niere abftraSl competence of the 
fupreme power, again flies in the face of the A£t of 
Ann, which never could have made fuch ahftraEl 
competence the fubjed of a pofitive law, and mucli 
lefs of high treafon. 

So far is it from being The public fteps which 

triie that we acquired a were then taken by the 

tight by the Revolution nation were probably 

to fug- 
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to eleS: our Kings^ that 
if we had poflfeffed it be- 
fore, the Englifli nation 
did, at that time, mod fo- 
lemnly renounce and ab- 
dicate it, for themfelves 
and all their pofterity 
for ever. Thefe gentle- 
men may value them- 
felves as much as they 
pleafe for their Whig 
principles; but I never 
^efire to be thought a 
better Whig than Lord 
Sorners, or to underftand 
the principles of the Re^ 
volution better than thofe 
by whom it was brought 
about, or to read in the 
Declaration of Right any 
myfteries unknown to 
thofe, whofe penetrating 
{{yle has engraved in our 
ordinances, and in our 
hearts, the words and 
fpirit of that immortal 
law. Refle&ionsy 27. 



Here Mr. Burke outfoars the highcft flights of 
Toryifm. The idea of a nation pofleffing a funda- 
ipenul right of altering its Government at one time, 
and divefting itfelf of it at another, is truly new. 
Our Revolution then of 1688 not only operated a 
change f by neceflary deviation fiom the rule) in the 
tenure and defcent of the Crown of England, but 
alfo in the very efience oi foetal nature. For as long 
as fociety Ihall laft, there muft be Government, 
ahd whiifi; there is Government, it mufl be in its 

nature 



fiiggeft^d and recom- 
mended by Lord Somers, 
and they certainly were 
not grounded upon our 
having renounced any 
rights at the Revolution: 
on the contrary, they 
were adopted for the ex- 
prefs and avowed purpofe 
of keeping alive the ge- 
nuine conllitutional prin^ 
ciples, upon which the 
right of the people to alter 
the fucceffion andeovern- 
ment was exercifed at 
the Revolution ; and up- 
on the prefumpiion, that 
the Church of England 
could not be brought iii*^ 
to danger by the propa- 
gation or maintenance of 
thofe principles. 

Jura^ 181. 
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nature altcrabk by the community which framed it. 
I fliould be guilty of treafon werd I to deny this of 
the Britiih Government. For to limit the Crown,, 
mnd the defcenty inheritance^ and government thereof, 
as the nation pleafes^ opens every poffible avenue 
to alteration that human ingenuity can devife. 



The two Houfes, in 
the Aft of King WiU 
Ham, did not thank God 
that they had found a 
fair opportunity to affert 
a right to choofe their 
own Governors, much 
lefs to make an eledion 
the only lawful title to 
the Crown. Their hav- 
ing been in a condition 
to avoid the very ap- 
pearance of it, as much 
as poffible, was by them 
conddered as a providen- 
tial efcape. They threw 
a politic well wrought 
veil over every circum- 
ftance tending to weaken 
the rights, which in a 
meliorated order of fuc- 
ceilion they meant to 
perpetuate ; or which 
might furnifli a prece- 
dent for any future de- 
parture from what they 
had then fettled for ever. 
ReJie8ions^ 25. 



The declaration by the 
National Convention, of 
the circumftances, that 
on this occaAon fummon- 
ed them to the exercife of 
their inherent and inde- 
feafible rights, which I 
call the verdia of the 
nation, fo far from be- 
ing calculated to fuppreft 
or diffemble the matter 
of fad, appears to have 
been worded with the 
mod cautious intention 
of handing down to the 
lateft pouerlty a full 
and faithful ftatement of 
the fads, which induced 
them to make, and would 
induce pofterity to ap- 
prove of and fupport 
thefe alterations in the 
Conftitution and Go- 
vernment of the Coun- 
try. They make this 
expofition, or rather 
boaft of the circumftan- 
ces, as tending to vfvify 
and confirm not to weaken 
the rights, which iiwhe 
meliorated order oflteic- 
fefGon 
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cefSon they meant t© 
perpetuate. And the 
Ads, which >they en- 
grafted upon this decla- 
ration, are the ftrongeft 
evidence of our anceftors 
wifties to keep alive and 
aftive the principles up- 
on which they paffed 
them. Jura^ 179* 



Whatever reluftance Mr. Burke may now feel to 
unveil or difclofe the truth of fads and principles, he 
does much injuftice to our anceftors in attempt;- 
ing to fix that imputation upon them. They even 
boafted of the rights they then exercifed ; and per- 
petuated with all poffible caution the precedent on 
which they aQed, not only to juftify their own pro- 
ceeding, but to fandion pofterity to follow the ex- 
ample, in cafe they (hould ever be expofed to the 
Ijke melancholy occafion. They had no other idea 
of perpetuity in the Aft of Settlement, than of eil- 
tailiog the Crown in the Brunfwick line^ under cer- 
tain conditions. And to fay, that this may not be 
opened, or broken in upon, by a future aQ of Par- 
liament, is treafon, by the A£t of Ann, which Aft 
was pafledyir the better fecurity of her Majeftfs Per^ 
fon and Government. 

It would be to repeat a Some perfons may al- 

yery trite ftory, to recall fo formerly have been 

10 your memory all thofe prepoffeffed of the idea, 

circumftances which de- that the Revolution was 

monftrated, that their an aft of ntcejjiiy in the 

accepting King William ftrifteft moral fenfe in 

w^i not properly a choice; which neceflity can be 

bm to all thofe who did taken j and that it never 

not {hould 
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not iHft iA effeS to recall 
Kiag James, Qr to de« 
luge their Country ia 
blood, and a^gain to bring 
dieir reUgion, laws, and 
liberties into tbe - peril 
they iaad jufl: efcaped, it 
was an ad of mcejjity in 
the ftrideft moral ienfe 
in which neceflity can be 
taken. Refieiiionsj 7.^. 



fliQuId fumifli a preqe- 
deat for any departure 
from what they had then 
fettled for ever. Through 
fear and anxiety there- 
fbre, led in thefe prepoi^ 
feffions the genuine prin- 
ciples of the Revolution 
might merge and l)er 
come eictiaguiflied, the 
Nation at different times 
has taken the niofl: ef- 
feflual mesons to perpe- 
tuate the fpirit and prin- 
ciples of the Revqlution 
to their lateft pofterity. 
JuiH^j 180. 



Even alter the abdication of King James^ his 
perfbnal excluiion was not an ad of neceility, but 
of choice and confent. The nation might have 
recalled him either with or without new» (conditi- 
ons. But much lefs was the eledioii pf William 
Prince of Orange an a6l oi^ neceffity* For bow 
or why was^ the Nation neceiStated to give him a 
^fe eftate in the crown, even after the death of 
his wife, when all relation was diflblved between 
him and the crown ; and to open the law in his fa- 
vour to the prejudice olF the proteftant heir at law 
the princefe Ann ? Who without Mf . Burke's quick 
and fertile conception of neceilities, and dim-fighled 
tardinefs to difcover an efficient confent in the 
people, can find out by what fort of neceJHy the na- 
tion pafTed over the iiTue male and legal heir ap- 
parent to the crown, even being praiefiani? Was it 
an aft of neceflity to credit the tale of the warm- 
ing-pan ; or to wrap it up with its contents in a 
politic well-wrought veil? This^in faft wa^ the 

E only 
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only circumftance which pur anceftors did not 
bring forward to the broadeft day-light. Was it 
another or the fame aft of necejftty which colnpelled 
and obliged the nation to compliment the Stadt- 
holder of Holland with a limitation of the crown, 
in default of iffue of the Princeffes Mary and 
-Ann, to the heirs of his body, in preference to 
the prcfent Brunfwick Family as defendants of the 
-Princefs Sophia ? But Mr. Burke bas difcovered the 
ftridkeft moral necejfity ior the Nations making this 
voluntary limitation of the crown to the heirs of 
the body of a Dutch Stadtholder upon any woman 
whomfoever, unqualified even with the condition of 
Proteftantifm. A reluftance to admit of true prin^ 
ciples will always drive to falfity and folly. 



In the famous law of 
3 Car. I. called the Pe- 
tition of Right, the Par- 
liament fays to the King, 
Your fubjefts have inhe- 
rited this freedom, claim- 
ing their franchifes, not 
on abftraa principles as 
the rights of men^ but as 
the rights of Englifli- 
men, and as a patrimony 
derived from their fore- 
fathers. Selden and the 
other profoundly learn- 
ed men, who drew this 
petition of right, were as 
well acquainted, at lead 
with all the getieral. prin- 
ciples concerning the 
rights of men« as any of 
their difcourfers in our 
pulpit's 



By the Bill of Rights, 
the Nation aflerts gene- 
rally that abufes and en- 
croachments were made, 
or attempted by the 
Crown in open and di- 
refl: violation of the an^ 
cient and indefeaftble rights 
of the people.^ And there- 
fore ithe operative part of 
that ftatute, which re- 
lates to thofe rights and 
liberties^ does not enafl: 
any thing new by way of 
grant, or even confir-^ 
mation of thofe rights 
and lib^ties to the peo- 
ple; but It confifts of 
, thefe Angular words : 
They do claims demand^ 
and injijl upon all and 
fingul»i: 
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{>ul^its or on your tri- iingular the premifes zt 

bune. their undoubted rights and 

Refledidnsj 46. liberties. jfura^ 193. 



What abfurdity Mr. Biirke would impofe upoa 
the public by this argument, I cannot fevcn con- 
jcfture. Would he have Englijhmen claim Englijh 
liberties, as the rights of man, or even focial man, 
which are common to all mankind and not pecu« 
liar to Engliihmen ? I defy Mr. Burke's ingenuity 
and eloquence to frame a more pointed, concife, 
and abfolute claim (even upon abftraft principles) 
than this of our anceftors' claim of their fundamen- 
tal rights and liberties. Their preface is, that 
their monarchs had heretofore encroached upon* 
them. Their claim : We claims demand^ and infift 
upon the premifes as our undoubted rights and liber-^ 
ties. 



The ceremony of ca- 
fliiering Kings, of which 
thefe gentlemen talk fo 
much at their eafe, can 
rarely if ever be per- 
formed without force. It 
then becomes a cafe of 
war and not of conftitu- 
tion. Laws are command- 
ed to hold their tongues 
amongfl: arms ; and tri- 
bunals fall to the ground 
with the peace, they are 
no longer able to uphold. 
The Revolution of 1688 
wiks obtained by a juft 
war J in the only: cafe, 
in 
E 



Since the firft inftitu- 
tion of civil or political 
government upon earth, 
there never exifted, in 
ray opinion, an inftance 
in which the tranfcenden- 
cy of this fovereign right 
in the people was fo clear- 
ly demonftrated, as in 
our Revolution of 1688 ; 
for in that temporary 
diffolution of Govern- 
ment, which was occa- 
fioncd by the abandon- 
ment or dereliftipn of it 
by the executive pow^r, 
the people in reality and 
^ pradice 
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in which any war, and 
much more a civil war, 
can be juft. 

Refleilionsj 43. 



pradice carried ^ir 
rights to an eztept £ir 
beyond the ipeculative 
allowances of the mod 
unconfined theorifts. 

Juray ig%i 

What is obtained by war, is acquired by conqueft* 
Mr. Locke did not look up to conqueft for a good 
title to King William. And Mr. Burke cannot be 
ignorant, that Parliament ordered even a bilhqp'g 
book to be burnt, for teaching that King William's 
right to the throne had been acquired by con* 
quell. 



The fpeculative line 
of demarcation, where 
obedience ought to end, 
and refiftance muft be- 
gin, is faint, obfcure and 
not eafily definable. It 
is not a fingle ad, or a 
fingle event, which de- 
termines it. 

" TtQnsj 43. 



In the Englifli Confti« 
tuf ion, the power of the 
Sovereign or King is 
confined or limited to 
that of the law : beyond 
this limitation the very 
relation ceafes : confe- 
queiitly where there is 
no King nor Sovereign, 
there the paffive obedi- 
ence and nonrefiftance 
of the fubjed to him is 
out of the queftion, as 
is felf*evident. 

Juray 473- 



Here isr an open and unequivocal revival of the 
dodrine of paffive obedience and non-refiftance. 
ft can only have effed in abfolute monarchies. 
(Jut. Ang^ 47''0 "In regal Governments was 
*^ this d^rine engendered, foftered and reared; 
^^ and wfa^i our Kings wiflied or attempted 10 
^^ mred themfelvt;s into regal arUtrary fovereigns, 

they 
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<« th6y attempted at the fame tJme to tranfplant 
** it into this G<^untry." Woe unto fuch attempts 
by fovcreigns or febjefts ! 



Thofe who trace the 
King's fovereignty froin 
the immediate appoint- 
ment of the commtmity, 
trndervalue and contemn 
the people, in propor- 
tion, as they fubftraft 
from the majefty of their 
appointee : for the rcfu- 
fal of the abfolute honors 
to the prince, is the dif- 
avowal of the relative 
honoOT to the people. 
I ffiall therefore here- 
after confider the fub- 
miffidn and refped due 
from the fobjeft to the 
fovereign as a civil duty 
and obligation, which 
every member of the 
community is indifpenfa- 
bly obliged to perform 
under the penalties which 
the State has annexed 
to the crime of high 
treafon. 



Here Mr. Burke diffembles no longer his doc- 
trines; he is explicit, and formally fubjefts both 
houfes of Parliament to the abfolute and fole will 
of the King. The Nation can only ad^coUeaive- 
ly through their reprelentatives in Parliament; 

and 



Kings in one fenfe 
are the fervants of the 
jieople, becaufe theit* 
potvet has no other ra^ 
tionai end, than .that of 
the general advantage: 
but it is not true, that 
tliey are in the ordinary 
fenfe (by our Co'nftitu- 
tion at lead) any thing 
Eke fervants ; the ef- 
fence of whofe fituation 
is to obey the commands 
of fome other, and to be 
removeable at pleafure. 
But the Xing of Great 
Britain obeys no other 
perfon ; all other perfons 
are Individually, and 
ioUeSively too under him, 
and owe to him a legal 
obedience. 

Reflexions J \i. 



V. 
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and if they colleftively owe the King a legal ob^-^ 
dience, then iijiay he impofe law upon them : the 
confequences of fuch dodrincl are rather ferious 
both to the King and People* 

Unqueftionably there The inherent rights 

was a revolution in the and incumbent duties of 

perfon of King William, individuals and of the 

a fmall and temporary community, of which I 

deviation from the ftriO: have before fpoken, will, 

order of a regular here- when candidly viewed, 

ditary fucceffion : biit it I hope, AifEciently juftify 

is againft all genuine and for ever eftablifli the 

principles of jurifpru- principles upon which our 

dence to draw a princi- anceftors effefted the Re- 

ple from a law made in volution, and their pofte- 

a fpecial cafe, and re^ rity to this day cherifli 

garding an individual and fupport it in its con- 

perfon* fequences and effeds. 

Reflexions, 23. J^f^^^ 193* 

What Mr. Burke calls a temporary /mall deviation, 
was the mod arbitrary, wide, voluntary fe'ttlement 
that ever was made of a crown. Extinguifliing the 
legal rights of an unoffending unheard infant, giv- 
ing rights to a ftranger who had neither claim nor 
pretenfions, and not only impofing a condition on 
the tenure of the crown which depended upon the 
imcontroulable obligation of fubmitting the under- 
ftanding of the Sovereign to the revelations of reli- 
gion, but alfo precluding the old line of fucceffion 
from the very poffibility of holding their ancient 
inheritance, by conforming with the condition of 
its prefent tenure. I wonder not that Mr. Burke's 
antagonifts denominate him truly an unprincipled 
Whig, who can difcover no principle in our Revo- 
lution of 1688. 

I believe. 
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• I believe. Sir, that 
many on the Contipent 
altogether miftake ithe 
condition of a King of 
Great Britain. He is a 
real King,, and not an e^' 
4cutive officer. If he will 
noftrouble himfclf with 
contemptible details, nor 
wifli to degrade himfelf 
by becoming a party in 
little fquabbles, I am far 
from lure, that a King of 
Great Britain, in what- 
ever concerBS him as a 
King, or indeed as a ra- 
tional man, who com- 
bines his public intereft 
with his perfonal fatif^ 
fadion, does not poflefs 
^ more real, folid, ex* 
tenfive power, than the 
King of France was pof- 
feffed of before this 
miferable Revolution. 
The direft power of the 
King of England is con- 
fiderable. His indircft 
and far more certain 
power is great indeed* 
l,etter to a Member^ 67. 



I have already given 
you to underftand that 
there is a very noted 
fentence, a favourite 
maxim or rule in the 
civil law : " That which 
pleafes the prince has 
theeffeaofalaw." The 
laws of England admit 
of no fuch maxim, or 
any thing like it. A 
King of England does 
not bear fuch a fway 
over his fubjeds as a 
King merely^ but in a 
mixt political capacity: 
he is obliged by his co- 
ronation oath to the ob- 
fervance of the laws, 
which fome of our Kings 
have not been able to 
digeft, becaufe thereby 
they are deprived of that 
free exercife of domi«> 
nion over their fubjeds 
in that full extenfive 
manner, as tbofe Kings 
have, who prefide and 
govern by an abfolute re- 
gal power; who, in pur- 
fuaqce of the laws of 
their refpeflive king- 
doms, in particular the 
civil law and of the a- 
forefaid maxim, govern 
their fubjefts, change 
laws, enad new ones, 
inflid: punifhments, and 
impofc 



impofe taxes at their ff ee 
wiU atul pleafure, and 
determine fuits at law 
whfn and as they think 
fit. Jurui^ 319, quoted 
from Foriefcue. 

Here are two »ew paradoxes for the folutidn of 
Mr. Burke's difciples : I profefs myfelf inadequate 
to their folution. I know 110 power iQ the Crown 
which the Conftitution does not ^ve and recog- 
nize ; and which muft therefore be direSi ami 
pofitive. Much lefs do I conceive that an indired; 
power proceeding from an unknown or unavowed 
caufes ibould be more certain than the 4ired pow^ 
which all know and ail acknowledge. But with 
forrow and indignation dp I hear Mr. Burke boift 
of the unbounded effefbs of any power in our Crown. 
I have been in the old-f;^(hioned habtt of placing 
the fecurity both of king and fubjed in the djtreil 
limited power of the Crown. This contraft of the 
abfolute government of France againfl the limited 
monarchy of England by Fortefcue is boldly in- 
verted by Mr. Burke, who thinks, I preAime, the 
legiflative power in the individual to be the necef- 
fary fupport of a modern king of England,, to whom 
the nation colledively owes a legal obedience* 

It ha? been the mif- Wherever mifrcpre- 

fortune and not the glo- fentation of truth has 

ry of this age, thatevery exifted, and that mifre- 

thing is to be difcuiTed. prefentation has been 

{Reft. p. 17) The Britifli Attended with perni- 

Conftitution may have cious confequences, dif- 

its advantages pointed cuffion alone can cure 

out to wife and refleft- the evil. I openly avow 

ing minds : but it is of this to be the intent of 

too high ah order of ex» my making this publi- 

cellence cation ; 
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cellence to be adapted 
to thofe which are com- 
mon. It takes in too 
many views, it makes 
too many combinations 
to be fo much as com- 
prehended by ihaliow 
and Aiperficial under- 
Handings. Profound 

thinkers will kaow it 
in its reafon and fpirit. 
The lefs enquiring will 
recognize it in their feel- 
ings and their experi- 
ence. Appeal J 113. 



cation; and with this 
view am I induced to 
make the moft public 
and unequivocal profef- 
fion of thofe principles 
which have engendered, 
nurtured and maturated 
our Conftitution, and 
which, if ftriftly ad- 
hered to, niuft ever pre- 
ferve it in full vigour, 
and fo perpetuate it to 
the lateft pofterity. I 
am very far from wifli- 
ing to draw a veil over 
the principles which juf- 
tified the alterations in 
the Conftitution of our 
Government at the Re- 
volution. 'Jura^ 168. 



This veiling and myfterious principle of Mr. 
Burke tends fir ft to blind, then to irritate, and 
finally to miilead the multitude. The knowledge 
of their rights will encourage them to preferve 
them. If thf y be ignorant of what they have, 
they will attempt to acquire what they are not en- 
titled to. And hence the cataftrophe of diforder 
and confufion. Mr. Burke did not always fee 
through that hazy mift which now dims his fight* 
He could formerly fee, that • " In all difputes 
** between the people and their rulers, the pre- 
^^ fumption was at leaft upon a par in favour of 
^* the people. Experience may perhaps juftify 
** me in going further : Where popular difcon- 
" tents have been very prevalent, it may be well 

^ Thoughts on the Caufe of the prefent DircoDtent«> fub niit. 
F affirmed 



^ 
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•' affirmed and fupported, that there has been ge- 
" nerally fomething found amifs in the Conftitu- 

* •* tion, or in the conduft of Government. The 

*' people have no intereft in diforder. When they 

^ '* do wrong it is their error, not their crime. 

^ " But with the governing part of the ftate, it is far 

^ " otherwife. They certinly may aft by ill defign, 

*' as well as by miflake/' The confirmation of 
ignorance is a very new mode of correfting error. 

Upon the publication of Mr. Burke's book, the 
readinefs, if not avidity, with which the majority 
of the country imbibed his principles was as afto- 
nifhing to the obferver as it was alarming to the 
reafoner upon the confequences. The firfl; fruits 
of his extraordinary political miflion were truly 
fuperabundant : the harveft returned a hundred 
fold ; and if the purity of his zeal could admit it, 
we (hould pardon the emotion of vanity that the 
number and quality of his profelytes might raife 
in his breaft. He had the addrefs, or the power^ 
or the good or the bad fortune to feduce the 
public into the conviftion, that every variance of 
opinion upon rhe policy or propriety of every mea- 
fureof Adminiftration became the unequivocal and 
irrevocable teft of ^oftility or enmity to the Britilh 
Conftitution: hereby atten>pting from henceforth 
to divide the nation into two patties, which he dif- 
criminated by the new and emphatical appellations 
of modern and ancient Whigs. His own words will 
bed explain the meaning of the terms. * " The 
*' modern Whigs in Parliament, who are fo warm 

^ " in condemnation of Mr. Burke and his book, 

^* and of courfe of all the principles of the ancient 

\ •* Conftitutional Whigs of this country." In de- 

.'^ (iance however of this fulminating bull of excom- 

munication againft all the diffenters from Mr. 
Burke and his book and his j[>rinciple«, Ibine ftfvr 

* Appeal, 95. 

* who 
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who dared exprefs their diflent and proieft againfl: 
theoj, flood firm to the principles of the ancient 
Cpnftitutional Whigs of this kingdom. They were 
not the larger, birt time and reafon and events 
will ftiew whether they were not the founder part 
of the comm^unity. 

The moft ftupendous powers of Mr. Burkc*s 
eloquence were now experienced in the fudden 
and general fubmiffion of the nation to his new 
political paradoxes: henceforth the whole fyftem 
of meafures began to be dirqfted by the newly 
acquired fpirit of this regenerated fyftem. It wilt 
be fcarcely credice'd by pofterity, that at the clofe 
of the i8th century, the condemnation of Mr. 
Burke and of his book upon the Revolution of 
France, and of his principles, became in the eyes 
of the Britifh Nation the teft of turbulence, fac- 
tion and fedition. The man, who can talk of a 
Jwinijh multitude becaufe it is illiterate, who fets 
his face againft the reformation of all abufes in 
Government, and hazards doiftrines pointedly de- 
ftruftive of the genuine principles of the conftitur 
tional Whigs of this kingdom, may well be ex- 
pefted to perfecute with unrelenting rigour the dif- 
ferent focieties that had been eftablifhed under the 
denominatioris of Friends of the People, Friends 
to a parliamentary Reform, or the Liberty of the 
Prefs, and the Whig and other Clubs for conftitu- 
tional information. All thefe together with the 
non-approvers of Mr, Burke and his book, are 
promifcuoufly involved in the general anathema^ 
exterminated from the pale , of the Conftitution, 
and prpfcribed as her avowed and determined ene- 
mies. Such was the enthufiafm of this hew and 
numerous coalition, fuch their confidence in their 
newly acquired ftrength, that policy and prudence 
were not even attended to. Inftead of feparating 
and dividing their opponents, they fooli(hly in- 
^r^afed their numbers, • by connecting all the male- 

F 2 contents 
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contents of the kingdom in one common caufe of 
oppofition to themfelves, and of courfe as Mr. 
Burke fays, io all the principles of the ancient Confti^ 
iutional Whigs of this country. I carry not my fcepti- 
cifm to the height of thole, who have denied the ex- 
iftence of any enemies to our Conftitution amongft 
us. Such I hold every man, who adopts the leveU 
ling dodkrines of Paine, and every man, who fup- 
ports the fpirit of arbitrary power : fuch I hold 
every man, whether he attempts to eftablifli in this 
country a pure republic or an abfolute monarchy : 
but fuch I do not hold every man, who is a friend 
of the people, or a friend to parliamentary reform, 
or to the liberty of the prefs, or a member of the 
Whig club, or pf the Society for procuring con- 
flitutional information. 

Minifters fhould be more fully and more prac- 
tically convinced than other men, that there is a 
tenacious quality of adhefion in all popular dif- 
contents, by which they entwine and incorporate 
upon approximation. At this hour there was a 
ferious call upon them. To prevent the increafing 
union and confequently ftrength of the male-con- 
tents. This could only be effefted by difengaging 
from the general caufe of murmur all thofe, who 
really had originally and who might then ftill re- 
tain diflFerent wiflies from others, who aimed at the 
total fubverfion of the prefent eftablifhment. The 
nation would then have known who were friends, 
and who enemies to the Conftitution. Then would 
have ceafed the artful, but wicked and mifchievous 
fyftem of confounding a wiQi to reform the popu- 
lar reprefentation in parliament with that of fub- 
verting the Conftitution: of viewing all exertions 
to correft the abufes, as fo many attempts to deftroy 
the principles of Government ; and of reprefenting 
love and friendfliip for the people, as incompa- 
tible with refpedl and loyalty for the fovcreign. 

No 
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Ko human inftitution can be brought to that dc- 
gree of perfeftion, that it fhall not at times require 
fome amendment and improvement; and plain 
reafon (hews us, that thofe are ever the mod 
fincereiy attached to the inftitution, who are moft 
forward to amend and improve il» as its defeds, 
abufes or vices ihall appear. There canooc furely 
be fo feafonable, fo proper, fo neceflkry « time to 
apply the remedy, as when the difeaie threatens 
to attack the vital parts and become infedious. I 
have heretofore faid that • " to prove that any 
** human inftitut^on has attained its tie plus ultra 
** of perfeftion, is to produce internal evidence 
** of a radical deficiency or vice in the fyftem; 
** and to prove a continued progrefs in the melio- 
*^ ration or improvement of a fyftem is conclufivc 
^* evidence, that the ground-work of the fuper- 
** ftrudure is in its nature firm and permanent. I 
** have endeavoured to trace and mark the ad- 
. ** vances which our Conftitution has been gra- 
** dually making, fince its firft inftitution, towards 
** the perfedion of civil liberty ; and in this pro- 
** grefs do we find the fureft earneft of future im-.- 
" provements, as the exigencies of times and cir- 
" cumftances (hall require them." 

It was in the dired fpirir of Mr. Burke's fweep- 
ing anathema, that every idea, every wi(h, every 
attempt to reform the reprefentation of the people 
in parliament, or to befriend the general rights of 
the people, from which alone has arifen the Briti(h 
Conftitution, has been holden out, as an intention, 
defign, and eflfort to fubvert and annihilate it. To 
condemn Mr. Burke and his book, became a re- 
nunciation of Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights ; 
to refift the principle of arbitrary and abfolute 
power over the people, was the war-whoop of re- 

» ♦ Jum Apg. p. 609. 

bellion ; 
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beHion ; and a good wifh to the happy eftabKfii- 
Hoent of a belter older of things in France, was aa 
unequivocal determination to overthrow the whole 
fyftem of our prefent eftabliChment. To the jnagi* 
cal charms, or overbearing powers of Mr. Burke*& 
eloquence the whole natioa almoft, for a tinxe, 
bowed (toivn a»d fubmitted« But I ftill boaft of 
the relu£^nce' and indignation, with which I ev^r 
beheld him wave on his triumphant pennajut, the 
t3Do confident device, '^i nm eft fro nobU contrck 
fatriam efu Such however, for the (ill-fated) 
jBioment, was the mark of the beaft. Whether 
Thomas Paine would level all diftindions, Mr. 
Fox propagate his ideas of a revolutionary Whig, 
Mr* Erfeine ftand up for the rights of juries, or^ 
Mr. Grey promote a parliamentary reform, they 
were all equally confounded in the condemnatioa 
of Mr. Burke and his book, and of courfe equally 
involved in the condemnation of all the principles 
of the ancient conftitutional Whigs of this country. 
Though the dreams of Britons may be general, 
they are tranfient, and their waking refleftions will 
do away the delufion. 

The fpirit of a fyftem of Government is not only 
to be read in the fpecific ads of an Adminiftra- 
tion, but it pervades and direSs every meafure 
which the country, under its influence, purfues 
and adopts. In this mifguided fpirit of attribute 
ing the whole difafters of the country to the wilbes 
and exertions of the friends of the people, and the 
promoter^ of a parliamentary reform, we have be« 
bolden parochial meetings throughout the king- 
dom, eftabliflied, as their refolutions generally 
run, to preferve them/elves againft the horrid attempts 
rf daring and feditious men, who under the /pecious 
pretence of reformation, wijh tofubvert the Conftiiutian 
^nd Government of the country. To fuch of you, my 
countrymen, who now fee> or who ever have feen 

the 
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, the ncceffity of fuch a reform, who now are exert- 
iog, or who ever have exerted yourfelves in bring- 
ing it to bear, I apply, whether you now have, or 
ever had a wi(h» intention, or defign to overturn 
the Conftitution, or annihilate the Government of 
the country. If on the contrary, you wifli and 
expeft that the Conftitution fliould receive ftrength 
and vigour from the adoption of the meafure, in 
what fpirit, in what principle do you vary from 
him who brought three feveral motions to attain 
this great end before parliament, and the third of 
them, when he was, as he ftill is, at the head of 
his Majefty's councils ? Enemies to their country 
are liable to, and ought to be made to feel, the 
full feverity of the laws. Would not more timely 
rigour towards ftatc delinquents have diminifiied 
the difcontents which ftill fubfift in the nation? 
If it were not unconftitutional, if it were not fedi- 
.tious, but if it were commendable and patriotic 
to bring motions into the Houfe of Commons for 
aboliihing the corruption of our popular reprefen- 
tation, what fpecious reafoning, what ftate impo- 
fitioh fliall convince you, that to meet with a view 
and intention of following up the fame obje£l is 
to convene upon purpofes of fedition and tumult ? 
If the end of your meeting be cdnftitutional, your 
aftual affemblage is legal. Free thoughts upon 
political fubjefts are congenial with the fpirit of 
. a free Conftitution : they are conducive to its pre- 
fervation ; they are effential to its exiftence. The 
prefent perfedion of our Conftitution was not ef- 
fefted by one government nor in one century : it 
boafts the tranf^endant peculiarity of gradual and 
diftant progreffive formation. 

Throw your eyes, my countrymen, upon the 
pages of pad Mftory, view the various revolutions 
of empires, and trace their moft ftupendous effefts 
up to their original fources ; the whole is but a 
vapid narrative and a cold uninterefting fpeculation 

in 
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in comparifon of the prefent political ftate of Europe* 
;6elieve me, the firft and only effeftual fecuriiy 
againft Ucentioufnefs, is the moderate and fare 
enjoyment of fair liberty. Dreadful are the confe- 
quences of convincing the people that they know 
not their own fituation ; that their remonftrances 
are flighted ; that the profpeft of their grievances 
being redreffed is defperate. Extenfive, ruinous 
and awful are the circumftances which have forced 
the late difcuffions upon political and civil freedom. 
But truth and juftice rife but of refledion, are in- 
vigorated by difcuffion, and triumph when difplayed 
to the broad light of convidtion. How glorious is 
it for our Conftitution in this critical moment of 
fevere and hoftile inveftigation to continue to com* 
mand the love and attachment of thofe, wtio are 
bleft with it, and the refpeft and admiration of 
all who know it ; that no other alteration is even 
wifhed to be introduced into it, than a clofer con- 
formity in the praftices of popular eleQion with its 
cffential and unalterable principles! For the man 
cither knpws not, or wifhes to fubvert the Conftitu- 
tion of his country, who queftions this elementary 
principle of it— That the people partake in the legif- 
lation, and confequently are emphatically bounden 
to the obfervance of the laws, by the free eIe£Uon 
of their reprefentatives in parliament. As far then 
as the fa£t deviates from the principle, fo far the 
praftice is vicious and corrupt ; and whoever feri- 
oufly wilhes to preferve the Conftitution in its full 
purity and vigour, muft neceffarily wifli to correft 
the vice and prevent the corruption. Will the 
friends of a reform be filenced and quieted by ad- 
mitting the neceffity and denying the expediency of 
the meafure ? Can they be compelled to believe the 
evil practical and the remedy but an airy vifion? 
Will the people of England be terrified out of 
their conviftion by the thundering veto of Mr. 
Burke ? Unlimited and unknown wretchednefs 

will 
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will ov^wbelm our country, whilfl: to condemn 
Mr. Burke and his book, is to condemn all the 
principles of the ancietit Conftitutional Whigs of 
this country. 

I will not alTert that the awful moment is arrived, 
in which the delufive veil of arc can no longer 
withhold the reality from our eyes :' but I will affirm 
that the prefent moment is of dire portent. It fe- 
rioufly behoves us not only to refcue the purity of 
our Conftitution from the rude violence of anarchy, 
but alfo from the more dangerous, becaufe more 
latent eflForts of mifguided zeal or mafked defence. 
To fecure to the Crown its conftitutional preroga- 
tives, and to ourfelves our conftitutional rights and 
privileges, are purpofes not only reconcileable, but 
fo connected, that every meafure that weakens the 
one neceflanly endangers the other. It is time to 
difpel the magic of that eloquence, which has fo 
loiig prefented through a falfc medium an inverted 
form of our Conftitution, bafe upwards. Its undif- 
guif«d beauties will infpire us with ingenuity and 
ardour to give new fecurities for the continuance of 
the bleffings, which it is calculated to confer. For 
this purpofe we muft view fafls as they arife, we 
muft explore their fources, and follow them in 
their tendencies. Cool and difpaffionate through- 
out, let the voice of reafon and decifion of truth 
and juftice difplay the fuperior excellence of a fyftem 
which is of its EKiture proof againft the violence 
of fedition and the more fatal attacks of eloquent 
mifreprefentation. 

Before I proceed, my countrymen, I feel an irre- 
iiftable impulfe to redouble my attempts to imprefs 
you with a, jufl: fenfe of the .confequences which 
muft enfue from your perfeverance in Mr. Burke's 
principles. I am not the voice of party, turbil- 
lence, or faftion. I love and revere the Conftitu- 
tjon of my country. When it was openly attacked, 
G I hope 
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I hope I defended it upon the true and proper 
grounds ; I fee it now in more danger than I thea 
did: and I fliould be juflly iligmatized with the 
moft daftardly bafenefs, .were I now to defert the 
caufe, becaufe its defence had become more diffi- 
cult and hazardous. In combating the open ene- 
mies of the Conftitution I was fure of the wiflies, 
countenance, and fupport of all thofe, who pro- 
feffed themfelves friends to their country. In at* 
tempting to fecure the Conftitution againft ihe de- 
. ftruttive meafures of its beguiled friends and be- 
guiling (though difguifed) enemies, I have to dif- 
poffefs feelings, unrivet prejudices, and conquer 
the ftubborn pride of mental error and ill-direfted 
zeal. 

If in the prefervation of the Britifh Conftitution 
you place your fecurity againft the anarchy, confu- 
iion and horrors of your Gallic neighbours ; it be- 
hoves you ferioufly to revife the political creed of 
Mr. Burke, which now feems to have acquired fo 
powerful an influence on the meafures of public 
policy. The abfolute and arbitrary power of the 
French monarchy created and fed that volcano of 
abufes, which in its dreadful eruption has defolated 
its own and menaced defolation to all furrounding 
kingdoms. ^This new Thaumaturgus and evangejift 
of royalty Has revealed a new myftery to his fubmif- 
. five devotees, that the indired power of the King of 
England is great indeed, and ^ore extenfive than 
what the King of France was poJfeffed*of before this 
miferahle revolution. Will you believe it, my coun- 
trymen ? I will not. What the dir§6l power of our 
King is, we all know, that know the limits and 
boundaries of the law. But what his indir^il power 
is, which is more extenfive than the arbitrary will 
of an individual legiflator, I have not yet difcovered 
in any ancient or modern commentator upon our 
d^nftitutipn. It w^s ap anomalous plaQet, difco- 
I vered 
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vered by the penetrating fagacity of an apoftate 
Whig upon the verge of his grand climaderic. 
But if it do exift, it becomes us to make our obfer- 
vations upon its motions, with more than ordinary 
accuracy: it behoves us to guard againft the devour- 
ing heat of its perihelion. The very relation of 
caufes and effeds will roufe Britons into the moft 
alarming cautions, how they admit the introduction 
or permit the exiftence of a power in their crown 
more extenfive than that of the fourth Henry or the 
fourteenth Loui3 of France*. 

I fliall now endeavour to withdraw the curtain, and 
difplay the truth in naked (though melancholy) 
fads. 

* I wi(h Chancellor Fortefcuc's xxxvth chapter of The Incon* 
leniencies in France ^ by Means of the abfolute Regal Government, 
to be read by all Mr. Burke's neophites: though it may too 
itnincdiately concern the multitude, to intereft bis attentloxu 
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General cpening.-^^Re/olutions in the Commons fir the 
gradual abolition of the Slave Trade.^-^Free thoughts 
thereupon. — The fiourijhing ftate of the Revenite."^^ ^ 
Original caufe of Lord Thurlow^s refignation of the 
JSeals. — The cafe of the Royal Scotch Burghs^ and 
the Riots of Dundee. — Mr. Fox^s motion for repeal- 
ing the penal Statutes againft the Unitarians l^/i. — 
Petition of the Eleffors ofWeftndnfUr^ grounded up* 
on the trial of Mr. Rofe^ againft official interference 
in Eleilions. — Introdudion of Monf. Chauvelin^ and 
his Mentor the Bijhop of Autun^ as Ambaffador from 
the King, of the French. — Court Mourning for the 

- King of Sweden. — Reflections on his Murder. — 
Chauvelln^s Memorial to Lord Grenville about the 
War caufes a Proclamation not to ferve againft 
France. — Publication of Paine^s Rights of Man, \ft 
and id parts. ^-^Information againft him. — Proclama- 
tion againft feditious writings, and warm debates up- 
on it in both Houfes. — The Rights of Juries efta^ 
blijhed by the Libel Bill. — Convention of the Kings 
of Prujfta and Hungary. ^-^They call upon all the 
States of the Empire for their quota againft France^ 
except Saxony and Hanover. 

X. HE opening of this period of our Hiftory re- 
prefents to us the glowing clouds of a fultry even- 
ing, thai forebode a night of dorm and horrors. We 
had, perhaps, indulged with too luxuriant a confi- 

dence 
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dcnce the affurance of perpetuating the bleffings of 
a long continued peace. The ingenuity, fpirit, and 
credit of our manufafturers and merchants had fo 
frequently poured an overflow of revenue intp the 
treafury, that for fome years it had been the new 
and flattering tafls: of the Minifter, to apply the wel- 
come furplus in lightening the overgrown weight of 
the national incumbrance. Elated with this flatter- 
ing exuberance oi the revenue, Mr. Pitt, upon 
opening his budget for the current year*, verySn- 
genioufly profited of the circumftance to divert the 
dazzled eyes of the nation from the heavy expences 
of the Ruffian and Spanifh armaments, which had 
coft the nation about 2,000,000/. to make good the 
damage of fome few thoufand pounds, done to a 
Britilh Captain by the detention of his veffel at 
Nootka Sound ; and to leave Oczakow to the im* 
perious Catherine, which we had threatened by force 
to fecure to the Porte. Upon this memorable occa- 
fion, the Chancellor of the Exchequer triumphantly 
boafted in the Houfe of Commons, that the intricacy 
and myiftery of finance no longer exifted : and in a dif- 
play of the moft brilliant eloquence, enforced the 
reafons upon which they might found a probable opinion 
of the permanence of fUclj furplus. In the unufual 
glow ot this national profperity, little was it to be 
wondered at, that the very luxuriance of the plant 
which produced the fruit, fhould for want of prun- 
ing run into fome wildncfs and diforder. 

In the prefent difpofition of the Britilh nation' to 
difcountenance effbrt« to promote the general caufe 
of civil freedom, from an apprehenfion of produc- 
ing unforefeen or unintended confequences, it be- 
comes a matter more of neceflfary attention, than of 
curious obfervation, to refleft that the queflion of 
the Slave Trade, which had engaged the minds of 

* On the 17th February, 1792. 

the 

/ 
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the public for fome years, was fuper-eminently Iia** 
ble to all the objeftions which have been raifed by 
Mr. Burke, and adopted by the nation, againft the 
difcuflion of any general or fundamental point of 
dvil liberty. When this queftion was firft ftarted, 
he had not yet taught the nation * tSat do^rines //- 
mited in their prefent application^ and wide in their ge* 
neral principles^ are never meant to be applied to what 
ibey firft pretend. Mr. Wilberforce will not refufe 
to inform us what ulterior views he had in introduc- 
ing, nor Mr. Pitt in fupporting the fubjeft in Par- 
liament. And who will not readily admit that no 
doSrine was ever wider in its general principles, 
than that which inculcates the unlawfulnefs of the 
Slave Trade? Taken up upon the pure abftradt 
rights of humanity, it evidently hazards the proper- 
ty of individuals, deeply aflfefts the navigation and 
commerce of the nation, and immediately involves 
the difmemberment of the Britifli Empire. And 
yet within the lapfe of five fliort years, the nation 
has beholden with rapture, the rival talents of Ad- 
miniftration and Oppofition combined in this in- 
ftance, to reduce private Intereft and national policy 
under the great fuperfeding principles of focial free- 
dom : it has feen the queftion fupported with enthu. 
fiafm by all that was powerful in the cabinet, and 
brilliant in the fenate ; and oppofed only by the ope- 
rative and perfevering ingenuity of felf-intereft. A 
truly praftical leflbn of the propriety and advantages 
of extending the freedom of every oppreffed part of 
the community, of reforming abufes, and abo- 
lifliing long fanftioned ufages, that militate againft 
the principles of civil liberty. For upon thefe prin- 
ciples alone has the abolition of the Slave Trade been 
taken up by Mr. Wilberforce, and fupported by 
Meflrs. Pitt, Fox, andotherhumane friends of their 
African brethren. 

* Appeal, 98. 
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Upon the ift of May Mr. Pitt prefentcd to the 
Houie of Commons, a firing of refolutions for the 
gradual abolition of the Slave Trade, which were 
fanftioned by theHoufe and carried up to the Lords* 
But the caufe met with more oppofition in this Houfe 
than it had in the Commons* Many reafons have 
been alledged for this oppofition to the refolutiona 
in the Lords : but as at this time few of the Peers 
had been under the neceffity of committing them- 
felves upon the queftion of keeping np the African 
ilavery in our colonies, many of them probably now 
formed their opinions upon it, more from their feel- 
ings upon the general complexion of the times, than 
from the nature, reafons, and exigency of the cafe. 
However in the debate in the Lords on the 8th of 
this month, thofe who wiflied to oppofe, or to pro- 
trad the abolition of the Slave Trade, carried the 
queftion. That the evidence upon the cafe fliould 
be heard at the bar of the houfe, and not in an up« 
flairs committee ; by which means very little pro- 
grefs was made in the bufmefs during the courfe of 
the feffions* , 

It is fcarcely poffible to conceive a fubjeft of diC. 
cuffion more pregnant with cpnfequences of the ut- 
moft import to the State, than the abolition of the 
Slave Trade. For it is obvious, that all the reafons 
againft that traffic, which are drawn from the efTen- 
tial nature of human beings, or from the indifpen- 
. fable obligations of moral juflice, or from the pofi- 
tive injunftions of the Ohriftian code, militate only 
againfl the purchafe of the flaves, becaufe they ul- 
timately militate againft the ftate of flavery for which 
they are purchafed. Yet has the Houfe of Commons 
voted the protraQion of the Slave Trade to the ift 
day of January i8oo, and allowed a premium upon 
the importation of female flaves, with the exprefs 
view of fupplying the iflands with a fufficient number 
of both fcxes, to perpetuate the fyfiem of flavery, 

by 
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by encouraging the breed and home trfcfic, rather 
than the importation of thefe black herds from the 
coaft of Africa. No legiflature can fandion the 
means of attaining an iniquitous end. If on the other 
band it be confidered, that in our iflands the general 
proportion of blacks to the number of whites, is as 
fifteen to one; or, in other words, that in the ifland 
of Jamaica three hundred thoufand black human be- 
ings are the property of fome hundred individuats, 
who compofe a part of twenty thoufand free inhabi- 
tants of that ifland ; we fliall tremble at the confe- 
quences of agitatihg any other queftions concerning 
them, than thofe of regulation and tendernefs. If 
we refleft on the nature of the individuals who com- 
pofe this mafs of people, and caft a melancholy eye 
over the now defolated and difconfolate ifland of St. 
Domingo, the Eden of the weftern world, we fliall 
fcarccly difcover a mean point of fecurity between 
the dreadful extremities of abandoning the property, 
and emancipating the enflaved cultivators of the foO. 
Tet, in defiance of ail thefe confequences, have the 
humane advocates of the African flaves ftood boldly 
forward in the caufe of freedom. 
. Before this important queflion receives its final d«- 
cifion, it &duid be completely divefted of the ftern 
compulfion of confcientious morality, that ihuts out 
the fympathy of human nature, and forbids the ex- 
crcife of difcretion and ele£tion. If the fubjeft be 
<mce brought to a matter of mere civil inveftigation, 
the mid of enthufiafm will be removed, that magni** 
fies the fize of all reafons and mifreprefents the fliape 
cf every objedion. Then and not till then will the 
advocates for the abolition of the Slave Trade fee the 
full force of the reafons of their opponents for its 
continuance, viz. the impoflSibility of keeping up the 
culture of their plantations without it ; the advanta* 
ges of navigation, opulence, and induftry, arifing 
^om it to their mother country j the improvement 

of 
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ti die fituation of the flaves by being removed irbnl 
a more unhealthy climate, fecured from cruel and 
defpotic tyranny, and refcued fVom the horrors ot 
barbarifm and idolatry ; the injuftice of invading pri- 
vate property without indemnification ; the danger 
of calumniating the a^ of the proprietors^ their 
anceftors, and the governors and leeiflators of the 
Country by fupporting the fyftem of ilavery : and 
above all, the confequences which the flaves mud 
draw (for they have thought) from our open decla^v 
ration of the criminality of the practice of anflaving 
them. 

If at a future day the Slave Trade be aboUflied^ 
as an unchriftian traffic, and the emancipation df all 
our colonial flaves fhall follow that abolition as a juft 
and necefiary confequence of the principle that pro«- 
duced it ; the indemnification and fatisfa6iion of thd 
injured proprietors will become a ferious confidera- 
tion to the minifter of the finance. On one hand 
will be eflabliflied claims for the lofs df property re 
jfumed by the State, after the moft unequivocal con- 
firmation of it to the individual polTeliors $ and oa 
the other will be heard proteftations againjH a con- 
tribution towards reimburfing the expences of en« 
flaving and bartering for their fellow-creatures, in 
defiance of the ordinances of God ; as if a feducer^ 
forced by the laws from the objed of his criminality^ 
jQiould demand of the State a teimburfement for the 
price of Jier ruin. If upon the abolition of the Slave 
Trade a confequent emancipation fhotrld follow, cor- 
dial mufl be the prayers of our Weft Indian Planters 
for the continuance of the prefcnt Minifter. For he, 
who has fo" warmly efpoufed the claiiiis of thefe Afri- 
cans to their natural rights, and who in the year 
1786 propofed to faddle this nation with the fiim of 
one million to biiy up a right of nominatidn to par- 
liament from individuals, which the Conftitutioii 
prefumed impoffible to exift, would not without full 
indemnificatian invade the ptc^erty of individuals 
H toatfirmed 
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(Soiif^rmed to tfeem by the ftandlftg laws of the knd 
^nd the exprcfs afts of the le^iflaturc. 

The ftouriflhing ftate of our commerce at this time 
cannot be more clearly afcertained than by the aOii- 
al incteafe of the revenue, which in the current "wctk 
ej^cQfded thf correfponding week ia the preceding 
year by the fupi of 1 185334/. 6r. At the fame time 
a repoi^t was made by the commiffioBers under Mr. 
Pitt a bill fof the liquidation of the national debt, 
that they had applied to that reduQiion the fumof 
11,677,850/. This increafe of the revenue appears 
tp he the chofeii touchftone of Mr. Pitt's popularity : 
it certainly is the moft gratifying cif cumftance, iehat 
?an footh the vanity or fo:ften the labours ef a minl^ 
fter of finstftce; but grofs is the error of thcfe, who 
attribute it to any other caufe, than to the energy, 
fbirit, and credit of €mtmanufa'Q:urers and merchants. 
So wedded was the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
his fevourrte plan of reducing the national debt by 
the applicarioii of the annual liirphis of the revenue, 
that to the difapprobation of one part of it, is im- 
mediately to be traced Lord Thuflow's refignation 
of the great feals of England. In a committee of 
the Houfe of Lords upon the bill for appropriating a 
certain farri annually for paying ofFthe national debt, 
the Lord Cbanqellor, although approving of the ob- 
jefl: of the bill, ftrongly objefted to that claufeof it,, 
whjch enafted, that no . future loan fliould be made 
without being provided for at the time: he repro- 
bated tjie arrogance arid infolence of dilating to fu- 
ture parliaments, and the futility of direfling how 
future minifters fhould make their loans ; conclud- 
ing his. fpeech by this emphatical affertion, that tl^e 
fplhf of the projeil could only be equalled by the vanity 
of making the attempt. The ftrong fenfe and integri- 
ty of the ChaqcelloT would not peroKlt him to lend 
his fandion to a claufe of fuch a t:cndency, and he 
divide4 wilji twenty-one againft twenty-feven, wfeo 

' with 
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^fi totd OreiiviHe ftrj^tted it. Pbfttihaf cly for 
i^eoumry, ibb gr^t min had not been inimited 
ito Mt^ Bdrke's doftrines bf y^////Ay frecedenufor 
&oer^ fromiJtfhkh no parliament Jhbukl ever depart.^^ 
An from this a& of oppdfition to a favourite nldl- 
ffiref of the Minifter^ thse public dates the loft of 
Lord Thur}o\(r's abilities in the cabinet and on the 
bench, juftics claims frohi evi^ry^ weil-wiihet to his 
country, 2 tribute of grateful admiration to this true 
and unihifken patriate The pittous tales of official 
fyeophants^ that attempted to flievr the nece^ty of re- 
ihOYiiig a man from his Majefty's councils, who 
x>ppofed e^^ery thing and ptopofed nothing, betrayed 
(heir folly and weakhefs in the attempt to juftify tkc 
Ijfeafui'e. The eiTemiail and important duty of the 
€hanc^lk)r is to eatamlnfe, ftate, and to he in fome 
loft refponiible for the legal effe6ts and ecmfl^itutb- 
nal tendency of every bill that comes imo th^ Houfe 
of Lords. For his ability and faithfultfefs w dif- 
charge this dtriy he received credit from* the Cf oWn 
b^ his appointment ; hisf peers^ look up to hit« for 
Jn in the guidance of their parliamentary coftdba; 
<be pqblic reft their affurance and srcquiefcence m 
Ihiy famef confidence. What a ftrange perverfion of • 
duty w<Hildit be, that becaufe a Chancellor in the 
dlfcharge of AiiS Watchful and fuperintending 6&x 
ihbuld diftover an illegal ctfedk or unconftifutiottal 
operation iii abiUaffefttng the army, navy^ finance, 
^ conifji^rce of the* country, hfe fllculd be called u^*! 
on for new plans and meafutes in* thefe feVeiial' de- 
pfiirtmerirs ! Th^ pfeople of England will eVer chbriSi 
and i^evere, as a martyr xx> tbeir rights' and libera 
^s^,- thie man who'facHfiees? hisr inteteffs- and his prS- 
fettfieht to thii- ri^ ewrtife of his coiiftitulibnalduty. 
iSdffie years ago fifty out .of the fi«ty^fii< Royal 
Scotch Burghs h^d by petitions to the HoUfe <jf Coni- 
liibhk demanded redftfs againft feverar grievances, 
lliid^r which ttl^y ^bbured^^ and \;i^n Mr. Sheridan 
i Ha brought 
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brought in a bill for removing: the caufe of their com^ 
plaints, the grievances were admitted by the Houfe to 
be of the utmoft magnitude ; and in order to procure 
full proof of their exiftence, the Houfe entered imp 
9 refolution on the 27th of May 17919 that early in 
the next feiSoh it would take into confideration the 
ilate of the Royal Burghs of Scotland. On the 
1 8th of April Mr. Sheridan in cpofequence of this 
refolution moved the Houfe to go into a cpmmittee 
for enquiring into the grievances complained of, but 
the motion was lofl: by a majority of above two tp 
one. Thefe Burgefles having thus failed in their at- 
tempt to efiFe£luate the refolution of the Houfe, which 
was to inveftigate the nature of their grievances, on 
the 30th day of April, Mr. Sheridan prefented a peti- 
tion from them to be heard by counfel at the bar of 
the Houfe, to prove the exiftence of the grievances 
they complained of. To the reception of this peti- 
tion Mr* Pitt and Mr* Dundas objected upon account 
pf the informality of the proceeding : the Speaker 
however decided againft the informality, and quoted 
a precedent in favour of the petitioners, pf a late 
fimilar petition from the Eaft India Company : the 
> queftion hsfving been put, that the petition be re** 
ceived, it was negatived* I'he e^eds of thefe peti- 
tioners being bafned in every attempt to bring thejr 
grievances under the fair confideration of the legiiT- 
lature, were 4S much tp be expeded a$ they were to 
be dreaded. On the 3d of May at Dundee and 
feveral other places in Scotland, the Secretary of 
State was burned in efHgy with feveral labels iiTuing 
:^ from his mputh, empljatically expreifive of the fitu^- 

\ tion and refolqtions pf perfons labouring under 

grievance^ and (hut out ^om all redrefs. Having 
effected this purpofe, the mobs difperfed without 
further outrage. 

The Houfe of Commons had in faft come to the 

pfolutioa of ^9f^mi|UQg into tb^ nature of the griey- 
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ance^, under which thefe Burgefles laboured, before 
Mh Burke had warned them againft any reform of 
,abufe or any redrefs of grievances- ♦ ^^ Let thofi 
** who have the truji of foliiical or rf natural author 
^* riiy ever keep watch againft the defperate enterfrifes 
^' of innovation : let even their benevolence be fortified 
** and armedy Though the abufes of the Gallic 
demagogues may have irritated the nerves and fteeU 
ed the heart of Mr. Burke and his followers, and cJL 
the approvers of his books and of his principles ; yet 
did they not lighten the burthens of thefe petitioners, 
nor convince them, that the calamities of a foreign 
country fliould prevent the removal of their own griev- 
ances. If in the cautionary view of our neighbour^* 
wretchednefs we are to feek an earned of our own 
welfare, let the fatal examples of the rapid tranfition 
from the voice to the adion of a difcontented people 
raife a ferious and guarded alarm in the bread of every 
well-wiflier to his country. Our Conftitution, in 
guarding againft the intemperate refolutions and de- 
fperate meafures of irritated aifociations, moft provi- 
dently interpofed the fubjeft's right of petitioning Par- 
liament againft grievances. But the right of the fub- 
je£t to petition evidently imports the duty of Parlia- 
ment (not to grant the prayer) but, to receive and 
examine into the merits of the petition. Unmeafur- 
able will be the mifchief of clogging this mode of 
redrefs with difficulties, or of throwing difrepute or 
fufpicion upon the exercife of this conftitutional 
right of the fubjeft. Even Mr. Burke formerly faid 
with more truth and lefs eifed than he now might, 
f ** Where popular difcontents have been very preva* 
^* lent; it may be well affirmed and fupportedy that 
** there has been generally fomething found amifs in the 
f* Conftitution or in the condu^ of Government,** 

' #^ Appeal, 1 16- 
t Thoughts on the prcf^pnt DlfconteotSu p. 416. 
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Such a bold hdd the ^siecraiioii of the French R«. 
volutipiufts now acquired upon the geQers^Uty of this 
natioo, that it had become the ground of Mr. Burke's 
aew Conftitutional CatechifsQ, that beGaufe follies, 
erimes, and horrors were committed in Fra^nce, 
therefore no errors wei^e to be corre£i;ed$ no abufes 
refc^med) no grievances redreifed in E^glaad^ Mr* 
fox, in a very full houfe, brought forward hi^ kw^ 
{MTOfflifed motion in favour of the Unitarians, for the 
fepeal of certain ftatutes, by which they vrere &h» 
k4faed to heavy and fevere puni&ments. He grounds 
,1^ a ftrong, eloquent, and ingenious fpeech \3fpon 
' -the injuftice of intiderance and perfecution for reKr 
gious opinions, that were purely fpeculative. Mh 
£kurkfi however dificovered in Unkarianifm the whole 
volcano of a French Revolution ; and in a fpeech of 
Wk^ommoa animation, variety, ;^nd eloquence, dt& 
fdayed every circumfta^ce that bad difgraced or pol- 
luted the progrefs of that Revolution f|om its be- 
gkming : he proved from the toafts given at a dinner 
of Umtarians, that they were deeply infedied with 
.the Revolutionary Gallomania~*a ftigma which he 
alio openly attempted to affix to the Oppofiti<m 
beaches of the Houfe. But the mod fingular of hi^ 
argumenis was, that the ftatute was t^o had for exe- 
cution,, and therefore needed no repeal. A ppouder 
day of triiiunph to Mr. Burke could not have hap- 
pened : a very large majority gave into his: argur 
s^ats, and the motion was. loft.^ In this disbar 
Bftoft of the eminent fpeakers tpok a pait. The 
Jutwe annaliift of the moft credulous age would 
• be difcredited in* reporting^ that Mr; Bui^ had in 
at full debate excited^ the horror and indignation ef 
'^ . ibe Houfe of Gommans againil the French Revolu- 

tionift^^ for having completed the meafure of their 
iniquities by fuperadding to the reft the ciime of re- 
ligious per/ecution, in order to convince a Britifh 
Senate of the neceiSty of keeping upon their ftatute 
books aQs of the moit peaal rigour againft purely 
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ipecttiatiYC oftt&i&iis of rrii^pcoi'^v The leaduig 
^eakers, who foUoifired him, oppofed the nwdon, 
to aiKoid ibe fcandal whkh the repeal of fucfa aa ad 
might create in the church : and in order to feourc 
the Unitarians from the guilt cf fedition and trea« 
fiaa, a^dnn: i^hich the Gonftitution and laws have 
provic^ a full remedy, they found the neceilitj of 
faoldiog over them in Urrorem difabilities, penakiesv 
and pains for denying reveakd dogmas and niyft^ies 
df religion above the natural gralp of man's limited 
comprefaenfion, to which no humgn authority can 
tiierefore demand fiibmiffion. 

To difcountenance every idea of reform, and to 
check in limine every enquiry into the parliamentary 
reprefehtation, appears now to have become regu^ 
larly fyftematicaL The diflFerence is wide betweea 
the acquittal of a charge after inveftigation, and a 
fuU^ refufal to go into an enquiry. Power may 
fisreen the culprit from trial; innocence will ever 
oou-rt enquiry. Mr« George Rofe, one of the Se- 
cretaries to the Treafury, had m the laA Weftmin^ 
fter ele£Hon cominiffioned Mr. Smith a publican to 
open his houfe for the entertainment of the voters 
ior Lord Hood the unfuccefsful candidate. It ap^ 
pears, t^t the £ikhful Secretary upon the ciofe of. 
4h6 poll was rather litfs forward to make good his pay- 
ments, than he bad been to pledge his refponiibHity 
to the honed publican. After many fruitiefs appli- 
cations for payment of a moderate charge, Mr. Smith 
wifely preferred the verdift of hiis countrymen to 
the precarious dependance upon official • promifes. 
He brought an aS:ion againft Mr. George Rofe in the 
^ King's Bench, which was tried before Lord Kenyon 

• The rffca of t^ii aa (9 and 10. William III.) is more cac- 
tenfive tbap U i« geo^rally thought : for it not only applies to all 
tbqfc who <3o not believe the myftery of the bleffcd Trinity, ac- 
cording* to the Athaaafian expofition or explanation of it, but 
a^ioft all tlioCe who do not admit of the di'sine authcrity of tbe 
OW a«d Nejr. Tdbmcat, &c. 

and 



tiad a Tpecial jury^ and obtained a verdtd againft thd 
Secretary for one hundred pound^.^ In the courfe 
of this trial it had been proved, that an application 
had been made by Mr. Smith to the Secretary of the 
Treafury for the remiffion of an ezcife penalty whicb 
he had incurred, but which had never been levied 
upon him as long as he had remained an eledion 
agent for the liberty of Weftminfter; yet, that 
ismen he had ceafed to aA, it had been levied upon 
him. Upoii . the ftrength of thefe and fome other 
fimilar fa&s, a petition to the Houfe of Commons 
was drawn up, and figned by more than one thou* 
fand eledors of Weftminfter, praying an enquiry 
into the reported interference of perfons high in 
office in the eledion for Weftminfter, and into the 
alleged abqfes of the laws by the remiffion of penaU 
ties, &c. Mr. Fox, after the petition had beea 
read, made a very long and pointed fpeech upon the 
nature, principles, and purity of popular elefUons^ 
and upon the abufive influence of official power^ 
which he ended with a motion, that the petition 
ibould be referred to a committee to examine into 
the matter thereof, and report the fame to the Houfe, 
as it (hottld appear to them. The motion was nega- 
tived without any debate, by a divifton of eighty-one 
againft thirty-four : Meflrs. Pitt, Dundas, Rofb, and 
other fervants of the crown divided with the majo- 
rity. 

In the beginning of this month M. de Cbauvelin 
was introduced to bis Majefty as ambaflador from the 
King of -the French. He was very young, and fup- 
pofed to be warmly attached to the democratic party 
in France. Whether they miftruftcd the inexperi* 
ence of his youth, or doubted the firmnefs of hir 
principles, he was ufliered into the diplomatic cdrps 
under the unprecedented tutelage of an official Meii- 
tor, M. de Talleyrand the bifliop of Aiitun. This 
prelate was the firft biftiop in France, who by the 
(Ivic oath withdrew himfelffrom the juriididion and 
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communion of the See of Rome. He was followed 
in bis fchifm by three prelates only out of one hun- 
dred and thirty-two. A rare and unprecedented ex- 
ample worthy qf better times, that fo large a portion 
of a flourifhing and long eftablilhed clergy (hould 
facrifice honours, pomp, and opulence to the fevere 
calls of duty in deprivation, exile, and indigence. 
The confidential letter which was written on this oc- 
cafion by the late unfortunate monarch of France to 
the King of England, was flrongly expreflive of his 
pacific difpofitipn, and of his hopes, thsit no circum- 
itance would ever breal^ through the amity of the 
two courts* 

A general court mourning was about this time 
announced for the death of the unfortunate Gufta- 
vus III; King of Sweden, who was murdered on the 
f 6th of March at a mafquerade by Baron Ankarftrom 
a military piHccr. This murder of a King, at a time 
when the prevailing power in France had e^preiTed 
Ihe mpiil marked execration of royalty, and was ge- 
nerally fufpefted to propagate their anti-bafilican fpirit 
thronghi every country which was open to their in- 
trigues spd treachery, was by niciny zealous oppofers 
of the French Revolution attributed to the wicked 
tnachinations of their emiffaries. The reprefenta- 
tion acquired credit from the known zeal, with which 
this monarch had promoted the armed combination 
againft Fiance. 

The Swedifli Revolution of 1772, by which Guf- 
tavus had eftabliflied an abfolute monarchy upon the . 
ruin of the ariftocratical powers of his kihgdomj 
was ever fuppofed to have been planned in the cabi- 
net of Verfailles, where this unfortunate monarch 
had fpent feveral months previous to his acceflion to 
the throne* Being naturally fond of abfolute power, 
he retained an affeaionate regard for the court, 
through the influence and intrigues of which he had 
acquired it^ and from which he received an annual 
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fobfidy till thek late; finaacial diftr.effes put a ftop to 
the payment. On the other hand many of the SwediSi 
nobility ftill kept up an indignant fefentment for the 
lofs of their influence in the ftate, which, though 
iilently, they determinately waited for an opportu- 
nity to regain. The King had conftantly fnpported 
his power by the unpopular means of a (landing 
army and exorbitant taxes. Averfe as he was from 
fuminoning a diet, his neceflities compelled him to 
it in the beginning of the prefent year. He unad- 
vifedly iffued a proclamation for affembling the diet 
paly three weeks previous to its meeting, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of preventing deliberation i^ the choice 
of the reprefentatives : and inftead of the capital he 
ordered them to meet at Geffie^ a folita'ry town on thq 
fculf of Bothnia, which during the whole of their 
deliberations was furrounded with mercenary fol- 
diers. But the Public and the King were difappoint- 
ed in the refult of the meeting. No reform was 
effedled, nor cenfure pafled upon the King for enter- 
ing into a war without the confent of the States, 
Svhich was an infraclian of the new as well as of thei 
old Conititution. In return the diet only granted 
the King a part of the fupplies l^e demanded. Thus 
unfatisfaflorily ended this diet, which proved (o im- 
mediately fatal to the rnonarch. The nobles and the 
people reprobated the idea of entering into the con- 
federacy againft France; their country was then 
grievoufly oppreffed v^^ith taxes, and they could not 
te brought to confent to weaken it ftill more, by the 
additional wafte of its blood and treafure, in order 
to fupport or revive a government, which had been 
fo inftriimentai in fettering them vi^ith the galling 
chains of unlimited, monarchy. It is generadly aE 
ferted, that fome perfonal and private refentments 
from the King's having deprived one of his noble- 
men of an advantageous match, which he procured 
for a court favourite, co-operated alfo with the gene- 
ral 
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ntl aifcottteftt to%ringfoi'WaTd that confpiracy of the 
iiobiHty, to which -ihis unfortunate monarch fell a 
vidim, ' Ihave faid thus much of Sweden, merely 
to deteflt thefalfity of the affeftions, that thfe mur- 
derer was an etrtiffaty from the Jacbbins at Paris* 
Are not t?hdt crimes fufficiehtly numerous to with- 
'hdld their eheniies from fuch falfe charges. 

The fifft public a£t of the French anibaflador to 
our court was the prefentation of a memorial to Lord 
•©rehville which ftated the reafons, why France 
had declared war againft iht fcing of Hungary and 
Bohemia ; iflfifting particularly upon the right, which 
France claimed to change and model her own go- 
vernment without the interference of any foreign 
power; and upon the fame principle hbldilig out a 
guarantee to all other nations at peace with her, that 
the French will ever refped !heir lav^s, their ufages 
and all their forms of government. The memorial 
Clofed with p claim of the obfervance of the treaty 
of commerce of the 26th of September 1786 on 
the part of Ehgland, particularly as to the refrain- 
iiig from any hoftilities. This memorial produced 
Hlmoft* immediately a royal proclamation prohibiting 
any of his Majefty's fubjefts to arm or aft at fea 
againft the French under any foreign commiffion or 
power whatfoever, and enjoining a ftrift obfervance 
of the treaty of commerce. in every refpeft. 

Mr, Burke's Reflexions upon the Revolution in 
France appeared in the year 1790; and early in the 
year 1791, was publifhed Thomas Paine's Rights of 
Mattj being an Atifwer to Mr, Burke^s Attack on the 
^French Revolution. The public aretoo fully apprifed 
of the nature and tendency of tbefe two works, to 
expeft any ;frc(h comment-s upon them : incredible 
was the avidity with which this book of Thomas 
iPiine was read by the middle and lower daffes tf 
people. The draught was too palatable for thofe to 
refift who knew not its pw>ifonous quality. By im- 
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puiiity its credit extended, and in lefs than a yeaf 
more than fifty thoufand impreflions of it had beea 
circulated through the kingdom. It ig a matter of 
notoriety, that in many places it was fold for four 
pence, and in others diflributed gratis to thpfe who 
hefitated at paying their groat. Though Paine dur- 
ing this time lived publicly in London, and enpyed 
the iatisfadion of feeing under his own eyes this un- 
precedented circulation of his bool^, and propaga- 
tion of his dodrines, he braved and defied the arm 
of juflice, which bad not as yet been attempted to 
be raifed againft him ; not a fmgle procefs had been 
infiituted againft publiflier, printer, or feller of thefe 
libellous doflrines. Secure in his impunity, and 
fiufhed with the fuccefs of bis firft publication, he 
publifhed a Second Part of the Rights of Mariy com-' 
bining Principle and PraWce^ This work, though 
written perhaps with more audacity and malice, than 
the firft, was notwithftanding an innocuous perfor- 
mance in comparifon of his firft publication. For 
the mifchieveus effe&s of the firft work were not ia- 
creafed by the ledure of the fecond ; nor was the 
Second Part of the Rights of Man fought for by thofe 
who had neither feen nor relifhed the firft. When 
however the fervour of the firft profelytifm had 
abated, and the credit of this levelling evangelift 
was on the wane, his Majcfty's minifters, informed by 
Mr. Burke that thefe ♦ writings deferved no other than 
the refutation of criminal juftice^ diredted the Attor. 
ney General to file an information againft Thomas 
Paine for his libellous publications ; which was ac- 
cordingly done in Eafter term ; and in order to dif- 
pofe the minds of the Nation to thefe neceflary, 
though late ads of juftice, a proclamation was pub- 
lifhed on the 2ift of the current month againft the 
publication and fale of feditious writings, with ftrong 

* Appeal, 95. 
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injun£iiot)S to all perfons to inform againft thofe vha 
ifaould be guilty of fuch daring attempts, &c. 

Scarcely had the proclamation been publifhed^ 
\i^hen M. Ghauvelin, the French ambaflador, pre- 
fented an official declaration to Lord Grenville, by 
-which be complained that certain expreflions in it 
appeared to give credit to the erroneous opinions 
propagated by the enemies of France, both as to the 
hoftile intentions of Great Britain towards France, 
and the treacherous defigns of France to promote 
fedition and confuiion in the kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain: it was expreffive of the mofl: pacific and ho- 
nourable difpofitions of l*>ance towards this country, 
and it produced an anfwer from. Lord Grenville, 
which was afterwards read iathe National AfTembly, 
that breathed the ftrongeft fentiments of peace and 
amity, with an unequivocal engagement from our 
King directly and pqfitively to maintain the treaty of 
navigation and commerce between the two nations. 

This proclamation, fmgular as it was, occafioned 
very warm and interefting debates in both Houfes of 
Parliament, and became the teft, upoa which Mr. 
Burke's profelytes. read openly their recantation of 
their former opinions, and enlifted formally under 
the banner of his doftrines. The proclamation was 
more oppofed and difapproved of in the Commons 
than in the Lords, though the number and confe- 
quence of the perfons who on this occafion feceded 
from thofe, with whoin they had formerly aded, was 
proportionably greater in the Lords than in the Com- 
mons. The arguments, by which the proclamation 
was oppofed in both Houfes by thofe who had the 
fteadinefs to judge and the firmnefs to ad upon their 
old principles in this hour of alarm, were nearly the 
fame. That the Minifters of the Crown had through 
the moft criminal negle£l or timidity permitted the 
free circulation of Paine's books, againfl: which they 
. admitted the proclamatioim to be aimed, and were 
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j^onfequently rdponfible for all the evil confeqtMfnceS 
|)roduced by it in the nation. That by negle^ng 
to enforce the laws in repreffing tumult and diforder 
'whilft they would be effectual, they bad permitted the 
evil to acquire fuch ftrength that they werenow juft- 
ly doubtful of their efficacy, and therefore had re- 
courfe to the extraordinary and hazardous attempt 
tt> check by royal proclamation what they had ne- 
gleded to reprefs by the conftituiional means of legal 
procefs : by whidi they had vilified the Conftitution^ 
and acpofed the prerogative to difguft and contem^. 
That they meanly attempted to f(Creen their weak- 
>nefsand ^ar to prdfecute the writer or publilher of 
thefe feditioits writings^ linder an infidiou^.pret^ice 
of ignorance, as if Thomas Paine wereunknown to 
be the author^ or J. S« Jordan the publiiher of them. 
That it was eftablifiiing in a free country a fyftem of 
tfpiemge widely fcn^eign from the fpirit of theBrittfli 
Gonftkuticm, which was never intended to be fupport- 
cd'by fpies and informers. That this proclamation was 
the mod unequivocal avowal of the weaknefs and 
timidity of Minifters, and the direft way of enfuring 
to the author that confequence, which neither hi^ 
merit nor his impunity would have otherwife acquired. 
In the prevailing rage for difcountenancing all 
popular attempts to enlarge or ftrengthen the li- 
berty of the fubjcft, it is a ground of furprife, though 
of infinite confolatiori to EngliJhmen, to reflefl;, that 
by the fteady-and undaunted eflforts of fome real 
friends ef the people^ the great and important rights 
of juried to determine upon the whole quedion at 
iffue was finally eftablifliedby the Libel Bill. And 
what in the prefent eircumftances added much to the 
aiftonifement of the calm obferver was, that the bill 
was brought in by Mr. Fox, and was the primary 
and favourite obje£i: of tbofe affociations which bad 
given fuch alarming umbrage to Government. In 
the Lords the opinion oi^the twelve Judges was taken, 
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and was decifive againft the bill. The Chancellor 
and Lord Kenyon fupported the opinion of the Judge^^ 
with great warmth, but it weiis aWy and fuccefsfuUy 
oppofed by Lords Camden, Loughborough, Gren- 
ville and others. On this triumph of liberty in fo 
critical a junfiture, juftice demands from every true 
JBriton an honourable teftimony of gjratitude to the 
brilliant talents and undaunted and perfevering pa- 
jriotifm of that truly conftitutional advocate Mr. 
Erlkine, to whom above any other country dwes the 
invaluable boon. 

Whatever fecret alliance or conneftion this couil* 
try may have formed with the continental power^ 
againft France, yet the appearance of neutrality was 
jkept up. The courts of Vienna and Berlin had 
avowed openly their convention relative to the afr 
fairs of France, and on the 17th of this month the 
King^ of Pru0ia and Hungary delivered a joint de- 
claiation to all tb^e miniijters at the diet of Ratiibon, 
excepting thofe of Saxony and Hanover ; in which 
they pre&d th^e di^erent States of the Epipire for 
their quotas and contributions to preferve the empire 
againft the threatened invafions of France. It was 
ill received, and reludantly and only in part com- 
{died^witfa. 
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fVEN the late royal proclamation proved inef- 
feftual in counteraSing the popular difcontents lA 
North Britain, particularly againft the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department. On the 4th of 
this month, t)ie day annually allotted for the joyous 
celebration of his Majcfty's birth-day, the Lord 
Provoft and Magiftrates of Edinburgh, apprehen- 
five that the popularity of the Right Honourable 
Secretary Mr. Dundas would not (land the humour 
of the multitude, which the feu de joie and other 
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illuminations that loyalty had prepared on this fef- 
tive occafion would aflemble, direfted all pethhs t> 
keep their fervants, apprentices, and workmen tirith- 
in doors on the King's birth-day. It had been well 
known that a complete fuit of clothes and all other 
external orrjamenis of drefs had been ordered from 
London to decorate an effigy of the Rl^ht Honour- 
able Secretary, in the ttiaii fcrupulous fimilitiide to 
the, original, which they meaflt to Commit on this 
night to the flames. The kiiowledge of this cir- 
cumftance put the magiftrates, otherwife much 
alarmed at the difcontented fpirit of the people, on 
their guard to provide a larger military force than 
ufual, to iupprefs aiiy riot or tumult that might 
break out on the occafion. On the evening of the 
birth-day, the populace became much irritated by 
the appearance of fo many foldiers parading the' 
ftreets, whilft ho attempts were made to break or 
interrupt the peace of the city. The dragoons gal- 
loping through the ftreets to difpeife the curioud 
and hitherto uftoflfending multitude increafed their 
numbers; they foon began to fet the military at 
defiance, though headed by the Lord Provoft and 
other magiftrates : they dtove feveral fentinels from 
their pofts, and burnt their boxes. About mid- 
night they difperfed gradually, and -fourteen of the 
moft adive rioters were apprehended and coilfined 
in the caftle. On the next day every appeai'arice of 
riof having fubfided, the dragoons were fent b?ck 
to their quarters about two miles ' from the town. 
But in the evening a very great mob affembled in 
the neighbourhood of St. George's fquare, whither 
they carried in proceffion the efngy of Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, which they fifft hanged, and then commit-* 
ted to the flames, amidft the fhouts of the furrouiid- 
ing multitude. They irifulted, and pelted with 
ftones and other miflive weapons^ both the military, 
and thofe who attempted to divert them from their 
K riotou9 
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riotous and fedltious purpofes. They had broken 
aU the windows of the houfe of the Lord Advocate 
(Mr. Robert Dundas; the fon-in-law of the Secre- 
tary), but were forced by the military to defift from 
their apparent intent to demolilh it. Being difperfed 
fjrom this fcene, they foon rallied "again in St. 
Cebrge^s fquare, and had aSually begun to demolifli 
the houfe of Mr^. Dundas^ the mother of the Right 
Honourable Secretary, when they were fired upon 
by the foldiers, but without any effeflt. Upon this 
they grew more outrageous ; and being perfuaded 
that the foldiers- mufquets had been charged only 
with powder, they attacked them with more affur- 
aiice, and with every occafional weapon which their 
fury adminiftered. The foldiers upon their fecond 
fire killed feven of the rioters, and wounded feveral. 
After this the mob difperfed without attempting any 
farther outrage. But on the third day in the even- 
ing they aflembjed a^ain in a very riotous manner, 
and. began to demolift the houfe of the Lord Pra- 
vpft in St. Andrew's fquare. ' They were interrupt- 
ed in their attempt by the timely interventW of the 
militsiry, who had the happinefs this night of dif- 
perfing the rioters without the neceffity of firing 
upon them : thev fecured ten of the moft aftive 
aniong them. On the following day the Lord 
Provoft convened a general meeting of the citizens ; 
a ftep which had not been taken for thirty years 
before ; where feveral refolutions were entered into 
to preferve the peace of the city, which fortunately 
has never been interrupted fince that time. / 

This mifguided rabble Had, it feems, attributed 
the refufal of the Houfe of Commons to examine 
into the nature of the -grievances of their free Bur- 
geffes, after having undertaken to do it, to the fole 
influence of Mr. Secretary Dundas, and had there* 
fore pointed their whole relentment againft him 
and. bis family. An awful trait of the precariouf- 
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nefs of popular favour. For if a title can be raifed 
to popularity, he has the fupet-eminent claim unto 
k whom nature has endowed with every focial and 
beneficent difpofition to pleafe and gratify, and upoA 
whom fortune has laviihed the means of indulging 
it. Since the happy deftruSion of the fyftem ot 
favouritifm in this country, the rare phenomenon . 
of the concentration of fo much royal favour in 
one individual, as in the perfon of Mr.' Dundas, 
has not appeared— »At one and the fame time Se- 
cretary of State for the Home Department, Treat- 
furer of the Royal Navy, a Lord of Trade and 
Plantations, and the direfting Commiffioner of il/e 
Board of Control fpr the management of the affairs. 
of the Eaft Indies. The Herculean labour of exe^ 
outing thefe numerous, arduous, and important of- 
fices* is furely rtipre than adequate to the moderate 
?ippointmen.ts of 16,000 1. which the Right Honour^ 
able Secretary is faid annually to receive from the 
National Treafury. Multifarious as were the ap- 
pointments of the Duke of Buckingham under 
jfatjies. I., the patronage annexed to them >Vas infig- 
iiificant when compared to that which Mr. Difndas 
now commands in England, over Scotland, and 
throughout Itfdia and all its concerns and dependen- 
cies. ' But as the political exigencies of the preftat 
fyftem of Adminiftration feem to require very ftrong 
fneafur^s, it became a neceffary part of that plan, 
to fupply at leaft the oftenfible advifers of them 
with the fureft means of commanding popularity, 
which, alone could render them palatable to the 
nation. 

It has been before remarked, that the oppofition 
which the Chancellor had given to Mr. Pitt's Na- 
tSqnal l!)ebt Bill had brought on the neceffiry of his 
refigning the Great Seals of England. When that 
Bill was read a third time in the Houfe of Peers, 
^d was paffed, Lord Rawdon, vyho with Lord 
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Scormont and many others again oppofed it as a 
mcafure of extreme prefumption, arrogance, and 
inefficiency, faid, ** One njifchievous confequcnce 
•* of it the country was already apprifed of, viz. 
** that it had b^en the means of depriving the pub- 
** He of the further fervic^s of the noble and learned 
^* Lord on the woolfack, whofe great abilities^ and* 
** known integrity had defervedly rendered him the 
.*' objeS of univerfal admiration and efteepi/* He 
had not {lowcver ^s yet actually refigned ; when his 
oppofitjon to the third reading of the New Eorcft 
pill in the Lord? precipitated his removal from the 
woolfack^ before the Cabinet could negpciatc for a 
more accommodating fucceflbr. His objeftion? 
againfl: the Bill were, thai it had been brought into 
the Houfe without the confent, and militated ftrpng- 
ly againfl the real intereft of the Crown, at a mo- 
.ment when, if ever, the rights an^ prerogatives of 
jthe Crown ought, particularly by that Houfe, to be 
fuppcrted ; and that it contained feyeral claufes o^ 
a mifchievous and unconftitutional tendency. This 
JJew Foreft Bill, which has been always looked 
jjpon as' the favoupte child of Mr. Secretary Rofe, 
was goaded through both Houfes of Parliatnent 
lindcr the preffure of various and weighty objec- 
tions. But the ftrong light in which the Chan- 
cellor and others expofed the lurking defigns an4 
anticonftitufional tendency of the Bill on the third 
reading, baffled all the views of its perfevering pa- 
rent, and it was no more brought forward. Lord 
.Portcheiter concluded his fpeech againft the Bill ia 
the Lords, by declaring that his Majefty had not 
proper materials before him to enable him to forq^ 
a judgment, and give ^ found and wife confent to 
its paffing. But the provident Secretary, from his 
pcrfonal knowledge of the claims of individuals^ 
and the rights of the Crown upon the New Foreft^ 
p bringing in the bill had given thp public too 
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Jarg€ a credit for being as deeply canverfant with 
the fubje£t as himfelf. 

On the 1 5th of the month his Majefty, after hav- 
ing given his royal affent to eighteen bills, made a 
gracious Speech from the Throne. In our princi- 
ples of the conftitutional refponfibility of Minifters, 
the King's Speech is ever confidered as that of his 
Minifler; no wonder then that it contained fo 
pompous an eulogy of the National Debt Bill^ upon 
which th^ marked difapprobation of the Chancellor 
had thrown fo much difcredit. " I have alfo ob- 
** ferved with the utmoft fatisfaftion the meafurcs 
^* which you have adopted for the diminution X)f 
^* the public burthjens, while you have at the fame 
" time made additional provifion for the reduflion 
** of the prefent national debt, and eftablilhed a 
" pernianent fyftem for preventing the dangerous 
^' accpmulation of deJDt in future/' His Majefty 
was alfo very emphatic in afluring his people, that 
it would be his principal care to preferve to them 
the uninterrupted bleffings of peace. He then 
prorogued the Parliament to the 30th day of the 
enfuing Auguft. 

After the refolute and pointed difapprobation by 
the Chancellor of fome of the favourite meafures of 
Adminiftration, it was not to be fuppofed that the 
majority in the Cabinet fhould any longer expofc 
their plans to the condemnation of the man, in 
whofe integrity and judgment the nation had ever 
placed the moft iinreferved confidence. The Par- 
liament was now prorogued, and no immediate ne< 
ceffity arofe for finding out a fucceflbr to the wool- 
fack ; but for the fake of the equity of the nation, 
the Seals could not be kept up in the breaft of the 
Minifter, to await the doubtful clofe of the chapter 
of accidents, or the uncertain refult of negociation, 
till the next meeting of Parliament. Accordingly, 
pnthe 15th of the month, his Majefty cbnftituted 
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Sir James Eyre, Sir William Alhhurft, and Sir 
John "Wilfon, Lords Commiffioners for the cuftody 
pf the Great Seals of England. 

The war between France and Auftria was carried 
on with various fuccefs in Flanders in the different 
ikirmifhes which happened, though nothing decjfive 
v/%s even attempted by either party : difturbances in 
the mean time of the moft alarnjing nature con- 
vulfed the capital of France. On the 20th of the 
.month the department of Paris appeared at the bar 
of ike National Affembly, and informed them, that 
a multitude of 100,000 perfons of both fexe§, 
armed with pikes, fwords, mufquets, and even ar- 
tillery were marching towards the Thuillerie§. 
They foon arrived, ahc^ were admitted to the bji^r 
jof the Affemhly, with tfen or twelve pieces of cai}^ 
jQon. They proceieded in order through the body 
of the Affemibly, to the Caroufel in front of tbp 
palace, rjepeating the civic oath as they went. Al- 
though there was a cpnfiderable military force in 
jthe palace, which could well have defended it ; yet 
to avoid confufion and bloodflied, about four o'clock 
the gates of the palace were thrown open, and im- 
mediately all the apartments were filled with the 
jcnob to the number of more than 40,000. They 
placed the red cap of liberty upon the head of the 
ilingj forced him to drink out of a bottle to the health 
of the Nation, and grofsly infulted him by the moft 
infolent and audacious queftions, aifuting him that 
he Aould not long enjoy his pretended right to ex- 
crcife the veto. The C^een on this trying occafion 
behaved with a dignified condefcenfipn, that extort- 
ed from the mob a refpeft and deference which was 
neither expected nor intended. The Mayor of 
Paris, with much difficulty, cleared the apartments, 
about nine o'clock of the fame night, without any 
fiirtiier outrage having been committed. On the 
2 2d his Majefty publiihed a proclamation concem- 
' ; ing 



ing trail&dlons of the 20th ; in wliich he fpiritedly 
reprefented to the nation, that a mifguided mob bady 
vrith artillery ruflied into the guard-room of the pa- 
lace, broken open the doors of his apartments with 
axes, and endeavoured to extort from him his £ainc« 
tion to two decrees, which be had conftitutiooally 
refufed to give ; that though he were ready to fau* 
orifice his perfonal repofe, yet he never would faerie 
fice his duty, and was refolved to his laft breath to 
afford the Conftituted Authorities an exanyple of 
courage and firmnefs, which could alone fave the 
empire. This ^as followed by a cold proclamation 
from Petion, the Mayor of Paris, declaring that the 
laws ought to be refpeded which prohibited the 
meetings of armed citizens. No enquiry was bo\»u 
ever inftituted refpe£ting the authors or the peipe* 
trators of thefe outrages. The impunity of fudt 
public offenders befpeaks loudly the weaknefs or 
the malice of the magiftracy. 

In the courfe of this month fome ferious efforts 
w^re made in Ireland, to eftabHfh a political union 
between the body of Difltenters and that of the 
Roman Catholics. The former were highly indig- 
nant at the general fyftem of government that haii 
been carried on for years in that kingdom ; the lat- 
ter had long groaned imder the galling preffure of 
the fevered: code of penal laws that bad ever ds& 
graced a Chriftian legiflature, and they had been re- 
cently wounded by the moft humiliating rejeiftion 
of their petition to Parliament to be admitted to a 
participation of the eiedive firanchife. Though the 
fpiritual dodrines of the Pre^yteriaa and the Ro- 
man Catholic widely differ from each other ; yet 
fu€h fortunately V^as their due fenfe of the difference 
between civil and religious obligations^ fuch their 
imptdved ideas of the Britilh (or Irilh) Conditution, 
t\^t one corttffton view, one common intereft, led 
them on to alraofl: an enthufiaftic co-operation in 
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emancipating their country. They had both leanr-^' 
cd their refpe£tive parts of Mr. Grattan's politicai 
aphorifm^ that . the Irijh Protejtant Jhould never be 
frecy until the Irijh Catholic Jhould ceafe to he a Jlave. 
In the prefent iituation of the Britifh empire, and 
tinder the exifting circumftances of the Irifh nation^ 
the difcontent and confequent irritation of three out 
of four millions of its inhabitants became an objed: 
of ferious alarm to Government, efpecially >vben 
there was a profpeft of the body of the Diffenters 
coalefcing with this bulk of the nation. Such a 
coalition could not fail to give regular, preconcert- 
ed, and perhaps deep-planned movements to a body 
of men roufed into aftion merely by the forencfs of 
their prefent fufFerings. There were not wanting 
men of folid thought, ftrong reafoning, and un- 
ihaken determination to inftil into this vafl: mafs of 
people, awaking from a long , lethargy of inadion 
and wretchednefs, the pleafmg and felf*convincing 
verities, that a free nation cannot be taxed that is 
not repre£ented, nor l^ounden by laws in the fram« 
ing of which they do not concur. 

By what particular manoeuvre the coalition was 
for the prefent warded off, I cannot trace. Govern- 
ment was certainly very anxious to prevent \Xy 
though nothing I believe contributed fo much to- 
wards it, as the very warm part which the Diffenters 
openly took in the fucceffes of the French Re volutin 
onifls, and the undifguifed prediledion that fome of 
their lefs confiderate aflbciates profeffed for a repub- 
lican reform of government. Thefe fentiments dag- 
gered the generality of the Roman Catholics, the 
extent of whofe views went only to be admitted to 
an equal (hare of the exifting conftitution of govern- 
ment, from which they were excluded ; but in no 
ihape to lend their affiftance to change or demolifh 
it, much lefs to frame a new one upon any other 
foundation. 
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The addrefs and policy with which the Irifli Ro- 
man Catholics conducted their efforts in every (lage 
to procure their freedom, have ever appeared to me 
truly admirable. They were fully fenfible that the 
frantic excefles of the French revoluiionifts, and 
the unwarrantable exertions of their imitators and 
abettors within thefe kingdoms, had raifed an infu- 
perable bar at this time to every extenfion of liberty 
by way of reform or redrefs. They were fully aware 
that Mr. Burke had founded the alarm, znd fortified 
and armed the benevolence of Government againft the 
defperate enierprifes of innovation. • That he did not 
dtfcern how the prefent time came to befo very favour* 
able to all exertions in the caufe of freedom : And they 
were too obferving not to remark the influence which 
Mr. Burke's books and principles had lately pro-* 
duced upon the nation. They therefore moft ju- 
diciouily committed the management of their con- 
cerns to Mr. Burke, jun.' in order to fecure through 
their agent the advice and the cbuntenance and the 
fupport of the father. Their moll fanguine expec- 
tancies were gratified. They became exempted from 
his general ban and anathema againft innovators and 
reformers. And he was fatisfied that the dodrines 
which the Roman Catholics applied to their own 
cafe, though wide in their principles^ were not meant to be 
carried furtf^er than they at frft pretended. In a word, 
be wrote a moft liberal, ingenious, and eloquent 
letter to his friend Sir Hercules Langriihe, upon the 
reafonablenefs of the Roman Catholics' claim to the 
cleftive franchife ; to the effefts of which letter per- 
haps under God, that body of his countrymen owe 
the portion of liberty which they now enjoy. Thus 
fecured under the impenetrable £gij^ of Mr. Burke's 
fandion, from any imputation of Gallic democracy 

• Reflexions, p. 79. 
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iu th^r efforts to procyre their emancipation, they 
took the great work in hand, and proceeded in it 
with prudence, caution, and eaergy. They wer« 
gracioufly abfolved from the neceifity, in this in* 
ftance, of adopting the credence or following the 
example of their conduftor and prote£lor. They 
could not like him f really think they Itved in a free 
, country ; npr cqnftder the treafure of their liberty ^ ra^ 
iher as a pojfejjion to befecured^ than as a prize to be 
contended for. The raeafures which in this coiv- 
teation they purfped, will make the fubjeft of future 
pages, as they may occur in their refpe^ive time 
and order. 

f Rcfleiftiona, p. yg, 
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JULY, 1792* 
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King to all the Powers of Europe-^Pmrticularly fo-^ 
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Awbajfador*s note to Lord Grenville^^Evqftve an» 
fwer of our Court-^Convention of Pilnitz^^Death 
of Liopold-^Francis declared Emperor-^The Courts 
of Vienna and Berlin engage in open war againfi 
France — The declarations y their reafons for war. 
-^Manifeftoes of the Duke of Brunfwick-^The prin^ 
ciples of the Confederates in engaging in the war — 
Meeting and refolutions of the Scots meeting on the 
reform of the Burghs — Addreffes upon the proclama* 
tion^^Flying camp at Bagjhot. 



xF airunufual continuance of peace ; if an anin- 
terrupced enjoyment of power ; if the unlimited con- 
fidence of the fovereign and the people ;. if the daily 
increafing commerce, the brilliant termination of a 
fuccelsful war ; if the very diftrefles of our neigh* 
hours give additional ftrength to the arm of Govern- 
ment, they redouble alfo the obligation of Minifters 
to fecure to the Nation, if not an increafe, at leaft 
the continuance of the blellings which naturally floW 
from them. 
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Advices were during this month. received of the 
fignal viftory gained by Lord Cornwallis over Tip- 
poo Sultan, which produced overtures of peace from 
the latter : a ceffation of arms between the two ar- 
mies was fettled, and guaranteed by the tranfmiffion 
of the two fons of Tippob to Lord Cornwallis as 
hoftages : by the definitive treaty of peace, three 
crores and thirty lacks of Sicca rupees were agreed 
to be paid to the allies, and one half of the domini- 
ons which were in the poffeffion of Tippoo at the 
commencement of the war, were ceded to the allies 
adjacent to their refpeftive boundaries and agreeably 
to their eleftion. Thefe conceffions were infilled 
upon and accepted by Lord Cornwallis as eflfedtual to 
preferve the future peace of India from being inter- 
rupted by Tippoo or any other power. 

The political fituation of France at this time draws 
our attention to a vaft variety of circumftances, that 
in their confequences involve the deareft interefts of 
our own and every kingdom of Europe. She was 
hitherto only engaged in ^war againft the Emperor* 
But the principles, or rather politics, which have 
fince produced the general federacy againft France, 
were from henceforth working a filent, though 
violent, effeft. • The French forefaw the ga- ' 
thering ftorm, and adopted vigorous meafures 
to refift it. The legiflative body pafled a fet form of 
decrees, for arming the kingdom whenever it fhould 
be in danger, as they declared it then was. The 
king addrefled a letter to the National Aflembly to 
exhort them to internal peace and harmony, as the 
fure means of repelling the boftile attacks of any fo- 
reign enemies. He fent a formal notification to all 
the powers of Europe, by which he difavowed and 
protefted againft all the afis which the French prin- 
ces had done in his name, as to making loans of mo- 
• ney, entering into negociations with foreign courts, " 
and levying troops. He profeffed his attachment to 

the 



tite Conftittttion, \vbicb he had freely accepted and 
fworn to defend, and aflured them of his determi^ 
nation to make ufe of all the force put into hisiiands 
againft the enemies of France, whatever pretexts 
might be employed to countenance the armed aiTem- 
blies of the emigrants, or to fupport them in their 
^)oftile proceedings. The minifter foon after an- 
nounced to the affembly the confederacy of Vienna 
and Berlin againft their country, and that they 
\i^ould foon be attacked by an army of 150,000 
men. 

France bad on every occafion fince the commence- 
ment of its revolution up to this period, expreffed 
the moft anxious folicitude to preferve a good under- 
ftanding with this country. Nor were there any 
terms fo humiliating or harfli to which fhe did not 
ever appear ready to fubmit, in order to enfure this 
grand and primary objeft. Nothing can be more 
emphatically expreffive of thefe fentiments, than the 
note which M. de Chauvelin prefented upon this 
fubjeft to Lord Grenville ; in which, for preferving 
the tranquillity of Europe, which would never be 
interrupted if France and England united to main- 
tain it, the King of the French urges his Britannic 
Majefty zealoufly to employ his good offices with his 
allies, to prevent them from granting to the ene- 
mies of France, direftly or indireftly, any affiftance. 
He complains of the meafures taken by the court of 
Vienna to engage the Pruffians in a quarrel foreign 
from their interefts, and intimates that fimilar at- 
tempts were fuccefsfully made vjpon the republic of 
Holland. He further complains of the menaces 
employed to draw the different . members of 
the Germanic body from that prudent neutrality, 
which their political Htuation and their deareft inte- 
refts prefcribe to them ; and of the engagements ta- 
ken with the different fovereigns of Italy to deter- 
mine them to commence hoftilities againft France : 

he 
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he laments the Intrigues which had arm«d Ruifit 
againft the Conftitution of Polaad, and which an-^ 
Bounce a great conlpiracy againft all free States, that 
threatens ine\icably to plunge Europe into a general 
war. He invites him to employ in his wifdom, and 
in the plenmide of his influence, the means corapa^ 
tible with the independence of the French Nation^ 
to (top whilft yet it might be eflfeded the progrefe 
of this combination, which threatens equally the 
peace, the liberty, and the happinefs of Europe, and 
particularly to prevent from acceding to this combi-* 
Bation, tbofe of his allies, whom they may wifli to 
^raw into it, or even thofe, who may already have 
been engaged in it by fear, artifice, and the diffe* 
rent pretexts of a policy equally falfe and detefta-* 
ble. 

Whatever favourable difpofition our court might 
have felt towards the general armed confederacy, 
which it may ftill have thought prudent to difiemble, 
a lefs fatisfa£bry anfwer could not hav« been given 
to M* Chauvelin*s note. The raweft novice in poK* 
rtcs wiii perceive an obvious difference between the 
interference with the internal afiairs of an indepen- 
dent itate, and the intermediation of a third power 
to prevent or cloie a rupture between contending fo- 
vereigns. The former as evidently incroaches upon 
the rights and independence of other fovereigns, as 
the latter acknowledges and recognizes them. The 
only fatisfadion however attempted to be given to 
this ofiidal note, was, ^ That the fame fentioients 
** w4iich engaged his Majefty not to interfere with 
^ the internal affairs of France, equally tended to 
^ induce him to refped the rights and independance 
^* of other fovereigns, and particularly thofe of bis 
** allies." This evafive anfwer to the French am- 
baflfadw fiifficiently l)efpoke the approbation with 
which England viewed the meafures of its allies 
afainft France. 

ll 
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It ba^t not Htbetto and perbapt ikever m\\ be eer- 
taiikly known to the public what the ditcGt and fuU 
purport was of that convention which was holden at 
Pilnitz in the courfe of the year 1 790. I (hall ha- 
^rd no conjediores ; but (hall conclude that where 
I fee a vaft federative combination of great powen 
againft France, it mud have been formed at the cm-' 
]y meeting which has taken place between the lead^ 
ing members of that confederacy, who from that 
time have cooperated in no other public mea« 
fures than in thofe which they have purfued againft 
France. 

The late Etnperor I-eopold finiftied his (hort reign, 
by almoft a fudden death on the firft of March.— ^ 
Grievous fufpicions of French poifon had alfo been 
entertained upon his death at fo very critical a mo« 
ment ; but an authentic narrative of his cafe did 
away that impreffion. He was fucceeded by his fon 
Francis I. who was proclaimed Emperor at Frank- 
fort on the 5th of July. The firft aft of his reignj 
was to declare his cordial acceffion to the treaty of 
Pilnitz ; and frqri) henceforth the courts of Vien- 
na and Berlin joined in public hoftilities againft 
France. 

The court of Vienna publilhed a declaration or 
manifefto oi the reafons which induced her to take 
\jp arms againft France. The firft of thefe regarded 
the nature of the protection afforded to the emi- 
grants, which through mifreprefentation had given 
much umbrage to France. The next touched that 
fpirit of anarchy and violence now reigning in 
France, of whi<:b it had become neceffary for a con- 
cert of princes to check the progrefs, in order to op- 
pofe the introduftion of it into their ftates. That it 
depended on thofe who reign at prefent oyer Fran^^ 
to make this concert ceafe immediately, by refpeft- 
sng the tranquillity and rights of other powers, and 
\9 guarantee the ejfential baJU of the French mqnarcbi- 
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cal form of GovsYnment agaihft the infringements of . 
violence and anarchy. That France had fent an ar- 
my of one hundred and thirty thoufand men to the 
* borders of the Auftrian Netherlands, whilft Auftria 
had not even ten thoufand men to defend them. In 
a word, that whilft France was loudly complaining 
(without reafon) of other powers for interfering in 
the confequences of their new Conftitution, they 
were endeavouring to fubvcrt all Governments by 
fpreading^ all over Europe feduftion and infurrec- 
tion. 

The King of Pruffia alfo publiflied an expofition 
of the reafons which had determined him to take up 
arms againft France. His manifefto was more dit- 
fufe than that of Auftria, and entered more particu- 
larly into the fuppreflion and invafion of the rights 
and pofTeilions of the German princes of Alface and 
Lorrain, and the violation of the treaties that united 
France to the German Empire. It particularly no- 
ticed the mifchievous confequences of propagating 
anti-monarchical principles : and that the unprovok- 
ed attack of his ally the King of Hungary and Bo* 
hernia in his Belgic provinces, he looked upon as an 
invafion of the German Empire by French troops, 
and confequently as an unequivocal declaration of 
war by France againft his ally, with whom he bad 
entered into a defenfive alliance. 

Thefe ads or manifeftoes of the allied powers pro* 
duced a confiderable fermentation at Paris. The 
country was publicly declared to be in danger, and 
the moft vigorous meafures were immediately adopt- 
ed to recruit the army and ftrengthen the frontiers. 
A royal proclamation was publiflitd, which fet forth 
in a very ftrong light the dangers to which the coun- 
try was expofed.* The confequence was a profufion 
of volunteers and recruits of all ages and qualities 
pouring down upon the frontiers with the ardour of 
the moft frantic enthufiafm* 
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It is well known that Coblentz was the general 
rendezvous of all the French emigrants. Here they 
had affembled to the number of near twenty thou- 
fand ; and the King of Pruflia on his arrival was re- 
ceived as their faviour. The natural vivacity of the 
French difpofition had already anticipated the reduc- 
tion of their country to the unlimited power of their 
former monarch, and the whole ancient order of 
things. The reigning Duke of Brunfwick had the 
command of the combined armies which were def- 
tined for the great enterprifc of invading France.— 
But before he began his march from Coblentz, in 
order that the whole world might fully know the 
views and fpirit of his glorious miffion, he publiflied 
a declaration or manifeflo in his own name ; in 
which he firft generally recapitulated the reafons 
which had induced the Emperor and the King of Pruf- 
fia to combine their forces againft France. *^ To 
*' thefe high interefts," fays he, " is added another 
*' important objeft, and which both fovereigns have 
*' moft cordially in view, which is to put an end to 
** that anarchy which prevails in the interior parts 
*' of France ; to put a flop to the attacks made on 
♦' the throne and the altar ; and reftore to the king 
" his legitimate power, &c/* Then, as comman- 
der in chief of the two armies, he difavows any pre- 
tence to enrich themfelves by conquefl: ; and dif- 
claims any intention to meddle with the internal Go* 
vernment of France. But in cafe of their making 
any refiftance when fummoned to furrender, or 
when attacked ; or of their not preventing confla* 
grations, murders, and pillage ; or of their remov- 
ing the King and Royal Family from Paris ; or of 
their attempting to force or infult the palace of the 
Thuilleries ; or of their offering the leaft violence or 
outrage to their Majefties or the Royal Family : 
then does he fulminate his malediftions upon the de- 
voted land } he denounces inflant death to the rebels 
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taken in arms ; decapitation and conBfcation to the 
members of the departments, diftrids, and municir* 
palities ; milkary execution to the members of the 
national affembly, magiftratcs, and all the inhabi- 
tants of Paris ; and total deftruftion to their guilty 
ciiy. 

Notwithftanding the raging fiercenefs of this thun- 
dering menace, the Duke of Brunfwick was ftill 
haunted with the reproaching qualms of lenity ; and 
before a fymptom of the effefts of his firfl: manifefto 
<:ould be perceived, in lefs than forty-eight hours he 
fends forth a fecond to confirm and heighten the 
terror of the firft ; declaring befides, "that if, con- 
♦' trary to all expeftation, by the perfidy or bafe- 
** nefs of fome inhabitants of Paris, the King, the 
*' Queen, or any other perfon of the Royal Family 
*^ (hould be carried off from that city, all th^ pla- 
** ces and towns whatfoever which fliall hot have 
*' oppofed their paffage, and fhall not have flopped 
^' their proceedings, Ihall incur the fame punifli-' 
'^ ments as thofe inflifted on the inhabitants of Pa- 
" ris, and their rout^ ihall be marked with a feries 
" of exemplary punifliments juftly dup to the authors 
<^ and abettors of crimes for which there is bo ret ' 
« miffion." 

However carefully the different parties to the con- 
vention of Pilnitz conceal from the eyes of curiofity 
and of intereft, the origin, bafis, and (priqgs that 
fet the vaft federative machine in motion, yet can^ 
Hot the public be blind to the meafures they have 
;i6tually purfued, nor ought the faithful annalift to 
lofe fight of th^ principles upon which they profefs^ 
to hav^ entered into the federacy, upon which they 
boaft.of having undertaken and continued a moft de- 
ftruftive war, and upon which they have fucceeded 
in engaging this country,- as well as moft other pow. 
^rs of Europe, in the fatal alliance. Truth and juf- 
Uc^ are never at Yariance. -All parties difavow the 



tight, and dlfclaim the intention of interfering with 
the internal Government of France ; and in the fame 
breath they infift upon the abolition of that change 
in their internal Government which the Nation had 
called for, and which the Kinpj himfelf had accept- 
ed and confirmed by oath. They diftate the mode 
and place in which thefe alterations are to be brought 
about, or new arrangements formed in the internal 
Government of the kingdom. They threaten to 
enforce the execution of their interfering mandates, 
not by the flow, cold, and inefficient procefe of cri- 
minal law ; but by the bold energy of military juf- 
tice, by the fummary and indifcriminate deftruflion 
of whole bodies, munioipaiities, towns, cities, de- 
partments, and provinces. No difavowal of thefe 
principles has as yet been attempted by the confe- 
derated powers. Their inability indeed to reduce 
them to praSice has been fufficiently manifefted. 
They boaft of their meritorious aid in affifting, to 
check the eonfufion and fupprefs the anarchy of 
France. Thus did certain confederated powers force 
theirofficiousfervices upon Poland in 1773,10 head the 
fufferings of that diftrafted kingdom ; and they ge- 
neroufly rewarded their own meritorious interference 
by the difmemberment and partition of a great part ' 
of that unfortunate empire. 

Great Britain had not hitherto appeared upon the 
ftage in this eventful tragedy : her part, intended to 
be the principal and moft interefting of the piece, 
ivas cautioufly referred for the latter fcenes of the 
cataftrophe : yet had the prompter (perhaps impru- 
dently and prematurely) divulged too much of the 
fpirit and intrigue of the plot : * " ^ ever a foreign 
** prince enters into France^ he muft enter it as into a 
** country of ajfajjhu. Th^ mode of civilized war will 
*^ not be prailifed^ nor are the French^ who ail upon 

* Letter to a Member of the National Affembly, p. 45. 
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*' the prefent fyftem^ entitled to expe£l it. All war 
*' ij^hieh is not battle^ will be military execution. This 
'* wiil beget a£ls of retaliation from you ; and every nf- 
*' tahation will be^^et a new revenge. The hell-hounds 
*' of war on all fides will be uncoupled and unmuzzled.** 
When a criminal is forewarned that there. can be no 
remiffionfor his crime, his remaining liberty will 
of courfe be ufed to ward off the threatened execu- 
tion : he will be lefs delicate in the future means of 
felf-prefervation than he had been in contrafting 
the original guilt. What Ipfs of blood have not 
thefe fatal menaces occafioned in France ! 

Notwithflanding the Burgeffes of the royal Scotch 
Burghs had failed in their late attempts to bring their 
grievances under the confideration of the legiflature, 
they could not thus abandon a caufe which they 
knew to be founded in truth and therefore entitled 
to juftice. The fteady perfeverance of confciou« 
reSitude is powerfully operative. The delegates 
from the different Burghs had met and deliberated 
lor feveral days upon the fubjed: at Edinburgh. The 
cool and conftitutional fpirit with which they pro- 
ceeded in this grand work, was a moft exemplary 
pattern for all perfons labouring under grievances 
from which they think themfelves entitled to be. 
freed. On the 26th of the month they thought 
proper to publilh to the world at large the real views 
and motives for their undertaking to bring about 
this neceSary reform in the Burghs: they werejuft- 
ly indignant at being reprefented (as the falhion had 
become) as turtfulent and feditious men, aiming at 
the fubverfion of Government and the deftruftion 
of the Conftitution. *' The Convention," they fay, 
** of BurgefTes met for the purpofe of obtaining fronai 
" the wifdom and juftice of the Britifli legiflature a 
*^ reform in the internal government of the royal 
** Burghs of Scotland, think it their duty at this 
" time to declare, that they entertain the moft k)yal 

" attachment 
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" attachment to our moft gracious Sovereign and 
" his illuftrious family, the deepeft fenfe of the fu« 
•' perior excellence of the Britifli Conftitution, to 
*' maintain for ever the principles on which it is 
" eftabliflhed, and to defend it from every innovation 
*• by which it may in the llighleft degree be hurt or 
** injured/* 

In this and the preceding months addreiTes upon 
the late proclamation were poured in from mod 
counties, boroughs and towns in the kingdom. For 
a great part of this month a flying camp of about 
five thoufand men was kept up on and about Bagfhot- 
Heath. The Duke of Richmond, who had projed- 
ed the Icheme, was the commander in chief, and 
fignalized himfelf in this army by his attention to 
the difcipline of the men and the feverity of the fer* 
vice which he made them undergo during this (hort 
campaign. It had been originally intended to have 
formed this camp before the 14th of the month, 
which was the anniverfary of the French federation ; 
but whether it were, apprehended, that fuchan ap- 
pearance would argue an expectancy, and therefore 
enfure fome riot or difturbance on that day, or thit 
that neceffiiry camp equipage and oth^r preparations 
were ftill incomplete, the day pafled over without a 
fliadow of turbulence throughout the nation. The 
expences of this encampment to the nation exceeded 
one hundred thoufand pounds. The Cabinet muft 
have known how near we were to an aftual war, and 
were confequently imprefled with a due fenfe of the 
advantages of manoeuvring five thoufand men for a 
fortnight to prepare them for adual fervice, and to 
inure them to the hardfhips of a continental cam* 
paign by anticipating fome of the more common 
wants or water and other neceflaries on the arid heath 
of Bagfliot, 
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CHAPTER V. 

AUGUST, 1792. 



CONTENTS* 

Cafe of Poland — Ejfe8s of Brunfwick^s manifejlo fa 
Paris-^The King's Utter to the Affembly-^Propofal 
for depofmg the King — The Eleflor of Cologne and 
Duke of Wirt emburgb join the confederacy — Pacific 
declarations of Great Britain — The impolicy of the 
combined Prhtces in proclaiming Louis infincere in ac^^ 
cepttng the Conjtttution — La Fayette denounced and 
acquitted'-^yacobins move the queftion of the Kin^s 
depofttion — The horrors of the loth of Auguft-^The 
King confined in the Temple — Lord Gower^ the Am* 
baffador^ leaves Paris — Propofals for a National 
Convention — Frejh declarations of the belligerent 
Power s-^March of the Prttjftans into France — Cap-^ 
iure of Lcngwj — Surrender of Verdun — Mr. Pitt 
made Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports — Le Brun 
the French Minifter ftates the difpofitions of all the 
European Powers towards France — Acceffion^ of the 
Landgrave of Hejfe Caffel to the federacy. 

VV HATE VER may have been the particular 
ftipulations of/ the different contracting parties in the 
convention of Pilnitz, it is certain that the bafis of 
their agreement muft have been fome general and 
fundamental principle in |which they all concurred* 
The King of Prulfia is openly acknowledged to have 
been a principal party in that federacy j the Czarina 

was 



C 8/ 3 

vm alfo known to have acceded to it^ though (he 
had as yet taken no public meafure which unequivo*^ 
cally befpoke her engagement. Ic is a fair deduc« 
tion then, that a principle of afiion in which both 
t'lefe powers have openly joined, fo far from mili- 
tating againft the fpirit of that convention, aftually 
made an eiTential part of that formidable and hi- 
therto myfterious concert of Princes. For the cre- 
dit of the caufe and the honour of the reigning fo- 
vereigns of Europe let it be prefumed, that no prin- 
ciples againft the increafe or ftability of civil free- 
dom formed the bafis of that confederacy. Yet the 
lamentable cafe of the virtuous Polanders over- 
powers the mind with awful hefitation. The fub- 
fcription which was fet on foot about this time in 
England for the fupport of the Polifli Revolution, 
juftifies my introducing the fubjed; though this 
country has as yet taken no public ftep either to 
prevent or enfure their fubjugation to a foreign yoke. 
The liberality of -Britons towards their diftant bre- 
thren ftruggling in this glorious caufe of civil free- 
dom bcfpeaks a zeal for liberty, which ought to be 
cherilhed and encouraged as the very nucleus of the 
Britifli Conftitution. The views of the Convention- 
ers at Pilnitz probably extended to all Europe, tho' 
they have hitherto been myfterioufly kept behind 
the curtain. The aftual deftrudion of the Polilh 
Conftitution, and the powerful efforts to crufli that 
of France, too ftrbngly befpeak an intention or a. 
vi(h to weaken and dcilroy every Conftitution which 
might enjoy a lar^jer portion of fretjdom, than thefe 
federated fovereigns were difpofed to ijieafure out 
to the multitude. 

Even the counter-revolutionary Mr. Burke has 
done juftice to the glorious event of the Polifli Re- 
yolution, * " Here was a ftate of things, which 

J * Appeal, p. 102. 
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** feemed to invite and might perhaps juftify bold 
*' enterprifes and defperate experiment. But in 
*' what manner was this chaos brought into order ? 
*' The means were as ftriking to the imagination as 
*' fatisfaclory to the reafon and foothing to the ma- 
" ral fentiments. In contemplating that change 
" humanity has every thing to rejoice and to glory 
" in ; nothing to be aftamed of, nothing to fuffer : 
*' fo far as it i? gone, it probably is the moft pure and 
'^ defecated public good, which ever has been con- 
" ferred on mankind/* Scarcely had Poland and 
its patriotic fovereign beguq to tafte the bleffings of 
their happy regeneration, when the imperious Ca- 
therine, without a Ihadow of pretence (unlefs from 
the approximation of liberty, which (he never meant 
to admit into her empire), invades the republic with 
an army of fixty thoufand men, and threatens to 
back them in cafe of refiftance with an additional 
force of ninety thoufand. The Poianders not con- 
eeiving that the internal regulation of their Govern- 
ment could afford any pretence to a foreign power 
to make war upon them, and having no hoftile de- 
figns upon any of their neighbours, had totally ne- 
glefted even to think of warlike preparations. En- 
couraged however by their truly heroic prince, they 
made a moft refolute ftand againft thefe defpotic in- 
vaders, and under a great inferiority of numbers 
and difcipline gained fome very fignal and brilliant 
advantages. The King however finding the conteft 
to be fo very unequal, was unwilling to opprefs his 
beloved fubjeds for refources, which now began to 
fell him. The fame benevolent difpofition which 
had prompted him to co-operate in Uie Revolution, 
now urged him to fpare the fruitlefs effufion of his 
fubjefts' blood ; he fummoned a council of all the 
Deputies that were then at Warfaw, and communi- 
cated to them the laft difpatches from the Emprefs, 
which peremptorily infilled upon abfolute and un- 
qualified 
i 



qualified fubmiflion. He particularly grounded the 
neceflity of their fubmilting upon the unprovoked 
but irrefiftible union of Auftria and Pruffia with 
Ruffia to fubdue, if not to difmeaiber and divide 
their kingdom. From henceforth that unfortunate 
country was degraded again into her former flavery, 
and may thenceforth be looked upon as a province 
to the Ruffian Empire. 

Since Great Britain is now in alliance with Pruf- 
fia, it will be highly proper to remark that (he had 
alfo entered into a defenfive alliance with Poland fo 
lately, as on the 33d of April, 1790 : by which it 
had been exprefsly ftipulated, " That the contraft- 
** ing parties fhould do all in their power to gua- 
•' rantee and prefer ve to each other reciprocally the 
** whole of the territories which each other then pof- 
*' feffed. That in cafe of menace or invafion from 
** any foreign power they (hould aflift each other 
** with their whole force if neceffary. That if any 
** foreign power whatever (hould prefume to inter- 
*' fere in the internal affairs of Poland, his Pru(fiaii 
" Majefty (hould confider this as a cafe falling with- 
" in the meaning of the alliance, and (hould affi(k 
** the republic according to the tenor of the forego- 
" ing article, that is, with his whole force." 
fit will be readily fuppofed that Poland upon the 
firft intimation of hoftilities claimed from the court 
of Berlin the performance of a treaty fo recently 
entered into with the exprefs view of upholding the 
Conftitution, which they were then framing. But 
his Pruffian Majefty in anfwer to their application 
told them that the treaty was dated previous to the 

f Thofc who juftify our prcfcnt war agaioft France by the 
refped we owe to treaties, will do well to examine, what by 
treaties we are bounden to do for Poland and Dantzic, particu- 
Jarly as to the proteding and preferying them whole and entire, 
&c. nde Treaty of Oliva, and thofc of 1436, 1 474, i^jl^ 
1655, 1659, 1707, 1725, &c, 

N . new 
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new Conftitution, which had eftabliflied a new order 
of things, and that therefore he held himfelf ab- 
folved from his engagement. It interefts us alfo to 
knov, that his Pruflian Majefty had been confiden- 
tially confulted about the formation of the new Con- 
{fitution of Poland, and that he had aftually fug- 
gefted and recommended fome of the obnoxious afts 
which the Emprefs complained of in her declaration 
agairift the Poles. And that when the new Confti- 
tution of Poland was propofcd to his Majefty he 
gave not the flighteft intimation that the new order 
of things would diffolve his alliance : fo far from it, 
that on the 17th of May, 1791, Mr, Gohz the 
charge des affaires from Berlin was commiflioned for- 
mally to announce to his Pollfli Majefty the; King 
of Pruffia^s entire approbation of the new arrange* 
ment in Poland. In the federative fpirit of this age 
of open and fccret alliances, the aptitude of the con- 
tradting parties to perform their engagements is not 
thelafl: nor the lead objedi of diplomatic attention. 

In tracing the faflts and events which naturally 
arreft the obfervation of an hiftorian, it becomes 
frequently neceffary to recall the attention of his rea- 
der to the fpirit and principles from which they 
proceed. In the beginning of this month, Europe 
beheld more than three hundred thoufand men in 
the field, with the avowed view of fupporting or 
fubverting the Revolution of France. It muS be 
remembered at the fame time that the Government 
of France was founded upon a limited monarchy. 
That this fituation of France had given rife to the 
Convention of Pilnitz, excited the philippics of Mr. 
Burke ; and the indignation and execration of this 
country againft that fyftem, armed Pruffia and the 
Empire^ and cemented many private confederacies 
amidft fubordinate powers, which the uncertainty of 
the grand iffue ftill keeps locked up in prudential 
fecrccy. 

No 
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No fooner yas tte manifcfl;o of the Duke of 
Brunfwic r^ce^ved in Paris^, than immediately the 
King wxote a letter to the National Affembly exr 
preffive of his furprife and contempt of the per- 
formance, pf hi? general love jof peace, his fincere 
attachment to theConftitution, and his determined 
refolution to pppofe the hoftile efforts of the co^r 
Jbined ppwers. The mifchicvo,us ^efts of this ma-r 
nifefto upon France are .withont jgieafure or calcula- 
tion. The letter was read in the Affemft)ly, and a 
motion for fending it ,to the eighty-thiee departT 
nvents was leje^^d. It ^was . urged by Ifnard and 
Thiyriot to be a mafs of fsLlfehaod and in/incerity, 
and that, in the pcefent moment of alarm and dan- 
ger, his knawn. duplicity ought not to be trufted, 
At ithis mon;ient we.i;e admitted to ;he bar .of the i^f, 
fembly the Envoys from the Conimonalty of Paris, 
with Petion at their head, who demanded in th^ 
name of the forty-eight fedions, that the. ¥^ing 
Ihould be excluded from the throne, and jthat the 
nw^gement pf affairs during the interregnum 
fliould be entrufted to refponfible miniflters, until ^ 
ae,w King ihould ,be elefted by a National Conven* 
tion. He recapitulated every circumftance, fronpi 
the beginning of the Revolution^ that could r^ea* 
der the King odious and fufpeded by the Nation : 
that he too had taken a part againit tl^em in the 
Convention of Pilnitz,.and.was indefatigable iniUis 
attempts to bring about a counter^revqlutipn. His 
fpeech, which w^s in writing, was delivered in to 
the Prefident; but the Affembly ca^ctoajwrefolu- 
tion upon it. In the ^asiif^g of the fame iday, the 
King fent to acquaint the Afi^rathly that the £le<aor 
pf ^olog^ anjd the Djiike of Wirtemhinrgh had ^ 

joined the armed confederacy. j' 

On the enfuing day (Anguft 4th) the marine com- 
mittee demanded that thiirty-tbr^e fail of the line 
jticiuld be put in commiffipn, ^ coo^equenc^ of the 
N 2 reports 
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reports of a Britifh armament* But the Aflembly 
rejefted the application, thinking it unwife to pro- 
voke Great Britain to hoftiliiies, after flie had fo re- 
cently renewed her aflurances of neutrality to their 
ambafTador. A fleet at fea and a camp in time of 
peace are not very ufual fights in England: how- 
ever, the cabinet of Saint James fpoke^ peace ; and 
the ruling power' in France gave ready credit to 
what it earneftly wiflied the Jacobins had now ac- 
quired a decided afcendancy over the mob, and 
they were refolved to profit of the exifttng circum- 
ftances to crufh all the conftituted powers. This 
may with propriety be called the opening fcene of 
that dreadful tragedy of blood and horrors, the final 
cataftrophe of which we ftill look up to with fliud- 
deriiig dread. Without flying out with Mr. Burke 
into entbufiaftic execrations of the new Coriftitution 
of France, it muft be allowed that the fmall portion 
of power allotted' by it to the fupreme executive 
powet, was but ill calculated to enfure permanency to 
fo vaft a machine. The wife and defign of ruining 
the benevolent and ill fated Louis XVI. could but 
proceed from the foul malice of the murderous 
Jacobins ; but a prime intent of this Hiftory is to 
examine how far the conduft of the concerted 
princes may have provoked, forwarded, multiplied, 
and prolonged the barbarous enormities of thofe 
cruel men. Infulting to humanity would be the 
feeling for the fiifferers of the prefent calamities, 
which was not aQive in bringin8 about a fpeedy and 
lifting end ^o their miferies. . -; 

All the meafures of the Jacobin party in France 
have beeri planned with the moft artful precautions^ 
as they have been executed with the moft ferocious 
refolutenefs. Whatever may have been the princi-r 
pies or the plans of the princes fettled at Pilnitz, we 
iire now to Ibak for their efFefls in the open and 
concerted meafures of the leading parties of that 
* 4 * coa* 
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convention. The unfortunate Louis had been unac* 
coqntably (if not bafely) abandoned by the bulk of 
the French nobility, who had embodied and embark- 
ed openly with the combined powers againft France. 
Whatever remained of refpeftability in the nation, 
if they did not, like the emigrant nobility, wifli for 
the complete reftitution of the ancient .defpotifm, 
yet they were more fanguine to give permanency to 
a Conftitution, which Ihould enfure them a limited 
and hereditary monarchy in the perfon of their be- 
loved fovereign. Thefe latter were more formidable 
to the Jacobins than the former. Both the'Emi- 
grants and Conftitutionalifts, though they cordi- 
ally defpifed and execrated each other, yet agreed 
in the common wifti to preferve the dignity and 
fafety of their fovereign, whom the Jacobins were 
determined to ruin. They profited of the fatal errors 
and folly of the combined powers, who by their' 
proclama ions had unequivocally aflerted that the 
King was notjtncere in accepting the Conftitution. The 
truth or falfity of theaflertion was of little import. 
It fufficed for the Jacobins to hold him out to the 
nation as combining with foreign powers to reduce 
France by force of arms either to a ftrange yoke, 
or to a worfe than their ancient flavery. Whatever 
party in France might have ftill wiflied with the 
emigrant nobility for the re-eftabliffiment of the an- 
cient unqualified power of the Crown, could not 
avow theitifelves abettors of the immediate caufe of 
the enemies who were marching into the kingdom 
in open war. All thofe who had fworn to fupport 
the Gonftitution were by their oath committed to 
defend it, againft thofe who by an open armed con- 
federacy were attempting to deftroy it. Thus by 
this ill-judged and fatal declaration the real caufe of 
royalty in France was irretrievably deprived of the 
poffibility of any open or efficient fupport. If the 
aflertion were true, it could but add comfort, not 

encou^ • 
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cncouragetnovt to a party awed and terrified into 
abfolute inaSivity : if it were falfe, it could but 
airioiate the real and refpediable friends of ttie un- 
fortunate monarch, to exert their efforts againfl: the 
avowed and armed enemies of his limited powers, 
who coMnt^nanced and fupported the abettors of his 
ancient unqualified authority. By the direfl; fpirit 
of this armed confederacy was the ill-fated Louis 
deprived of any poffible fupport either from the de- 
votees to the old ariftocracy, or the promoters of a 
temperate fyftenii of liberty. Thus the triumphant 
Jiicobins found no force bold enough to withftand 
them, no influence fufEciently powerful to fupprefs 
them. 

The fyftem v/as now brought to its crifis. The 
general La Fayette, who from a real love of liberty, 
and not from any defign or even apprehenfion of 
mifchief to his country, had rifqued his life and 
facrificed his fortune in the caufe of the Revolution, 
became fufpeded of incivifm ; in other words, was 
known to difreliih the violent and deftrudive plans 
of the Jacobins. He was . accordingly denounc^ 
to the Affembly, but upon feveral divifions was ho- 
nourably acquitted. The acquittal of this enemy 
of the Jacobins fermented the difappointed party 
into a paroxyfm of defpair. They unlhe?ithed the 
fword, threw away the fcabbard, and determined to 
try their force upon the defperate and decifive quef- 
tion of the King's depofition. No attempts of brib- 
ery, fedudion or intimidation were left untried* 
The falling Monarch on the 7th of the month made 
his laft proclamation to his fubjedis, which breathes 
the pured fentiments of a patriot King. It appeared 
to produce no other effeft than to afford the Jacobins 
a frefli opportunity of holding him out to the mul- 
titude as coalefcing with the armed confederacy 
^gainft the liberties of the nation. 

The 
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The grand and fatal queftion of depofitxon or 
forfeiture flood for the 9th of the month : but the 
agitation of the public mind in Pa^is was too great 
to permit the queftJon to be fairly difcuffed in the 
Affembly. The purport of this Hiftory will not al- 
low me to detail the awful and terrific events of th^ 
loth of Auguft, when the Thuilleries were affailed 
by the ferocious and armed mobs of the federates 
of Marfeilles and defperadoes of Paris f when the 
King was inveigled to quit his palace and feek an 
afylum for himfelf and his family in the perfidious 
arms of the Affembly ; when he withdrew in his 
perfon from his moft faithful fupporters the animat- 
ing objeft of loyalty and the fanftioning folace of 
defperate defence; when the faithful friends and 
body guards of this unfortunate monarch were fa- 
crificed in defending the deferted ftation of their 
affrighted or confufed fovereign ; when the ferocity 
of a barbarous mob had been fatiated with the 
bloody infults upon the mangled corpfes of their 
fellow citizens ; when the declining glories of the 
French monarchy fet beneath the portentous horizoa 
of confufion, flaughter and deftru6tion. 

The confufion confequent upon the horrors of the 
10th of Auguft continued for fome time, and many 
atrocities were daily committed upon individuals. 
The National Affembly declared the King fu(]:)ended, 
and that both he and his whole family Ihould re- 
main as hoftages to the Nation : they were accord- 
ingly committed under a ftrong guard to the Tera- 
pte ; from whence there was no poflibility of efcape. 
Upon the depofition of the King, the Britifti Am- 
baffador the Earl of Gower left Paris, having made 
as public a declaration, as circumftances would per- 
mit of friendfliip and neutrality on the part of his 
Court. 

In order to render this change in the internal 
Governmeik of France palatable and permanent. 
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It was thought expedient to invite the French Na- 
tion to form a National Convention: accordingly 
the conditions for its formation were fettled and 
publiflied : and foon after a very minute and elabo- 
rate declaration (prepared by Condorcet) was cir- 
culated through all the departments, as an expo- 
fition of the motives- upon which the French Na- 
tional Aflembly had proclaimed the convocation 
of a National Convention, and pronounced the 
fufpenfion of the executive power in the hands of 
the King, 

All the belligerent powers prefuming or pre- 
tending that they were carrying on a war of prin- 
ciple^ wearied the public with declarations and ma- 
nifeftoes, that generally fet forth a partial detail or 
aggravated account of the meafures and proceedings 
of the adverfe parties, and feldom failed to expofe 
their own caufe by fome grofs inconfiftency or no- 
torious falfity. Thus a frefli manifefto of the Em- 
peror and King of Pruffia concludes, by their fo- 
lemn declaration to Europe^ that in the juft war 
they had undertaken they exprefsly renounce all per- 
fonal views of aggrandizement ; and to France, that 
they meant not to interfere with its internal admi- 
niftration : but that they were refolved to re-eftabliffi 
order, and give proteftion to thofe who (hould fub- 
mit to the King (who was not depofed at the time 
this was writtenj ; to punifli, in a ftriking manner, 
all refiftance to iheirarms; to deliver up Paris to 
the moft terrible juftice, if any attempt of violence 
fhould be offered to any of the Royal Family; and 
to fecure an eftablifhment for the King and his fa- 
mily and brothers in fome frontier town of his king- 
dom, from whence he might exercife his ancient 
ri^ht and powersy and effeSually render the king- 
dom again fubraiffive to his fupreme authority^ 

The declaration of the Princes, which appeared 
within a few days after this manifefto, was an in- 
flated 
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flated philippic and oftentatiaus menace, little calcu* 
lated, alas ! to footh the irritation of their incenfed 
countrymen. In order to gain credit and fccure 
their confidence, they affure them, that they bad 
left the kingdom, not fo much from a defire for 
their own perfonal fafety as that of the King. The 
emigration from our country was to make our/elves the 
fafeguard of his Majefty. They recapitulate and 
confirm the manifefto of the Emperor and Kiilg of 
Pruffia, and of their hero the great Duke of Brunf- 
wick. They introduce upon the fcene new parties 
to the confederacy, that hitherto were not publickly 
known to have acceded to it, ** the Kings of the 
*' Houfe of Bourbon, our auguft coufins : our 
*' much honoured father-in-law, the Neftor of So* 
*' vereigns : the Heroine of the North, our fub- 
*' lime proteftrefs : and the young heir of the un- 
*^ fortunate Guftavus.** They re-echo the proteftation 
of all thefe confederatedSovereigns againft interfering 
with the internal government of the kingdom, and 
declare that, under their aufpices, their only obje£t 
is to reftore the ancient (unlimited) Monarchy, the 
ancient laws, manners, &c. 

All the plans for the campaign having been fet- 
tled, the Pruffian troops began their march from 
Triers on the uth of the month; and by the end 
of it Longwy, a fmall but well fortified town, had 
furrendered to General Clairfait, who commanded 
an army of about fixteen thoufand men ; it was 
bombarded for about fixteen hours. Some accounts 
ftate that the garrifon confifted of one thoufand five 
hundred, others of three thoufand five hundred 
men. Verdun was alfo fummoned, and furrendered 
to the Duke of Brunfwick without refiftance. The 
Governor of Longwy was accufed of having deli- 
vered up the town through treachery. The Gover- 
nor of Verdun* was compelled to do it by the inha- 

O bitants : 
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bitants : bat he would not furvivp the difgrace, an^ 
fliot himfelf with a piftoK 

The adminiflration of Mn Pitt has ever been 
remarked for the frequent occafions which he had 
enjoyed of extending his patronage to his friends* 
Such of them in particular, who by his bounty 
were retnoved from the precarious ftate of expec- 
tancy, became urgent with their difinterefted patron 
to fecure at leaft fome provifion of independence 
for himfelf againft the evil day of change or retri- 
bution. With much difficulty was he prevailed 
upon to break through his maiden vows of diiinte* 
reftednefs, and accept of the appointment of the 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports lately vacant by 
the death of the Earl of Guildford. 

Towards the clofe of this month M. le Brun the 
French minifter for foreign affair>s, in order to tran- 
quilize the agitated minds of that nation, thought 
it advifable to lay before them their real fitttation 
with rcfpeft to foreign powers. He ftated that 
Sweden was unequivocal in declaring its neutrality 
and marked intention not to enter into the general 
league of powers againft France : that Ruffia had 
been able to do no more than threaten, though (he 
did not attempt to difguife her hoftile intention : 
that Spain, Naples and Sardinia were in the like 
lituation : that the generality of the Germanic Body 
ibewed a firm reluftance to take arms againft 
France : and that Holland and England never ceafed 
to promife the moft perfed neutrality. Such were 
the avowed views and open profe£Bons of thefe dif- 
ferent powers : it was however remarked, that about 
this very time the Landgrave of Heffe acceded to 
the confederacy, and headed a body of feven thou- 
iand and ten Heflians with a large train of artillery 
to Treves. It was not credited that the Landgrave 
even on this occafion went out of bis accuftome4 
line of mercenary fervice : but it was generally be- 
lieved. 
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lieved, that this body of troops was paid for by fome 
of the powers of Europe, whofe adverfe wifhes and 
boftilc intentions towards France were kept con- 
cealed behind their public proteftations of neutrality 
and forbearance. 

In this general convulfion of the principal powers 
of Europe the Britifli Cabinet was in reality, or af- 
feded to be under as little alarm or concern as if 
the affairs on the Continent could not even remotely 
affeft the fate of the Britifli Empire. Tlie feveral 
members of adminiftration were difperfed over the 
country as widely as their different pleafures and 
purfuits could feparate them. Mr. Pitt however, as 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, remained chief- 
ly at his newly acquired caftle of Walmer on the 
Kentiih coaft, where the couriers from the Conti- 
nent bad occafionally orders to call in their route to 
town. 
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Effects of the Duke of Brunfwick^s manifefto at ParU 
'^^Precautions taken by the Jacobins before the maf'^ 
f acres of September — M^jjacre of fome thoufands at 
Paris-r-Thionville befieged — Infamous treatment cf 
the French emigrants^-Profcription of the French 
clergy-^l^heir reception and humane fupport in Eng* 
land — The reafons of theitjkexik — National Conven* 
* tion eftablijhed — Do^or ^rieftley and Mr. Paine 
chofen members — Paine examined at Dover by the 
cuftom-houfe officers-^lnaHion and diftrejfes of the 
Prujftan army-^The Duke of Brunfwick propofes an 
armiftice — Conferences with Dumourier — Sardinia 
invaded-^Chamberry and Nice taken — Government . 
of Ireland — Roman Catholics^ petition rejected by 
Parliament-^Their delegation andcongrefs — Oppofed 
by the Grand Juries^ &c. — This an attempt to 
overawe the Sovereign and Legi/lature* 

X HE fyrrender of Verdun to the fummons of the 
Duke of Brunfwick feems to have compleated the 
delirium of rage which his thundering. manifefto bad 
given rife to. Paris became a fcene of alarm and 

agitation: 
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agitation : the ruling demagogues feized the moment 
of terror to hurl defttuftion upon their domeftlc 
enemies, and artfully converted the threats of the 

' Confederated, jiotx^ers into the ready minifters of their 
own bloody vengeance. The fatal predi£lion was 
recalled to their minds, " • that if ever a foreign 
prince enter intp France^ he muft enter into it as into a 
Country of ajfqfftns. The mode' of ciyilized war will 
not be praSlifed ; nor are the French who a^ on the 
prefent fyftem entitled to expeEt it}^ The confirmation 
of it was enforced upon them from the Prince's 
manifeftoes, and its verification detailed in the moft 
exaggerated accounts of PrufSan maflacres, barbari- 
ties, and cruelties. ITie Duke of Brunfwick was 
reprefented as having paffed Chalons : the lefs firm 
were intimidated with the idea of his immediate ar- 
rival at Paris to execute his threatened vengeance 
upon that devoted city. The general difmay, ter- 
ror, and confufion of the capital fupplied the fan- 
guinary Jacobins with eafy means of glutting them* 
felves in the blood of all thofe whofe reftitude or 
virtue flood in the way of their tyrannous and licen- 
tious defigns. The community of Paris decreed the 
gates of the city to be fhut j fummoned all citizens 
to arms; then, under pretence of fearching for arms 
and ammunition, they inftituted domiciliary vifits, 
which afforded an opportunity in the dead of the 

. night, of forcing away from their beds to prifons, 
thofe perfons whofe known virtues might fecure 
them refpeft and influence upon the public : and 
horrid to relate, in thecourfe of three days, they 
murdered without accufation or defence, in cold 
blood, Tome thoufands, amongft whom were feveral 
of the moft learned, refpeftable, and virtuous fub- 
jefbs, particularly of the clergy, of that once flou- 
, rifhing kingdom of France ! Some few, who had 

• Burke, ubi fupra. 

been 
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been confined to prifon on the icth of Auguft, w:cre 
^Ifo the uahs^py viairns of this general execu- 
tion.; jamongft thefe was the Princefs Lanaballe, 
whole h^ad was carried upon a pike to the Temple 
to terrify and ihock the joyal jprifoher^* If a»y cir- 
cumftance can add horror to deeds of fuch atrocity, 
it was the cool, premeditate^, and infulting manner, 
in which they were perpetrated. The .murderers im- 
panelled a mock jury of twelve of their accomplices, 
'before whom the wretched yiQims were caviled out 
inorder,,anduodetwent afortof fummary eacaimjjation 
for Ibme feconds : the verdid or judgment genex^ly 
pronounced was, He muft be fet at liberty, which was 
the woid of command to ufher the unfortunate pri- 
foner into the outward apartment, where he was im- 
mediately aflaffinated hy a band of ruffians, who 
were paid for thebr deeds of blood at the rate of 
twelve livres per head* In order to check inquiry, 
and prevent deteQion^ the mangled corpfes were im- 
mediately ftripped of their clothes, their pockets ri- 
fled, and were then regularly carried off in carts, 
which had been previoufly engaged for this fervice. 
The favage regularity in the execution beipeaks a 
preconcerted fyftem in this bloody tragedy from per- 
iom above the immediate perpetrators of the foul 
deeds. There appears not a doubt, but that the 
horrors of the lotb of Auguft, and the atrocities of 
the «d, 3d, and 4^h of September proceeded from 
the fame fource. In reflecting with indignation and 
horror upon thefe more than favage barbarities, we 
cannot form a conjedlure where fo many hired affaf- 
fins ftiould be found to perpetrate the atrocious 
deeds, at which a common executioner would have 
fickened and recoiled ; we are loft in aftonilhment, 
that 400,000 nervelefe Parifians, petrified with fear 
and terror, fhould have permitted thefe murders to 
have been committed without interruption for three 
days fucceffively. But we can never fufficiently la- 

ment. 
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ififent^ that the mercikfs Jacobins, who gloried ki 
wading to tbeir tyraanoms endd through the beft 
blood of iheir fellow-eitizens, ihould have been fup- 
plied by the confederates vfkh the only fure means 
of executing tbeir fanguinary proje<ft» They magnifi- 
ed their dangers from the external enemy ; they fo- 
tally fubdued the eowed fpirits of the effeminate Pari- 
fians by convincing them that the Duke of Brunf- 
v^ick wa» on the point of realising his vindi^ive me- 
naces of demolifliing their city, of deliYering up all 
its inhabitants to military execution, and of oppref- 
fing the piteous reliSs of his faturated yengean^e 
with a worfe than their ancient defpotiftn. In weak 
and depraved minds, even the diftant view of perfo- 
nal danger eafily works off the fympathetic horror 
of feeing others fuffer. ThtJS artfully did thefe de- 
termined Jacobins impofe upon the affrighted multi* 
lode, a fdUtude only to ward off the mfenaced car- 
nage and devaftation of their confederated enemies,^ 
Mr* Burke has wifely faid, that there is a boundary t6 
rHer^s pajftom when they ail from feeling ; none when 
ihef are under the influence of imagination. 

It is foreign from the purpofe of this Hiftory to' 
follow the motions and various fuceeffes of the com- 
bined armies, to which as yet Great Britain bad not 
openly acceded* But its prime end requires riie to^ 
trace in the aflions of the united fovereigns thofe 
principles of their confederacy, which they ftill co»- 
cealedf behind the veil they had drawn over them ai 
Pilnitz, b»t which muft influence their condutt in 
tbe profecution of the war, as well as the conduft 
of all other powers that have fmce become panics 
to the grand alliance. Dumourier, who command'* 
ed the French army with very inferior force, con- 
trived to prevent the progrefs of the enemy, and to 
defeat every view that bad brought tbe combined 
armies into the field* The fmall town of Tbion- 
vilic was befieged in vain for fevcral weeks by th« 

Prince 
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Prince Hohenloe and the chief body of the French 
emigrants : at this fiege did thefe unfortunate mea 
firft find reafon to lament the caufe they had embark- 
ed in. Every circumftance of the war called upoa 
their fervices before all others ; and it would be in- 
juftice to them not to allow, that the checking of 
their ardolir was one of the greateft/ humiliations 
they were reduced to fummit to. They offered to 
reduce the town by themfelves, if the commander 
in chief would fupply them with proper ordnance 
for the fiege. This was refufed, and during the 
whole of the campaign they were conftantly kept in 
the back ground in the moft inglorious and mortify- 
ing inaftion. They received no pay during their 
fervice ; were difbanded at the clofe of the difgrace- 
ful campaign ; were pillaged by the PrufEan foldie- 
ry, though a part of the King of Pruffia's army, and 
were mott inhumanly excluded from the cartel for the 
exchange of prifoners. Having no mercy to expeft 
from their countrymen, they had the ftronger claim 
upon the protedion of the fovereign under whofe 
banner they were fighting. Some few, who had 
been furprifed by the enemy, were taken and adu- 
ally executed like common malefaftors. This treat- 
ment of the French emigrants was little calculated 
to give tranfparency to the veil of the myfterious 
Convention of Pilnitz : it befpeaks fomething more 
deep and dark in the confederacy, than the public 
has as yet perceived or perhaps fufpeded. 

The execution of the decree for banifliing all the 
nonjuring clergymen to^Guiana, who fliould not have 
quitted the kingdom in fourteen days from the paf- 
fing of that decree, poured thoufands of thefe ve- 
nerable exiles from Normandy, Picardy, and Bri- 
tanny upon our coafts of Kent and Suffex. Mifery 
and difirefs give the fufierers a full claim to the hu- 
manity of £ngli(hmen. Such is the amiable and 
jufl tribute all pay to our countrymen. The ten- 
^ . d?rnef?i 
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, dernefs and benevolence with which thefe diftrefled 
exiles were received upon their landing, Impreffed 
them with unexpeSed ideas of Britiih fympathy ; 
every where they were welcomed, cheered, Com- 
forted, and relieved. The old rivality of the two 
Nations was fprgotten, and our difference (torn that 
very religion, for which they were perfecuted, was 
fwallowed up in the general philanthropy ior our 
fufFering brethren. , Never was an opportunity 6( 
exercifing heroic charity more eagerly embraced ^ 
never was benevolence conferred with more glowing 
fenfibility, nor received with more dignified grati- 
tude. In the prefent melancholy variety of wretch* 
ednefs with which it fe^ms Heaven vifits moft regi- 
ons of the civilized world, it will not furely be im- 
pyted to the prefumption of this country, that they 
look up with confidence to an all-merciful Being 
to deal out his vengeance more fparingly upon the 
land that has been the afylum of fuch Venerable vic- 
tims of perfecution. The public apd private dona- 
tions upon which thoufands of thefe refpeftable ex- 
iles have fubfifted . in this country fince their pto- 
fcription from France, fufEciently befpeak the m- 
tereft which the Nation takes in their fufFerings.— 
Though the naked plea of wretchednefs be a pre- 
cept to Britifli philanthropy, it is but jufticeto this 
perfecuted clergy to apprize their benefaftors of the 
motives and neceffity of their exile. 

The teftpropofed to them was an oath to fubmit 
to the civil conftiiuiion of the clergy. The nature and 
tendency of this oath has been grofsly mifconceived^ 
and malicioufly mifreprefented by many, to the great 
prejudice of thofe who have refufed to fubfcribe to 
it. 'I'he philofophizing party in France, who bad 
grounded their fucccfs in abolifhing every idea of 
Chriftian revelation upon the previous deftruftion of 
all the refpeSable clergy, were too refined to un- 
maik their defigns, till the people were prepared fof 

P fo 
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t6 daring an attempt. They knew that religion 
could not long furvive the deftrudlion of Church 
Government ; and therefore, under the fanaimoni- 
ous pretence of reduciujg it to its ancient form, they 
artfully transferred to the civil power the whole ^«rtf 
fpiritual jurifdi^ion^ which the Chriftian Church has 
uniformly through all ages maintained to be holden 
immediately of Chrift, and to be tranfcendent to, 
and independent of all temporal authority. This 
felf-created lay power affumed the right of depofing, 
difplacing, and fufpending from z\l fpiritual powers 
and faculties both the Bifliops and the inferior Cler- ' 
gy, of curtailing and enlarging the limits of their 
^iritual jurifdifiion, of abolifliing the old and creat- 
ing new biftiopricks and parilhes, of cbnferring by 
their election the power and right of exercifing the 
miniftry of the Goipel, of fuperfeding the authority 
of the Holy Councils, and annulling the primacy of 
jurifdiftion, which as Roman Catholics they admit- 
ted in the Bifhop of Rome. To fubfcribe then to the 
oath of fubmiflioii to this civil conftitution of the Cler- 
^y, was in effefl: to deny the divine eftabhfliment of 
a church upon earth ; it was to renounce the fpiritu- 
al hierarchy by which it has been and ever will be 
maintained ; it was to allow that the fpiritual power 
and jurifdiflion which they had hitherto exercifed 
over their flocks, were ufurped or invalid ; it was to 
admit th^t a felf-conflituted lay tribunal could anni- 
hilate thofe powers which it had not given, and ab- 
folve the flocks from their obedience to their lawful 
paftors ; it was to fubjeft the divine miflioh and mi- 
niftry of the Gofpel to all the changes and fluftuati- 
pns of temporal governments ; it was to raife the 
intrigues, paflions, apd artifices of popular de- 
jiiagogues and tyrants, above the authority of 
the oecumenical councils of the church; it viras 
to fubftitute a profane and impious proftitutioh of 
their facred charafters to lay uftirpers, in lieu of 

that 
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tlxat fubmiffion to the fupreme Bi&op^f Rome, hy^ 
and through which (in the Roman Citbolic tenets} 
tbey hold communion with the univerfal Church of 
Chrift upop: earth. Such is the oath, for, the recu- 
fancj of which the nonjuring clergy of France have 
been perfecuted as refraftory and rebellious; for 
which hundreds have been already martyred in that 
kingdom, and for which tboufands in this and many 
other countries of Europe have emulated the con^ 
ftancy of the primitive Chriftians, in giving luftre 
and dignity to the fufierings they undergo for their 
faith. It will be well for the modern liberal deriders 
of fanaticifm, and fcoffers at prieftcraft, to review 
impartially the horrid impieties, the blafphemous 
atrocities with which the profane mifcreants of 
France, fince the cxpulfion of their confcientious 
clergy, feem to have braved the vengeance 
of the Almighty. The crimes and offences of the 
abandoned flocks proclaim the glorious eulpgies of 
their perfecuted padors. 

In vain is thi)s refpeftable clergycalumniated by 
their enemies, for baying refifted the civil power 
and lawful cpnftituted authorities of the State. It 
is notorious, that they had peacieably ful^mitted tp 
a redudion of their livings little ihort of annihi- 
lation ; that they offered their unequivocal fubmif- 
fion to every change or alteratiori which the authori- 
ties for the time being fliould choofe to make in the 
civil eftablifliment of, their religion, either by the 
abolition or fubftradlion of tythes and other tempo- 
ral pdTeilions, by the repeal or annulling of their 
temporal dignities and civil immunities or otherwife, 
provided they would leave untouched and inviolate 
that facred deppfit of faith, of which with theirffiiritual 
jwifdiSiim they had received the guardianihip and 
truft, which they could only furrender intq the hands 
from which they had received them, and which they 

Pa could. 
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could not of ihemfelves transfer nor abandon but 
with their lives. 

On the 2 1 ft of this month the National Conven- 
tion was formally declared to be conftituted, and 
the fecond National Affembly was of courfe diffolv- 
ed/ " Thus ended," fays Briflbt, " after a year's 
" exiftence, that ftormy legiflature under which 
** the public fpirit made fpch a rapid progrefs, and 
** the French nation marched with giant ftrides, 
*' towards a republic." And thenceforth commen- 
ces', what the French in boafted confidence term the 
reign of liberty and equality : what their enemies in 
derifion and hatred call that of anarchy and tyranny; 
what the unbiafled obferver in fear and trembling 
beholds, as the refiftlefs force of a mighty empire, 
vitiated to the heart by the early infeftion of modern 
philofophy, provoked to the moft cruel outrages of 
human nature by the vindiftive menaces of its impo- 
tent oppofers, and forced into ftrength and perma- 
nency by the perfidious declarations,^ the ill-judged 
plans, and wdrfe direded operations of their open 
enemies. It was the boaft of the French to have col- 
Jefted from the whole univerfe into the National 
Convention, whatever talent and fpirit could be 
found to enlighten the intellefts> invigorate the 
freedom, and enfiire the" welfare of mankind. From 
this country they feleOed the Rev. Dr. Prieftly and 
Mr. Thomas Paine. The former very prudently de- 
clined, the latter very eagerly accepted of the nomi- 
nation. If Mr. Paine had been thought guilty of 
feditious or treafonable practices againft the State ; 
and if Government had been dcfirous of checking 
the progrefs of the evils which they fo loudly com- 
plained of in their late proclamation, by the iexem- 
plary punifliment of the avowed fomenter of the mif- 
chief, he certainly might eafily have been prevented 
from quitting the kingdom. His eledion for the 
department of Calais was well known in England, 
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for the cuftom-houfe officers, immediately upon Metf. 
Fame's and Froft's arriving at the inn atDover, in con- 
fequence of an information againft them examined 
their baggage for prohibited articles. This ceremo- 
ny was performed by the collefiors in a manner to* 
tally unknown before in this country. They ex- 
mined all their papers^ fealed, and unfealed ; and 
upon their remonftrating with them upon the illega- 
lity of cuftomhoufe officers* feizing private papers, 
which were not things under their cognizance, they 
replied, that they were authorized to do it by the 
kte proclamation. Pity it is that the impotent re- 
fentment of Government (hould be (hewn againft fuch 
a man in the illegal and unconftitutional aSs of their 
efficers, when the laws and conftitutioa fully en- 
abled them to punifh the guilt of fedition or treafoa 
(if it exifted) in the rnGft awful and exemplary man- 
ner. 

^Vhat^ver perfidiQus. policy, or weak judgment, ' 
0r felf-diffidence, may have induced the Duke of 
vBruhfwick to decline giving battle to the enemy, 
no ingenuity can juftify his leading an army of 
feventy thonfahd men into the moft deferted part of 
the enemy's kingdom, without fecuring for them a 
proper fupply of provifions and a ready and fafe re- 
treat. Two months had not expired fince this thun- 
dering menacer had by his manifefto's announced 
on his arrival, death and deftrudion to all that 
fhould not fubmij: to his fummons. But now alas 1 
his army had but adyanceld a few leagues into the 
enemy's territory to its own deftruftion; it had 
drawn upon itfelf their contempt from its inadion, 
and their deteftation from its rapacioufnefs, plun- 
der and pillage ; it had been four days without bread, 
the want of which drove the ftarved foldiers to tte 
unwholefome food of unripe grapes. The wetnefs 
of the feafon fuperadded to all other canfes, * pro- 
duced in the Combined Army a general ficknefs, 
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that is faid to have proved falal to every third man, 
|}sa'tlcularly of the PruiTians and Heffians, who ever 
fignalized themfelves by their adroitnefs in pillaging, 
and their voracioufnefs in devouring the fruits of 
their plunder. Within three days after the meeting 
of the National Convention, the Duke of Brunfwick 
propofed an armiftice, and defired ^ conference with 
the French General Dumourier. Under the peculi- 
arity of the CKiding circumflances, it was natural 
for all parties to form furmifes and hazard conjec- 
tiures concerning the purport of this convention. 
But there again, as at Pilnitz, the public was not ta 
be initiated into the facred rayfteries. As therefore 
nothing certain refpefting the conference of the two 
Generals can be afferted, it behoves us to be more. 
attentive to the fubfequent movements and opera- 
tions which muft in their nature have reference 
to it. 

The King of Sardinia, who was a party to the 
Convention of Pilnitz, and had uniformly and 
fyftematically oppofed. th^ French Revolution in 
every ftage, wjas fuppofed by France to have entered 
into a frefh plan and confederacy to invade that 
country ; they accordingly declared war againft him. 
General Montefquieu with a confiderable army 
marched into Savoy, and was fbon invited to take 
poffeffion of Chamberry. About the fame time 
General Anfdme, fupported by Admiral Triiguet's 
fquadron of nine fail of the line, entered and took 
poffeffion of the tity and country of Nice. 

In the prefent and preceding months the internal 
affairs of Ireland became pregnant with importance 
to the Britifli empire. The whole fyftem of Govern- , 
mefit in this kingdom has hitherto appeared to me 
a pt)Ut]carl paradox. It enjoys the fame Conftitution 
as Great Britain ; a«d from the peculiar folemnity 
of their cckbrating the annual commemoration of 
the Revolution of 1688, they appear to outrun, if. 

poffible^ 



poifible, our zeal in profeffing their attachment t6 
the principles of this Revolution. And yet, fays 
Mr. Burke, • '^ I (hall^ not think that the de- 
** privation of fome millions of people of all the 
** rights of citizens, and all Intereft in the Confti- 
** tutioni in and to which they were born, was a 
** thing conformable to the principles of th.e Revo- 
*^ lution. Suppofing the principles to have beea 
** altogether the fame in both kingdoms, by the ap- 
*^ plication of thofe principles to very different ob- 
** jeCls, the whole fpirit of the fyftem was changed, 
*• not to fay reverfed* In England it was the ftrug- 
** gle of the great body of the people for the efta- 
** blifhment of their liberties, againft the efforts of a 
** very fmall fadion who would have oppreffed 
*^ them. In Ireland it was eftablifbment of the 
•* fmaller number, at the expence of the civil li- 
** berties and properties of the far greater part, and 
** at the expence of the political liberties of the whole. 
" It was, to fay the truth, not a revolution, but a 
*' conqueft." Thefe great truths the Roman Catho- 
lics of Ireland had long felt, and were by the increaf- 
ing liberality of the times, and the fanftioning au- 
thority of Mr. Burke, now emboldened openly to 
claim their rights arifing out of them. 

The national profperify and welfare of Ireland 
has been retarded in proportion as the mafs of the 
people has been kept, on the principles ofconqueft^ in 
a flate of fervitude. But from the earneltnefs of 
fome men in power to continue this fyftem, there is 
but too much caufe to lament with Mr. Burke, that 
for any confideration it fhould be thought " necef- 
** fary to deprive the body of the people, if they 
" adhere to their old opinions, of their liberties 
" and of all their free cuftoms, and to reduce them 
" to a ftate of civil fervitude.** Perhaps it is not 
the leaft misfortune of Ireland, that thofe who are 

♦ Letter to Sir Hercules Langriflie, p. 40. 
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immediately Intrufted with the admlniftration of its 
government, (hould poffefs too large a (hare of the 
confidence of the BritiQi Cabinet. It is a notorious 
fad, that emoluments under Government to the * 
amount of 1 50,000!. per anri. are enjoyed by the 
three families of Fofter, Fitzgibbon, and Beresford. 
In the fcale of the Irifh government thefe carry a large 
preponderancy of patronage and influence. We qudf- 
tion not the. magnitude of the fervices which their 
cpuntry has thus fplendidly rewarded ; but it is na- 
tural for fuch a coalition to be warm and even in- 
genious in preferving and ftrengthening their politi- 
cal power in the ftate. Any alteration of the fyf- 
tem under which it was acquired muft weaken and 
difperfe it. The real principles of the Britiffi Con- 
ftitution are peculiarly unfavourable to fuch mo- 
nopolies ; refiftance then to the introduflion of thefc 
principles into Ireland was to be expefted. 

In the courfe of the laft fefTion of Parliament the 
Roman Catholics had prefented a petition to the 
Houfe of Commons, to be admitted to a participa- 
tion in the cohftitution of their native country, 
which had been indignantly rejefted by the Houfe. 
The Catholics were too fenfibly impreffed with the 
juftice of their clain^s to abandon them upon this 
treatment. At a numerous meeting of their body 
in Dublin, they voted thanks to thofe few mem- 
bers who had afierted the fubjefts' right to petition, 
and had fupported their application to Parliament ; 
they came to a refolution of perfevering in the fame 
loyal and conftitutional courfe which had hitherto 
been purfued for the removal of prejudices, and the 
attainment of that ineftimable privilege, without 
which all others are precarious and delufive, the 
right of eleftive franchife. There they figned a 
full and unequivocal declaration of their religious 
and civil tenets, in order to fatisfy their Proteftant 
brethren that they held no principle whatfoever in- 
compatible 
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compatible with their duty as men or as fubjefts, or 
repugnant to liberty, whether political, civil, or 
religious. And that the complete fenfe of their 
whole body might be fairly co.llefted, upon the 
choice and prudence of the meafures that ftiould be 
adopted for effefltuating this great end, a circular 
letter figned by Mr. Edward Byrae Cthe moft 
opulent merchant in Dublin), as Chairman of 
the SubrCommittee of the Roman Catholic body, 
was fent to every county in Ireland, to choofe and 
appoint delegates from their refpe£live counties, to 
convene at Dublin for the purppfe of framing a fuita- 
^le petition to his Majefty from the whole body, dat- 
ing all their grievances, and particularly praying for 
the right of the eledUye franchife, and an equal 
participation in the bj^nefits of the trial by jury. 
This peaceable, legal and conftitutional mode of 
acquiring the fenfe of the people aggrieved, in order 
to approach the Throne with proper energy and re- 
fpeft, was too efficient a ftep towards procuring re- 
lief, not to alarm thofe wbofe influence, power and 
S)atronage muft decreafe in proportion as three- 
burtbs qf the people (hould be admitted to the. par- 
ticipation of the Conftitution. / 

Qn this occafion the oppofite junto in their alarm 
were as little delicate in their efforts to preferve, as 
they m^y have been in the means of acquiring their 
power. Through moft countries of the kingdom, 
the Grand juries, upon which r^o Roman CatholiQ 
could ferve, were by their intereft eafily fo formed 
as to fall into the moft implicit adoption of their 
view§ and wifhes. The Lord Chancellor Fitzgib^ 
bpn, wbofe patrimonial eftates are in the county of - 
Limerick, attended perfonally at the meeting of the 
Grand Jury for that county ; and Mr. Fofter the 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons was Foreman of 
the Grand Jury of his own county oF Louth, which 
iffued fimilar declaration^, in which they exprefled 
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in the ftrongcfl: terms their abhorrence of the wicked 
md daring attempts of circulating the letter figned 
by Mr. Byrne, which complains of a partial ad- 
miniftration of juftice, and of their being opprefled 
to flavcry, and which tended to roufe the Catholics 
to difturb the peace of the Kingdom, by the illegal 
and unconftitutional aflbciation of a Popifli Congrcfs 
in the metropolis to overawe the legiflature. They 
therefore came to three refolutions : ift. That the 
national profperity depended upon the continuance 
of the Popery laws, particularly thofe which veft the 
right of franchife in the Proteftants exclufivelyj 
and that fince thofe laws had been frequently called 
imfo operation the progrefs of the national prof- 
perity had been more vigorous and rapid, sdly. 
That, the allowing to Roman Catholics the right 
of voting for members to ferve in Parliament 
was deftruQive of. the conftitution and fettlements 
of the crown, and of their connexion with Great 
Britain. 3diy, That with their lives and fortunes 
they would oppofe every attempt towards fuch 
dangerous innovations, &c. All the other Grand 
Juries, except two or three, iffued either the 
fame, or nearly fimilar declarations and refolutions. 
This was the laft ftruggling effort of a defperate 
junto to fecure a political bias upon the country 
which was now growing too large even for their own 
ambitious grafp. Never furely was a more inde- 
cent effort attempted to prejudge the merits of an 
aggrieved people ; to interpofe the pplitical influence 
of the counties between the petitions of the fub- 
jefl:s at large and the Crown ; and to overawe 
and predetermine the legiflature againfl the re- 
commendations which his Majefty might think proper 
to make (and which he did in fadl makej in favour 
of his loyal, peaceful and aggrieved Roman Catho- 
lie fubjefts of Ireland. This firft failure of (nen in 
power in their hackneyed attempts to metamorpbofe 
the wifbes and ftruggles of the people for jelief, into 
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fedkion and confpiracy againft the State, was a hap« 
py omen to Ireland, and the welcome herald of her 
dawning liberty* Notwithftanding this inveterate 
and powerful refinance, the Roman Catholics pro- 
ceeded coolly, advifedly and firmly in purfuing 
the grand obje£t of their claims. About this time 
Mr* Burke jun. arrived in Dublin to refume his 
office of Agent for the Roman Catholic Body of 
Ireland. 
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the prefent fyftem of governing our Eaft 
Indian poffeffions, the Governor General is in- 
^. vetted with powers of unlimited extent and im- 

portance to Great Britain: he may involve this 
nation in war, and opprefs the moft exteafivc 
part of the Britifti empire with all the dreadful ca- 
lamities attendant upon that fcourge of mankind. 

When 
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When upon tlie nomination of Lord Cornwallig, 
Mr. Fox in the Houfe of Commons reprobated that 
fyftem as unconftitutional and dangerous, which 
vefted fuch abfolute and immenfe power in the hands 
of the Governors of India, His Majefty's Minifters 
oppofed to it the well known private virtues^ worthy 
and dignity of the noble peer ivho was to exercife it. 
The fpirit of the Britifli Conftitution formerly knew 
no fuch grounds of engrafting abfolute and unlimit- 
ed power upon the virtue and difcretion of the in- 
dividual who was to exercife it. Bleft as we now are 
in the peifon of the firft executive magiftrate, with 
the beft of Kings, the bed of Fathers, the bed 
of Huftands, the beft of Friends, the beft of 
Men; yet the Conftitution, with this fure ear- 
neft of prudential exercife, has not therefore 
entrufted him with fuch abfolute power. It was 
indeed fince the inveftiture of fuch powers in 
the Governors of India, that Mr. Burke has taught 
us, that " he is far from fure that a King of Great 
Britain does not poffefs a more real [olid extenfive 
power ^ than the King of France was poffeffed of heforer 
-this miferahle revolution. The dired power of the 
King of England is conjlderable. His indire^ andfar^ 
more certain power is great indeed. A fudden change 
feems to have taken place in the principles and fyf- 
tem of governing India. Laft year military were 
the only fit men to govern India ; this year they are 
of all the raoft unfit. Mr. Shore was the perfon 
fixed upon to fucceed the Marquis of Cornwallis : 
he had, partly from ill health, and partly from a dif- 
guft of the meafures lately purfued in India, retired 
frpm adive life, and fettled his private arrangements 
for ending his days in retirement upon a very mode- 
rate fortune, which highly to his credit he had 
brought with him from Alia, after having enjoyed 
confiderable appointments there termed' lucrative. 

Since our unhappy country is now fatally in^ 
volved in the war, which in the experiment or one 
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fliort month has afforded fuch a melancholy ear» 
jieft of its efFetts, we become too nearly intereft- 
ed in the turn of its events, to pafs over in filence 
the conclufion of its firfl: inglorious and deftruc- 
tive campaign. The time and the manner of 
proclaiming this war were perhaps the only cir- 
cumftances, in the indefinite poffibility of events, 
that could fo quickly and fo effeSually have fe- 
tured to the Jacobin party in France the means 
of accomplifhing their nefarious and tyrannous 
defign. The Crown could not be completely 
deftroyed, but by the previous abolition of the 
ariftocracy, both in the party of the Emigrants 
and in that of the Conftiturionalifts : nor could 
this abolition be effcded but by meafures the moft 
violent and {hocking to the feelings of human na- 
ture. The invafion of a powerful, vindiSive and 
ferocious enemy avowing themfelves friends to the 
monarch, and declaring the monarch a friend to 
them, fupplied them with a plea not of plaufibility 
but of ncceffity for depriving him of his liberty : 
the fttme principle fanclioned the neceffity of con- 
fifcation, feizures and murders, whilft a ftandard 
was ercSed on the French territories, round , which 
their fworn enemies were encouraged by threats and 
the moft delufive promifes to rally. Tbefe melan- 
choly truths were feen by all, but the infatuated 
perfons whom, they moft concerned, in the inftan- 
taneous eftablifliment of the power of the Jacobins 
upon the declarations and firft movements of the 
combined armies. The overthrow of monarchy, 
the captivity of the King with his whole family, the 
fcizure of the forces, revenue and authority of the 
whole country, were objefts, which otfaerwife time, 
intrigue and ftruggle could have alone fecured. 
Thus fnddenly and powerfully armed, the Jacobins 
were enabled to repel the efforts of their public, and 
crufh the defigns and power of their domeftics 
enemies* 
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In the unexpected and unaccountable condu6l of 
the combined armies in the inglorious clofe of the 
campaign, it was to be expected, that the moft dif^ 
graceful reports concerning their retreat ihguld be 
circulated, even without full grounds for their au- 
thenticity. I cannot find fufBcient vouchers to au- 
thenticate the current belief of treachery in the King 
of Pruffia, and of bribery in the Duke of Brunt. 
wick ; that the faQs had been traced up to the cor- 
ruption of their minifters and miftreffes ; and that 
they had openly been upbraided for it both by the 
Emigrants and the Auftrians. Thefe being more 
interefted and fincere in the caufe than the PrufTians, 
had frequently pledged their honour and lives to 
enfure a con^plete victory, if they might be per- 
mitted to engage the enemy without the concur- 
rence or fupport of the Prufljans. Jealoufy and ri^ 
valfhip, it is true, might have rejefted thefe offers^ 
as well as corruption and perfidy. It cannot how- 
ever be denied, that notorious advantages over the 
enemy were loft or neglcded, and a moft ignomi- 
nious and deftruftive retreat was the conclufion^ of 
the campaign. It was commenced by the moft pre- 
fumptuous declamations and vindidive menaces, and 
it was fupported by a fpecies of fraud which had 
never before difgraced the warfare of a civilized na- 
tion. They had promifed as ample protedion to 
thofe Frenchmen who Ihould fubmit to their fum- 
mons, as they had threatened vengeance againft 
thofe who fhould oppbfe their progrcfs. They re- 
nounced pillage^ and fwindled the unrefifting inha- 
bitants out of provifions for their armies. One of 
Chefe fwindling and infulting inftruments of fraud 
was fent by Dumourier to the National Convention, 
as a fpecimen of the good faith, and flattering pledge 
of the bleflings which the fucccllj of the federated 
princes would heap upon France. " The village of 
*' Hans in Champagne has delivered for the Praffian 
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^* army 117 flieep, the value of which his Majefty 
*' the Sng of France engages to pay when his fa- 
*' cred perfon (hall be at liberty, and order re-e(la- 
** bliflied in his States. In faith of which I give the 
'' fpecial guarantee of his Majefty the King of Pruflia, 
** which may be exchanged for the value of the faid 
** in a proper time and place." Signed, The Duke 
of Brunfwick-Luncnbourg, Sept. 29. — But we were 
before toJd, that the mode of civilized war would not 
be fra£lijedy nor were the French who ailed on the 
prefent fyftem iniitled to expec\ it. It was conclud- 
ed by the moft humiliating negociations, and igno- 
minious retreat. The commander of the combined 
armies, unwilling or unable to keep the field, be- 
trayed greater weaknefs in negociating with. the 
French General, than he had in lofing every ad- 
vantage which he brought into the field. ' Having 
experienced the extreme mifchief of his firft mani- 
fcltos, he was frantic enough to reft the bafis of his 
negociation upon a third manifefto, in which he re- 
capitulates the two former, and forebodes the imme- 
diate fall of the empire of France from the infatua- 
tion of thofe who afTume to themfelves the title of 
deputies chofen by the Nation^ to fecure its rights and 
its happinefs upon the moft folid bafis. He affures the 
French Nation, that the allied Sovereigns never will , 
depart from the firm refolution of reftoring to his 
moft Chriftian Majefty, liberty, fafety and royal dig- 
nity, or of exercifing juft and exemplary vengeance 
againft thofe who fliall longer dare to infringe them. 
1 hat invariably attached to the principle of not inter- 
meddling with the interior government of France, 
they ftill perfift in requiring that his moft Chriftian 
Majefty, as well as the whole royal family, (hall be 
immediately fet at liberty, &c. The publication of 
this piece of inconfiftency and folly can alone force 
us to believe, that the Duke of Brunfwick could 
have been fo weak a,nd rafh in the face of famine, 
ficl^neCs, impotency, defpair and difgrace* ^ 
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General Manftein on the part of Pruffia was, 
charged with carrying on the negociation with Gene- 
ral Dumourier. It appears from their correfpondenct , 
which is authentic, that perfonal interviews and con- 
ferences had been had between the Duke of Brunf- 
wick and the French Generals. Dumourier per- 
(ifted in the impoflibility of negociating' upon the 
bafis of a manifefto carrying with it menace and war, . 
that could only tend to irritate a free people; and 
which muft therefore break afunder the thread of 
negociation. " It does not,'* fays he, " at all enter 
** the fenfe of that which has been talked of between 
** us for the laft four days, it even deftroys it com- 
** pletely : it is even contradiftory to the converfa- 
** tion with which the Duke of Brunfwick honour- 
*^ ed Adjutant General Tbouvenot.** The purport 
of thefe conferences, to which Dumourier*s letter 
alludes, was the moft abjeft and unequivocal under- 
taking of the Duke of BrunfvKick on behalf of the . 
combined powers, to be fatisfied with a grant of the 
fmalleft portion even of nominal power to the un* 
' fortunate Louis ; left faid he than that of a King of 
England, a King of Mahrattas, a Stadtholder, a 
principal Tax-gatherer, in (hort any allowance that 
could afford them a pretext for retiring. Let this 
mendicant fupplicatiou be compared with the lan^ 
guage even of the laft manifefto, which had not pre- 
ceded it more than three days. Then let cool rea- 
fon judge of the reftitude of principles that could be 
thus proftituted and abandoned. That Conftitatioa. 
of France againft which the Convention of Pilnit^ had 
been entered into, for the deftrudtion of which above 
100,000 men were then in arms, and to the execra^ 
tion of which moft of Europe had been worked up by 
art and power, was a larger boon, than thefe hum^ 
bled menacers now demanded ; and in their degrad-. 
ed impotency it was refufed. A ferious leflbn to 
Great Britain,* now a principal party to the confede- 
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racy againft France, to weigh the original principled 
upon which fhe embarked in the caufe, the proba^ 
biiiiy of failing in the attempt, and the neat fum of 
advantages even in fuccefe. The want of provifions, 
the wetnefs of the feafon, and the ficknefe of the 
army concurred to render the retreat of the Pruffians 
as de(lru£tive as it was difgraceful. It is generally 
believed, that the French Generals cither from col- 
lufion or humanity fpared them in their retreat. 
Serious acculations were carried to the Convention 
upon this head, particularly againft General Arthur 
Dillon. But as Dumourier undertook to juftify 
him, it was probably agreed upon in the negociation 
between the Generals that no moleftation ftiould bq 
offered to the retiring army. Verdun and Longwy 
were given up : the fiege of Lifle was raifed ; and 
thus ended this inglorious campaign* The French 
declared their country out of danger, as foon as the 
combined armies had evacuated it. They however 
pufhed their conquefts far into Germany : and in the 
courfe of this month, Cuftine reduced the three im- 
portant cities of Spires, Mentz, and Frankfort. 

The King of Pruffia and his General the Duke of 
Brunfwick will never clear their reputations from the 
fulpicions with which their conduft of this important 
campaign has covered them. Nor will the brutal 
ferocity of their troops be ever forgotten, who pil- 
laged with equal barbarity the French patriots as 
enemies, and the French emigrants as their allies. 
It has however been faid, that the late unfortunate 
Louis was prevailed to prefs by letter the withdraw- 
ing of the combined troops as the only means of 
faving the lives of himfelf and family j and that this 
letter delivered to the commander in chief in the 
courfe of the negociation between the Pruffian and 
Frerftih Generals, was the immediate caufe of their 
retreat. But it fo. Yet a letter fo recently received 
aiid fo tittle expeded, could not have produced the 
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diiFerent manifeftoes, or have kept the combUied 
armies from engaging the enemy, when they com- 
manded everv advantage over them, or have driven 
them into difadvantageous pofts, or have deprived 
them of provifions, or have rendered the men and 
horfes fickly. The King of Pruffia and the Duke of 
Brunfwick are not blamed nor contemned for hav- 
ing retreated from Prance when they were no longer 
able to hold the field, but for having by their ex- 
treme folly or treachery brought their armies and 
the caufe to fuch a ruinous alternative. 
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X HE brilliant and rapid fuccefs of the Repub- 
lican arms in the very outfet of their career, pro- 
duced the mod ftupendous and fatal confequences 
throughout all Europe. It gave radical firmnefs to 
the party who had feized the powers and means of 
government in France ; it emboldened them to infult 
their neighbours in prefumptuous defiance, to out- 
rage human nature with impunity, and to revile ia 
blafphemous impiety, the p<eity itfelf. The con- 
federated, princes, whofe fanguinary menaces had 
pravoked the irritation, as their difgraceful difcom- 
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fiture had crowned the triumphs of thefe ferocious 
Republicans, were fo blinded to their infatuation, 
that they fought neither to correft nor abandon the 
principles which had led them to the brink of ruin ; 
but fatally fucceeded in plunging their affrighted 
neighbours alfo into the devouring eddy of deftruc- 

. tion. Before the clofe of the current month, the 
dominion of the Republic was rapidly extended from 
the Alps to the Rhine, from Geneva to the mouth of 
the Scheld. The viftory of Gemappe fecured the 
conqueft of Brabant and Flanders ; and the mod 
numerous and bed appointed armies of the univerfe 
were every where flying from the undifciplined, 
naked, but enthufiaftic troops of the vidtorious Re- 
public. How tardy are governments to fee their too 

. prefumptuous confidence, to correft their miftaken 
meafures, and to adopt remedies appropriate to the 
evils that threaten them ! 

. , The Houfe of Auftria had but recently fecured by 
the power of the fword the allegiance of the States of 
Brabant and Flanders. They had rifen to fliake off 
the yoke of the Emperor Jofeph, who, too confi- 
dent of his arbitrary ftrength and power, had as im- 
prudently as injuftly invaded the rights of thefe fub- 
j.cas, and attempted to impofe upon them inno- 
vations in their religion, and deprive them of their 
fundamental privileges, upon the condition of which 
they bad originally put thcmfelves under the protec- 
tion of the Houfe of Auftria. The favourite but 
fatal policy of not yielding to the wiflies or claims 
, pf the people, whilft a Government thinks itfelf fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to refift them by force, was here ex- 
emplified in a moft ftriking manner. The brave 
Belgians, though heretofore too weak to withftand 
the power of the imperial arms, were too fpirited to 
abandon their claim to their rights and privileges : 
they perfifted in demanding in. peace what they 
could not maintain by war. The Government^ 
though without ground for denying the juftice of 
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their daiim, added iofiilt to Ac grieraiice of mth^ 
holding them by the mere power of oppteffion ; they 
e^epofea their weaknefs and infamy in thtir maniwf 
and time of acceding to the demand. Affer the tak- 
ing of Mon&, all was fiear and confufion at BruxeU 
les. The French emigrants and every dcpendtffif 
upon the Court were at one rime on their flight : 
the latter bad fecnred whatever boats, horfes athi car- 
riage* they could to tranfport themfelvea and their 
cffeds : and the dread of falling into the hsmf^fe of 
the patriots had completely cleared Bnixdlesr of eve- 
ry one who had avowed and fupported the princiw 
pies of the confederated princefs againft the Repttb* 
lie. The Archducbefs^ Mary removed with the 
Court to Ruremonde : her hufband the Duke oi 
• Saxe-Tefchen was with the atmy ; and, if geterat 
accounts may be credited, had conduced not a tktle 
to the fatal difgrace of its overthrow at Gemappe.— 
In her flight (be left a melancholy monument of the 
relnflattce with which Government yielded fo the 
juft voice of the Belgian people ; and in it an im- 
portant teflon to all fovereigns, that to withhold the 
rights of their people, is* to deftroy at once their ownr 
power and authority. She addreflfed two cfifpatcbesr to 
tht Belgian people : ont of them to announce her in- 
tentionof holding her Gonrt at Raremonde; the other 
to communicate to them the confirraafic«it ot the 
charter of their liberties called the Joyeufe Entrie. 
In this difgraceftil flight of the Court from the Jlp^ 
proach oi the viftorious^ hero of Gemappe, little fe* 
gacity is wanting to trace theconceflxoM of Govern- 
ment to their knmedbte caufe. However in the ve^^ 
ry hour of defertion and flight fiie afiures the pet)pte 
of hisMajefty*» intention to makejuftke altoays fbebqfit 
(f his rtign^ and had therefore empowered hef tot de*" 
elare, that he would inviolaMy maintain fheBrdbanHne 
Cmftitteiion and the J^y&nfe EnfrSe. An earlier atteUt^ 
lion rothis^ jufticc might have inereafed the regret 
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c$ the Brabauters at the deparjture of the Archduchcls, 
and mitigated their joy at the arrival of Dumou# 
rier. ^ 

The rapid and fuccefsful progrefs of the French 
arms feems to have eledrified all Europe with a fym- 
pathetic ftroke of liberty. The caufe of France wa« 
made common with every complaint of grievance, 
and &e unwillingnefs to examine and redrefs them 
an open federacy wixh defpotifm to opprefs the gene^ 
ral caufe of civil freedom. Throughout the Belgi-^ 
an provinces the reluftance and tardinefs of the Em- 
peror to admit and confirm the Brabantine Condi- 
tution, found a quick and palatable remedy in the 
fuccefs of the caufe of France : the patriotic party 
in Holland fought in the fame fource an alleviatioa 
of their grievances ajgainft the overgrown power of 
the Stadtholder, which the arms of Pruffia had re- 
cently increafed. In England, particularly at Shef« 
field, the friends and fupporters of a Parliamentary 
Reform conceived that they beheld in the fuccels of 
the French arms, a fure earned of their own and 
fellow-citizens* free choice in the free members of a 
free parliament. In Scotland the difappointed Bur- 
geflfes who had in vain importuned parliament to 
take under their confideration the abufes of the Roy^ 
al Burghs, looked up to the happy iffue of the French 
invafion of the Netherlands for the corredion and 
redrefs of the evils they complained of. , In Ireland 
the Roman Catholics concluded from the fuccefsful 
energy of the French Revolutionifts in giving laws 
to their own nation, that an united people could by 
no laws be excluded from the Conftitution and Go^ 
vernment of their own State : and the Diflenters 
and other friends of liberty cohnefted the deftrudi- 
on of one abufive Government in France with the 
neceflary abolition of every other Government that 
was fupported by any fort of abufe whatever. Thefe 
are the feelings of natural fympatby ; the adual ext 
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iftence of the fore creates the fenfation : and 
the unfkilfulnefs of the phyfician drives fhe de-' 
fponding patient to his own imaginary modes oiF 
relief. 

Such were the fuccefles, and the effefts of the 
fucceffes of the French arms. At home there was 
no party either fufBciently ftrong to refift the Jaco- 
bins, nor fufEciently refolute to attempt it. They 
produced feveral pretended and forged letters to cri- 
minate their unfortunate monarch of Counter-revo- 
lutionary plots : and by thefe manoeuvres they had 
difpofed a fpiritlefs public to an acquiefcence at leaft 
in his predetermined fate. Meafures were accord- 
ingly taken to bring on his trial. 

There had long exifted at Paris a fociety or. club 
of Britifli fubjefts, who took a very fympathetic, if 
not an aftive part in the fuccefs of the French Re- 
volution. Upon the news of the conqueft of Bra- 
bant they celebrated the joyful tidings in a very 
magnificent and general feftival ; and afterwards ad- 
dreffed the Convention upon the fubjeft. Some other 
addrefles from Britifli fubjefts were offered to and 
accepted by the National Convention in congratula- 
tion of their fucceffes. One of them was prefented 
from the Conftitutional Society of London by their 
deputies Joel Barlow and John Frofl:, who at the 
fame time entreated their acceptance of one thou- 
fand pair of ftioes, as a patriotic offering to the 
brave foldiers of liberty. 

The National Convention was fo elated with the 
irrefiftible progrefs of their arms, and fo confident 
of the propriety and reftitude of every meafure pro- 
pofed for its adoption,, that it feems to have thought 
deliberation a drudgery beneath the elevated dignity 
of Republicans. In the inconfiderate heat of en- 
thufiafm, it paffed by acclamation a decree, '^ that 
^^ the National Convention declared, in the name 
*' of the French Nation, that they will grant frater- 
*^ nity and affiftance to all thofe people who wifli to 
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^* procure liberty ; and that they charge the execu- 
** tive power to fend orders to their Generals to 
** give affiftaace to fuch people, as have fofiered, or 
** are now fuflfering in the caufe of liberty/* Thid 
decree of fraternization was the bioft impolitic mea- 
fare that the Convention comld poflibly have adopt- 
ed ; it gave the direfk denial to all their former pro- 
feffions of not interfering with the internal govern- 
ments of^ othet't kingdoms, and of not extending 
their own by foreign ccuiqueft : it raifed juft fufpici- 
ons that the fomenting difturbance and (edition in 
foreign countries had become a fyftematic prin- 
ciple of the Frettch Republic, and confequently 
afibrded their neighbours plaufible excufes for not 
admitting them to afibciate or fettle in their do- 
minions. 

It appears that our Minifters began now to look 
ivitfa an eye of alarm upon the rapidity and extent 
of the French concfttefts. Brabant, Flanders, and 
Liege had been fubdued, and feemed perfectly dif* 
pof^ tO' fraternize with their conquerors. It was 
ivell known that in Holland a very confiderable 
party of male-contents fought an opportunity of 
declaring themfel^s openly againft the Prince of 
Orange, l^ord iSckland was therefore directed to 
alTore their High MightineiTes, that*as the thfratre of 
iBvar w^s brought to nosur to the confinet of the re- 
public, his Majefty was both ready and determined 
to* execute with the utmoft good faith the treaty of 
1788/ The States in their. anfwer to this deciar:^- 
tion from out Court, profefled the ftrohgcft belief^ 
that no hoftiie intentiotis were conceived .by any of 
the beiiigeront powers againft them. The native 
phlegm of the Hollander begat^ in the more peace- 
ful and fteady^ a real reluSance to believe aftivity 
neceflary to fave their country: an infuperable 
hatred of the court party induced the more active to 
diffemble their cxpeaanctcs of what they moft ah 
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demiy vsfidKd. Hence tlie frequent J^bfervation, 
that W9 bad i^cioufly forced nheir High Mig^ti- 
ndTe^ i&io a war of de&nce^ ag^unft their owfi 
wiihes and mciina;cioit9^ 

It \iras now the deterimnation of our Cabinet to 
Aipprefs do longer tbeiv approbauoa of the princi- 
ples of the gr^d ixmfederacy^ But it ^4af6 firit ce*. 
(patfite to (iifpofe the Kation toapi^operacquiefceiMsa 
ki th€^, T4ie oiultitude ofteaer ^€l from feeling 
that! judgment : whom they hate^ £ear or coxi'temn^ 
they eagerly perfecute^ and ^t% rairety delicate in the 
nie^s, wb^ tliey fi»d xke opf^ortunity of fattataag; 
tt^ir vetigeance. A fupi^me abhat rente of tiut 
Fren^dl Ck^'^emn^ent hiad been ftacoefsfoUy fanplust- 
t4 in the hearts of moft ferfons in, this countryy 
nearly two years before the period of the curceiu: 
«i»ontk : Mr. Burke rit>^n told tih«m^ tjhat the French* 
*^ had pw over ihdr couatry aa infolest tys-aauhy, 
^* made up of crocfl and inasgiEirdble mailerS) aiid 
^^ that too of a defcrjption hiilierfio ntst known in 
" the w6r4d» The powers and pofaics by which 
^' ihey 34ave j^cceed^^, at^ hoc tho& of gres^ ftatef- 
*^ Kiftn^ or great miliary >commanders> but idae ptac- 
'^"^ tlces of incendianes^ ^sSz&m^ houfe^Hr^i^s^ 
^< tobberi, ^eadiers of £ilfe aewi^ forgers of faile 
^ otHiets £pom ae^thorky, and other ddinqoencies of 
*^ w^i<:h xDrdlnary Juflice tiiices ^ogfttztnce." Un* 
i>diti^nately none of their tnteraiedaite a£b kave 
%enfdtdio^J0feen the featur^e^ of this Itigh^cobored 
|Hirtrait. In the ^excefs of their byrroi^ lay this ex- 
trinity ^ iheir folly ixi ^he mode of /refiltiiig the 
French R^oiutmiiA^. Every meafure dkeiSed 
ifcgatnft them> or thek fopportera, or, their athni- 
Ter^, however unwife, Ulleg^ unconliiftutianal, or 
^injuft', t^sme>&n&lioilad in tbe objed of its direct- 
tiot>. ^ttful advafiiage was lakaen ^of this &§po&- 
tioti$ every wifli^ je?very wotd and eiiery a&ion) 
(bat t?6s )$}fagpeedble to Ynin^ieFS, nvafs huiiled into 

♦ Mr. Burke's Lctl^t to-a Member, p. 69. 
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the devouring vortex of the French Revolution, 
and reprefented to an affrighted nation as mingling 
with the torrent that tl^eatcned deftru£tion to our 
political fabric. 

Mr. Juftice Aflihurft on the 1 9th inftant deliver- 
ed a charge to the Grand Jury, in which he very 
ably and pointedly fet forth the advantages of our 
Laws and Conftitution, and lamented tl^at ^' there 
'^ were men in this com^y ^ corrupt principles 
^' and wicked intentions, who appeared to be very 
^' much diffatisiied with om fyftem of Government, 
^^ and publiihed libels on our Conftitution daily; 
'^ when this was the cafe it was neceffary for the 
*< inembers of the ftate to find out^ and pwfue and 
f* pnnijh fuch wicked ferfons. It would be a refor 
** mation in the ftate that fuch corrupt members 
** fliould be cut off, to prevent others from foBbw- 
*^ ing their train.*' This rrfpeaaWe jfudge in look- 
ing ferward fpoke the language and the fpirii of 
the Conftitution. But the uilpumlhed and uninter- 
rupted circulation of the Rights cf Man for %wo 
years, was not grounded upon the recommendation 
which he thought necefl&ry for th« prefervation of 
the State. In fafl, the learned Judge, with all the 
deKcacy that his official fituation permitted, eould 
not ren-ain from noticing the inefficient mdalbres 
ptitfued by Government to check the evil. *' The 
*' authors who had publiihed fuch writings, iiow- 
** ever, notwithftanding the proclamation, had per- 
*' fifted in their cQadua, which proved that what 
** had been done was not quite effedual to prdv<nt 
" the further progrefs of fuch feditious writings^*' 
On the next day luxwever a new, and in the prefent 
circumftances, a very Angular rojeafure- was fet oa 
foot to encourage and co^ntepance the ^xecuticto 
of the laws. This was the efl:M)UOunent of an 
Affociation at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, of 
which, in its order and time, we ihaU have future 
occafion to fp6ak. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DECEMBER, 179^* 



CONTENTS. 

QreaS Britain openly enUrs, into the armed Confedei^aqf^ 
^-^Second Proclamation — Parliament convened with-, 
in fourteen days after hai)ing been recently prorogued 
to January — The militia called out-^The Torwer 
fortified — King^s fpeech — Debates upon the addrefi 
to the Throne-^Mr. Fox^sfpeecb againft the war-^^ 
flis motion to fend over a perfon to treat with the 
Executive Pawer of France — Alien and AJJignat 
Bills — The French offers to preferve peace^—Maret 
fent over with indefinite powers — Trial of th^ 
French J^ing — The dangerous fyftem of eftablifhing 
Clubs and Affociations* — Paine found guilty of libel- 
ling the Conjiitution — The effeds of Mr. Reeves's 
AJbciation brought before the Houfe by Meffrs. F09; 
and Grey. 

VV E are. now come to the introdudtion of Great 
Britain upon the ftage. We fortunately are not dif- 
interefted fpeftators, merely to iadapt our temporary 
feelings to the performance of the aftors : we have a 
deep concern in the working of the plot ; our dear- 
eft interefts are involved in the unravelling 'of the 
piece ; and the dropping of the fcenic curtain will 
but uflier into reality the train of miferies and dif« 
ireffes which the performance pf our part in the dra- 
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nia m\\ have entailed upon us. After fuch recent 
and repeated avowals of the right of Franqe to fprm, 
alter and model its internal Government without the 
interference of any other ftate, after fuch unequivo* 
cal declarations of our intended neutrality, and the 
warmed: profeffions of amity and good underAand-* 
ing, it was a taflc of no fmall ingenuity to engage 
the difpofitions, as well as to involve the interefts of 
this country in the armed combination againft 
Frsmce. The free and unchecked circulation of the 
worft of the levelling doctrines which had brought 
France to its prefent ftate of violence and confufion^ 
had operated their full efFeft upon thofe amongft us 
who were fufceptible of the mifchief : they had creat- 
ed in them a contempt fpr ariftocracy and a diflike 
to monarchy : th^ evil was fatally augmented by tba 
propagation of other dofltrines running into the op- 
pofite extremes, which were fure to forward the very 
mifchief they were (perhaps) intended to prevent. — 
Such a war was not to be undertaken upon open prin- 
ciple : it was not therefore to be fupported by rea- 
fon. Appeal was to be made to the paffions ; the 
pathetic cafe of a virtuous perfecuted nujnarch, put 
in contraft with the ferocious cruelties of a licentious 
and frantic populace, had fuccefsfully feized -the feel* 
ings of a Britifh audience : and we ail know how 
weak is the refinance of cool and ftern reafon againft 
the pre-occypancy of animated paffion. This is in 
nature, and the public was prepared for it by the 
words and example of Mr. Burke^ * " We are fo 
f* made as to be crffeBed at fuch fpedacles with melan- 
** choly fentiments upon the unjiahle condition of mortal 
prmperity and the tremendous uncertainty of human 
greatnefs : becaufe in thofe natural feelings we learn 
great leffons ; becaufe in events like thefe our pajioris 
inflru^t our reafon ; when Kings are hurled from 
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*^ ihmr thrones bjf ihfupreme dirf{l9r tf this great, 
" drama^ and become the ohfeifs ofin/uk to the haft^ and 
^f pity to tbegood.^^ the paffions of the public feav. 
ing beea thus raifed, and their reafon being fui^eHed 
U the infimSiM of their fa^om^ every mm or effiirt 
to in»prove, ftrengthen or' prefervc the eights of riie 
peopl<e» or to keep the power of the Crown withm 
the Uflttits of the Cooftitutioo, became eqoally fedl- 
lioQs, difloyal and treafo&able. To a people fo 
impreifed no meafure againft the objed of their 
irritation could become a fub]e£t of dtfcuiEott or 
befitation* Faffioa is tranfient ; Veritat Mtem 
sterna* 

The Procbmadon of the 21 ft of May alledged 
ibat the evil which it complained of had been perr 
initted to acquire a degree of ilrengdb that threw the 
whole empire into a ftate of alarm and ferment.*^ 
The addrefles which it excited from the peopi^ b6« 
ijpoke however the loyal difpofition of the natioo, 
ajftd in proviiig^tbe^cUity with which the evil could 
have been timely remedied, afcertained the degree of 
guilt or folly of thofe ^ho faw^ difdainfed or negleded 
the opportunity. In order however to render the in- 
tended meafures palatable to the nation, it became 
aecefiary to devife fome ^omeftic urgency fbr enter- 
ing into a war^ that could be fupported upon nopo* 
Ktical juOicei encouraged by no profped of intereft^ 
nor undertaken without at lead the appearance of 
violating our exprefs profeilions and promifes« Hig 
Majefty was accordingly advifed to i^ae a oew pro* 
clamation. The inefficacy of the fir ft proclamation 
fufSciemly appears from the language (^ the fecond : 
*^ That notwithftanding the royal jn-ociamatton, 
^* eviUdifpofed perfons were ftiU continuix^ with 
*^ the utmoft induftry to attempt the fubverfion of 
** the Laws and cftabUihed GcM^itudon of this 
*' realm, and to deftroy all order and government 
" therein." It rauft stt Ae fimje time be remember- 
3 ed 



ei «hat Tbosits l^ne^ againft whom the jtrft pro- 
clamation ^as avowedly aimed, was permitted to 
\m here wkh impunity for Mar two years after the 
pyblication of his works, and recently to go unmo- 
lelbed to take his feat in the National Convention of 
France* 

If credit be given to the words and a£Uose of his 
Majefty^s Minifters, the political (bate of the king- 
doR)) M^hich depended upon the vigilance and energy 
of ^heir fneafures, was at this time in the convulfed 
agonies of a mortal difeafe. Without any external 
hofti4ities either eo make or refift, without the con*^ 
vi£Hon or even accii^ation of any perfon for attempt^- 
ing to raife internal fadition or inAirre&ion, with- 
out the examine of one pain, penalty or poniibmeaf: 
having beeiH inflicted upon a peribn guihy of tuibu'- 
ience or rebellion, the Minifters thought tbemfelves 
^Rfarrtnted in advifmg his Majefty by proclamation to 
call out and embody the militia, and ro convene the 
parliament <as in cafes of a^ual invasion and rdsel'- 
iioai heis only enabled) at ai) earlier period than that 
to which it ftood prorogued. Bounties were offered 
to landftnen and feamen« Naval armaments were 
pQt into preparation m aU the dock-yards : the army 
w^s <]rawn into a focus round the metropolis : and 
^e Tower was put into a poft ure of defence *. The 
pi^oclaraa^ion unequivocally ftated, •* that the utmoft 
** induftry was ftiW employed by evil-difpofed per- 
^' fofts withra this kingdom, acting in conceit with 
" perfons in foreign parts, with a view to fubvert the 
'** laws and eftablilhed Conftftution of this realm ; 

** If Ibe Tatter had been iotanded (tuovX^Y to be put loto 
•a poftave of ikfence* a very «lifrerent plao (hould hsirt been adQ|A» 
ed. At {n-efenJt u Is more dcfencelefs than ever : ibe dead work 
of tbe walls is increafed, which therefore facilitates an attacic ; 
and tbe embrsffures are fo ooiirtlro€ted, that a gun cafmot be 
^rmig^tlo bear cut cf tbem up<nt any point witbin the extent of 
the dJr^^ 
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*^ and to deftroy all order and government thertsiA i 
" and that a fpirit of tumult and diforder thereby 
^^ excited had lately. ihewh itfelf in aQs of rid and 
*^ infurredion.^* Thefe are the fuppofed fads, upon 
the exiftence of which the very legality of the procla- 
mation was founded ; for the Crown is only enabled 
to convene a parliament fooner than the time to 
which it (lands prorogued in the cafes of adual /V 
^qfion or rebellion^ No one ever queftioned the fafi 
of invafion : and no one has as yet difcovered that 
of rebellion. The Legiflature for grave reafons re- 
ftrained the King's prerogative upon this fubjefk iif 
«U cafes except two, which are in their nature of 
full notoriety, and therefore f^emed to have been 
particularly cautious that no Minifters might evet 
draw out the militia upon frivolous or falfe pretem 
ces. But how can infurredion or rebellion exift^ 
but by the overt a6b of individuals ? And how can 
it be credited that thefe are known to Minidersi 
and that the perpetrators of them remain purpofe- 
ly or defignedly concealed or fanftioned by impu* 
nity? 

His Majefty's fpe^ch from the Throne at the meet- 
ing of the Parliament was a mere echo of his procla- 
mation. In it he fays, " 1 have carefully obferved 
, •* a drift neutrality in the prefent war on the conti- 
" nent, and have uniformly abftained from any in- 
•' terference with refpeft to the internal affairs of 
*^ France." The addrefs to his Majefty upon th€j 
fpcech >yas moved in the Houfe of Lords by Lord 
Hardwicke, . and feconded by Lord Walfmgham < 
in the Commons by Sir James Sanderfon the Lord 
Mayor, and Mr. Wallace. In both Houfes it waa 
debated nearly upon the fame grounds. In the 
Houfe of Commons Mr. Fox, aftef a very long, 
eloquent and conftitutional fpeech, moved an amend*^ 
meut to the addrefs, which was negatived by a ma^- 
jority of two hundred and fortyi . 

As 
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As the minds of the public are now quieted upon 
the grounds of alarm which then agitated them, they 
may after a year's experiment of the meafures then 
projedted , examine them without bias, and decide 
upon them without partiality or fufpicion of diflby- 
alty. On this occ^fion Mr. Fox proved himfelt the 
mod fagacious (latefman, the ablefl fenator, and the 
firmed patriot. If there exift in the bread of any 
man at this hour a feeling for the adluai fituation of 
his country, let him read over and calmly confider 
Mr. Fox*8 fpeech upon that memorable occafion, 
and his mind will be inflantly decided upon the 
awful crifis of the prefent moment. He declared 
that the fpeech and proclamation were grounded in 
falfehood^ and that the Minifters who had framed the. 
fpeech had made the affertions with a full conviftion. 
of their fallehood : that they had calumniated the 
people of England by accufing them of infurreftions 
which had no exiftence but in the brains of thofe 
who had fmider views in publifhing thefe fidions. 
He very pointedly enforced the danger of deftroy- 
ing, as the prefent policy was, the middle order of 
men, who were equally adverfe to pure democracy 
as to defpotifra. A fyftem of extremes was efta* 
blifhed of the mod dangerous confequence. Thofe 
who dread republicanifm fly for flielter to the crown. 
Thofe who deGre reform and are calumniated are , 
driven by defpair to republicanifm — the evil mod to 
be dreaded. He was ready to dand in thef gap be- 
tween the wild projeds of new-fangled theories and 
the dangerous revival of exploded and condemned 
doftrines, though from thefe latter he feared the 
word confequences. He conneded the fpirit of Go^ 
vernment with the adions of its avowed agents. He 
confidered the natjare of Mr. Reeves's * affociation^ 

* He is Chief Jaftice of Newfouadlaadt >nd enjoys fome 
other places uodcr GoveromeDt. 

T and 



t 138 3 

and :qQoted th^ dodri&es publldied ^si^nd drculated 
by this hztnoA cban'man, thdt i»cu;lGat6d die jure 
divino right of fCings^ wbkh vfovild have bwa -trea- 
foii^k ki the years 1715 and 1745 : and this in ^ 
maiiner perfeftty new andilifti'uake-*-** Han^e ym 
*^ not read the Sible? Do ydu mt knMs "fimt it is 
" there written^ that the King is^e Lord's aminted t 
** Sut did you ei^er hear of his having -anointed a ^d?- 
" public ?'*-*^e pFeffed tpon the Minifters Ae dan- 
g^ 6f fporting wJhh the feelings df 'die peepJe^ ^^ 
r-atfing their alarms to ttraw^from them th^foothhig 
ei^preilions of agitated loyahy; and ^trarned tb^m 
again^ fttinning the public mind with riepeated 
fhoG^s oif ficUon into the infenflbiUty of a real at'- 
tatk. He deprecated In the ftrongeft terms the idea 
of going to war with France becaufe we difappro^- 
ed of its form of ^Gonrernm^m. »Hc ififlfted that 
feafon required ive fliould firft -sfttemfpt ro n^ociatc 
before we plunged the nation into wan \i the 
ends we propofed to attain by arms could be acquir- 
ed by negociation, the Naiibn dem^nd^d negocia- 
tion ai« an a& of jaftiee. And the Minifters who 
refufed even the attempt were refponftble to their 
country for the iavifh wafte of -its treafureand tte 
wanton and cruel dfufion of its blood. Every 
mifery of a moft deftrudlive and ruinous war would 
bejuftlylaid at the door of th0fe,'who from obfli- 
uacy, pride or folly would not ufe the mems 
ptdflfed even upon them by their very enemies to 
prevent and avert the evil. It was infuhing to the 
plain fenfe 6f man and Shocking to bumanity, to 
Iport with the fate ofempires, and facriiice the lives 
and fortunes of their citizens to the frivolity 4^i 
pundilio. Can they find a p6wer to war agamft, 
with whom they cannot treat ? Can they fectle car-- 
tels and armiftices (as in war they muft) with thofe 
with whom they n^^y not prolong and perpetuate 
them ? Can they enfure the iirfalliWe and perpetual 
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SkoQisJb of thm arm^, and propMy to tl^i^couatvy 
%lkH thU w a worfe executive (iojvernmeiit in^Frapcf 
4»jm aol bunoble and force tb^ \p fu€ for the p^a^^ 
tbfiy Dtow fo inlbkntly and l|aiightHy d:eny the poij. 
bility pf treatiog for ? IVjudge from the firft ftuit? 
of the cfuTade againfli^ Frs^iKe, be trembled ^and 
Wuihed; to look forward tp tbe probable iffue of our 
pluiigiQg into the difgracefal ri^in. Lot^but pegO'- 
cia^QQ be atte9ipte49 and its failure woujff enfur^ 
bis vote for the waf, Negociation had lately pre- 
vei:|ted a rupture with Spaii^* And after his Majefty 
bad told us ii^ \ih fpe^ch that be has uniformily ab- 
ftained from any interference with r^ped to the m^ 
teri^l affairs of France, what other reafqp can ther^ 
be for not fairing this country frpntv war by negociat- 
ing with the eixecutive power of France (we intetr 
fere not with it$ form), but becanfe th^ republic h^9 
not be^n anointed with the hply chrifio from 
Rbeims? He e^cpeded to be in a minority, but ^, 
minority bad recently faved the country from a wajt 
with Ruffia. Were. he alpn^, he would ft^l r^lfe 
his fingle voicie to avert from his country the fijin 
ai^d deftrud;ion that the w^ak if not wicHed defignft 
of Minifters were bribing upon it* Whfitev^ 
might be the intoxication of tb^ momf nt, b^ faw 
the hour of reflexion not fgr off, thai would co^ 
yiM» his coii^ntrymen of the preference of an boh 
Otourable antidote K> an ^icpenfiye, painful and bU" 
filiating cu.p€. }» his ufual manly mmmr be 
added, that he wouW not content bixnfejf with de^ 
predating the a3$ of tbe MiniAetn^ but h& would 
l^dge birafelf fo*" tbe fyftem of ra<ea£Mres that he 
would propofe and fupport in bo^rs of agitation like 
th^ prefent. If tbe Di^enters ftewed a tendency to 
difcon^ent on account of any partial oppreiBon, be 
would rep^l the Corporation ^d the left A&$. 
They complained of nibbing ^k : and tbeir affec* 
UW91^ fe^vice^ W#r€ of tnpj-e confcqu^n^Jf tp tb# 
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ftate, than their excluGon from corporations was of 
benefru'to it. If any perfons were tinftured with a 
republican fpirit becSiufe they thought the reprefen- 
tative Governmeiit was more perfeft in a republic, 
he would endeavour to amend the reprefentation of 
the Commons, and to pro\^ that though not cbbfen 
by all they fliould have no other intereft than to 
prove themfelves reprefentatives of alL If there 
were men diffatisfied in bcotland with the internal 
government of their Royal Burghs, he* would exa- 
mine their grievance and afford redrefs. If in Ire- 
land the great body of the people ftated, what was 
the faft, that they were excluded ^rom and demand- 
ed to be admitted to a participation of the Confti- 
lution of their country, he would liberally admit 
their claim to right and juftice. He lamented forcly 
that Government (hould have hitherto refufed to 
grant what would have been thought the refult of 
choice an4 liberal policy ; but which on the eve of 
a public war muft appear to be the forced effeft of 
neceffity and fear. Were he in the prefent hour of 
alarm to iflue a proclamation, it fliould htto invite 
every man who had a grievance to bring it to the 
bar, of the Houfeof Parliament^ in full confidence 
of having it fairly inveftigafed. Tbefc were the 
fubfidies he would o£Fer to Government. What in- 
ftead of this was done ? Complaints were fuppreffed, 
the aggrieved calumniated as feditjous, redrefs ren- 
dered defperate, the freedom of thought, fpeech, and 
the prefs fubjeSed to the judgment of ignorant, in- 
terefted and fpiteful informers, and the difapproba- 
tion of an arbitrary, unjuft and ruinous fyftem of 
mearures converted into a treafonable attempt to 
fubvert the Conftitution and Government of the 
country. He repeatedly inculcated what fliould be 
ever engraven in the hearts of all Minifters : That 
the Minifters of one country ought to treat with 
whomfoever they found in pofieffion of the power 
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of another. That thofe who would only treat wit% 
powers de jure^ and not with thofe de failo^ couM 
iiot excufe themfelves to their country for the treai- 
fure that (hould be lavilhed and the l)l«od that 
fliould be fpilt in the confequences of their obfti- 
nacy. and arrogance** Their commiffion and dele- 
gation is to fuperintend and prefervc the rights and 
welfare of their own country, not to interfere with 
the forms and rights of the internal governments 
of»other5. 

Mr. Burke, whofe^ pajjtons on this as on fome 
other occafions inftruded his reafon^ fpoke for a con- 
fiderable lengtJi of time in his ufual philippic ftraija 
againd France; and concluded that the prefent 
queftion was not whether an Addrefs (hould be pre- 
l^nted to the Throne, but whether there fhould be 
any Throne at all. He threw out as ill founded as 
it was lU-natflred an allufion to Catiline's defign$ 
upon Rome. The diflFerence of the prefent from 
the then fituation of this nation may have inverted 
Mr. Burke's do&rine, and taught men's reafon U 
infiru6l their pajjions. Wheniibey (hall impartially 
have reviewed the refult of one year's experiment in 
this fatal ronfederacy, their reifon will find con^. 
viftion in the accompli(hment of thofe prediftions 
of Mr. Fox, to which their pa(fions formerly pre* 
vented them from aflfenting. Let ' them now faith- 
fully caft up the current account of the year ; let 
them labour to counterbalance in credit the black 
column of debtor of twenty millions ♦ ; let them 
weigh the advantages gained over the enemy abroad 
againft thofe we have ourfelves loft at home ; let 
them compare the then flouriihing ftate of our com- 
merce with the prefent diftreiTed fituation of our 

* The moneys raifed laft year, ;|nd wh^t will i^e ultimately rc- 
quifite to clear a^ll expences hitherto incurred by the war, cauDot 
jUl (faoit of this cftimate. 
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naanfiadurers ; let tbem contraft the paft difcoiv- 
fents of the people with the Government, and their 
clamours againft the neceifary contribution& to its 
Ittpport, with their prefent melioration of their con- 
dition, and their readinefs to fnbmit to the payment 
0§K neirly an additional million of annual taxes. 
Let tbem oppofe the arrogant refufal of. our Minif- 
•efs to treat with the French about peace, to thek 
v'igour and exertions w fupparting the war. Let 
them look back at our vaunting threat* to cruih by 
a»ticipation the power which the fatal experiment 
liM iHcreafed and fortified. Let tbem compute the 
foture by our pad loffes and misfortDnes ^ let them 
caft up the fum total of our Jure miferies, diftreffes 
9^ difgrace ; let them calcqlate upon fair darta, the 
iorpf obability of attaining the end of the war, whk^ 
h the fubje^ion of France. Let thera prove by 
paerring operations the i^ipoffibility by any iffue df 
the war of compenfating this country for the wafte 
ef blood, treafure and bappinefs even already faerie 
6c^ to the ruinous and delufive obje^a. And then 
let tbem learn to edimate public men by the efie^kf 
fheir meafures produce upon the country. 

On the 3d day of the Parliament Mi. Fox made 
s motion in the Houfe, to addrefs his Majefty iq 
fend a perfon to treat with tbofe who exercife pro* 
Tifioiially the funftions of the Executive Govern^- 
mtnt in Frafvce^ touching fuch points as may be ia 
micnffion between his Majefty aiKl his allies and the 
Ffeacb nation^. He obferved, that the queftioa 
IbaviDg been narrowed by the difcuifions of the two 
ibrmer days, he made fbi$ motion with the intention 
tbat it might be entered on the Journ4$ ^f tbe 
Heufe, for (he purpofe of ftie^iag to the country^ 
that an attempt had on the firft opportunity been 
made by the reprefentativespf the people to av^rt 
the calamitfej of war by neg^ociation. He was as 
little as any man in that Houfe dl^o&d to eommend 
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the laic 'proceedings «of France, nor did he adont 
the prefent to be the moft defir^le time for receg^ 
nkmg thofe powers; but h was afi imfortunate i»^ 
ceffity ; this was the firft ^pportuniiy of forwardii^ 
tlte mfiafare, s^d the fooner it waiS adapted the left 
remaxkable it wouFld he. Afier a very hmg debates 
the motion was negati^ved without a divifioa. The 
pradence wA propriety of Mr. F^ix's motioa mVt 
only be &en and fairly judged in the paiofal mfh 
ment of hnmiliation, which wiU faritbfelly difclofe 
the fuH waOte 6f the blood and !trea&r« that the 
adoption of it would have prevented. 

This tfyftem of horror and enmity againft France 
having heen eftab^ed, although no formal decla* 
mtion of hoftiHties ;had been ma^, the Parliament 
]^oceeded to :pafs the Alien Btll^ and the 8iU *t» 
prd2tbit the (arculatioo of promiCory and otl^tr 
notes, orders, undectafcings or obligations, for the 
payment of any fum or fusns of money, created and 
iffued under or in the name of any public authority 
in France. Oppofitian was gi^en to each of tb^ 
Bills in both Houfes chiefly upon the fau^e ground^ 
viz. that they were dir€ft infringements of th^ 
Treaty of Commerce.; that they were hoftile jnea* 
fuBes whilft we profeffcd neutrality towards France 5 
and that they werje founded in the falfe f^ppofitioji 
df exifting darker in our own country* ' 

In the courfe of the month, Monf. Le Brun the 
French Mimflrer for Foreign Affairs made feversji 
attempts to open a negotiation with our Minifler^ 
to prefervfi a good underftanding and to ;prevem: ,dm 
openxuptuite between the two countries.- Inftruftioas 
were given to M. de CbauvfeUn; and frefli agents 
were fent over with direftions to make any overturiag 
and iconoeffions that (hould be found effedlual to averjt 
the [miferies of .a v^ar* All proved ineffedual:; for 
aboitf the clofe of .the month M. Le Brun marde # 
report to the Coin\'entioB on the (late of affairs wiih 
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£ngUnd/ He faid that contrary winds had kepcf 
back the refult of the laft ftep taken by the Execu- 
tive Council, which was the fpecial commiilion given 
to M* Maret^ to admit almoft of indefinite terms 
to prevent the wat. He fpeaks flightingJy of the 
naval armaments of England,^ and complains much 
of the Alien and Affignat Bills, as infradions of the 
Treaty of Commerce which they had hitherto fcru- 
puloufly obferved, but from which they (hould in 
future hold tbemfelves releafed ; that they had ac- 
cordingly direded their Ambaffsfdor to make this 
reprefentation to Lord Grenville. It is confidently 
ifeported that M. Maret had it in his inftruftions 
unequivocally to offer to our Miniftry thefe three 
points: firfty that the navigation of the Scheld 
ihould be given up, fecondly, that the French troops 
Jhould not approach the Dutch territories within a 
given diftance ; and that the decree of the 19th of 
rlovember (hould be either altered or repealed. 
When the oftenfible re'afons for undertaking a war 
are thus previoufly removed by the conceffion of the 
enemy, then none but the mod fufpicious motives 
can induce Miniftcrs to facrifice the peace, treafure 
and welfare of the country to their fecret or wicked 
views. A great part of the month was taken up 
by the National Convention in the trial of the un- 
fortunate Louis. His impending fate deeply affcded 
the feelings of this whole nation. Several expe- 
dients and experiments were fuggefted in both 
Houfesof Parliament for averting the fentence which 
feemed doomed to be paffed upon him ; but none 
were adopted, merely from the fear of irritating the 
^ ferocious Jacobins to an earlier and feverer fentence 
* againft him. It would have been difficult to pro- 
voke the Executive Council of France more than 
they at this time were at our conduA in paffing 
the Alien and Affignat Bills, in increafmg our ar- 
maments both by land and fea, in refufing to nego- 
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ciate with their Ambaffador, and above all, in 
haughtily rejefting the propofals which they had 
humbled themfelves in making by their extraordi- 
nary envoy Maret. 

^pThere cannot be a more melancholy, though at 
the fame tim^ more incredible proot of the infa- 
tuation of Minifter«, than that, with the fatal exam- 
pie before their eyes of France having been 
brought into its prefent fituation by the means of 
clubs, they fliould countenance and encourage 
that very fyftera throughout this kingdom. The 
motive of their meeting was indifferent as to the 
effed of fetting the example. It would, if hereafter 
found neceffary to forbid thofe felf-conftituted clubs, 
aflbciations or conventions, be a difficult talk to reft 
the legality of their meeting upon the purity of the 
motives of the affociates. Mr. Reeves's affociation 
had fet out upon the moft falfe, wicked and dan- 
gerous grounds that could be devifed. They 
boaft of their being formed into a club for the 
exprefs purpofe of preferviag themfelves againft 
the horrid attempts of daring and /editions men^ wha 
under the fpecious pretence of reformation wijh to fub- 
vert the Confutation and Government of their Country » 
What can be more falfe, than that all thofe who 
wifh to bring about a Reform in Parliament wifh 
to fubvert the Conftitution of their Country: What 
more wicked than thus to calumniate and crimi- 
nate their fellow fubjefts, who are peaceful and 
loyal : What more dangerous to the State than to 
eftablifh fuch a fyftein of enmity amongft citizens, 
and fomenting it by means obviouHy open to reta- 
liation, and immediately tending to the horrid 
effeSs of irritation, revejige and defpair? It was 
but on the i8th of the month that Mr, Paint's 
trial came on, in which he was found guilty by a 
fpecial jury of having libelled the Conftitution. 
He had openly and unequivocally avowed himfelf 
U its 
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its enemy, and exerted the full power of his talents 
to make what profelytes he could to his fcditious > 
dodrines ; and if the evils and dangers complained 
of in the proclamations had a real exiftence, they 
owed it undoubtedly to the tardy and ineiGcient o^ 
nifhment of the author and propagator of the d^P 
trines th^t produced them. Henceforth there ap- 
peared lefs zeal in puniihing real (delinquents, than 
in affixing the imputation of fedition and treafon to 
thofe who difapproved of the meafures of Oovern- 
ment, or incurred their difpleafure by wifliing for a 
Parliamentary Reform. According to the new doc- 
trine of Mr. Reeves's affociation, it was holden out 
to the nation as illegal and uncon/litutional to meet 
for the purpofe of confidering and difcufTing the ftatc 
of the popular reprefentation in Parliament, in ^hich 
every voter and every individual is in faO: deeply in- 
tereued. It was therefore judged to be the prudent, 
the efFeftual, the legal, the conftitutional mode of 
checking and correfting jhe evil, to eftablifli thefe 
counier meetings and focieties throughout the king- 
dom, founded upon no other authority, fanSion or 
power, than the momentary (perhaps ill-grounded) 
conviftion of individuals, that the prefent fyftem 
of popular reprefentation fhould be kept on foot for 
the improvement or prefervation of the Conftitution, 
and that the contrary opinion was a proof of an ac- 
tual defire or attempt to fubvert the laws, govern- 
ment and conftitution of th€ country. 

So ferioufly were the moft illiberal, fcandalous 
and unconftitutional motives for holding thefe aflto- 
ciations boafted of and propagated, that Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Grey thought it neceffary to notice them in 
the Houfe ; and now perhaps, if our pajftons have 
ceafed to inftru6l our rea/on, the real import and ten- 
dency of them may be confidered without bias or 
prejudice. One of the firft publications made by 
Mr, Reeves the arch-patriarch of thefe aflbciates was, 

faid 



1 



' .. 1 '47 3 

faid Mr. Gr*y (o^ the 17th) ftot only calculated to i 

excite fecUj^oq, but abfolutely pointed out the clafs 2 

off>erfons againft whom the loyal fury of the mob 
il^ld be direded. The extermination of the Dif- ] ] 

iRefs. lias their ainf, and the publication alluded -I 

to aflfeAfed, " ^at the Prejhyterians had been the \ 

*• caufe of the dijiurbancel* in America / that by them 
** the expences of the ''American war had been incurred^ . \ 

*• and that the Birmingham Doilor (Priejiley) was 
** more infamous even thm Paine.^* Jfir. Fox on the 
fame day produced to the fame Houfe a circular in- 
vitation to one of thefe loyal meetings at Staine§, 
which ended with thefe words, deftru^ion to Mr. 
Fox and his Jacobin committee. On the 24th Mr. 
Fox in giving his aflent to the augmentation of the 
army, as he had before done to that of the navy, 
faid that he did it upon this only principle, that we 
ought to be prepared either to engage in war, or to 
negociate with effeft for peace. He then took occa- 
fion of mentioning to the Houfe the difmiffal from 
the army of two officers of rank and merit. Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald for being fuppofed to favour the 
teufe of France when we were in a (late of neutra- 
ity with her, and of Captain Gawler, for having 
refufed to withdraw his name from the Society for 
Conftitutional Information, to which fome of the 
firft charafters of the nation belonged. Thefe dif- 
ferent circumftances befpeak their own tendency, 
and (hew the extent of the fpirit which produced 
them. He queftioned not the prerogative of the 
Crown to difmifs any oflicer from tl^e army ; but 
thought that the exercife of it applied to fuch pur- 
pofes became an object: worthy of the con(ideration 
of that Houfe. 
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CONTENTS. 

Marei*s fecond mijfton from ikfi Executive Power of 
France ftill rejeSIed-r^Spain's treaty . of neutrcdity 
with France — Carter a b'lllfiicker condemned to fix 
months Imprifonment — Crichion a tallow-chandler^ 
for uttering fcditious words in liquar — Mefprs. 
Erjkine and Pigott removed^ and Mejfrs* Graham 
and Anflruther made Attorney and Solicitor Generai 
to the Prince of Wales — Death of the King of France 
^'^Difmifal of the Ambaffador^ and other meafures 
taken thereupon-r^Exertions in Ireland to reform the 
reprefentation of the people in Parliament — The Aj 
ciation of the Friends of the Con/iitutiony LiSei 
and PeacCy under the Duke of Leinfter — Bifhop 
St. David's Sermon-T-RefleSions thereupon. 

X EW domeftic occurrences of this month are of 
any particular importance to the general purport of 
this Hiftory. The Parliament proceeded in pafling 
the Alien and the Aflignat Bills. M. Maret, who 
bad returned again from France with enlarged pow- 
ers of negociating for peace, had feveral conferences 
with our Minifters, who ftill rofe in their tone of dif- 
dainful rejeftion. The example of Spain, which 
had in the preceding month entered into a treaty of 
neutrality with the Executive Power of France, was 
3 ftrongly 
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ftroil^^urgiftas a precedent for our negociatlog 
without hun^Dling oqrfclves in the eyes of Europe. 
;, ^The Spanifli negociation was fo emphatically the in»* 
mediate aft of the Crown, that it was aftualiy com- 
menced under the admjniftration of the Count d*A- 
rafida, and. completed under that of the Duke d'Al^ 
cudia. All however was iu vain : it was our inevi- 
table fate to be plunged into the miferies and difgrace 
of this myfterious and ruinous confederacy. Marel 
returned to France under the mortification of having 
failed alfo in this fecond miflion to the Britiih Cabi<^ 
^ net. Lord Loughborough, who in all the late de** 
bates upon tte relative Situations of Great Britain 
and France, had been prominently zealous in fup- 
porting the meafures propofed by Miniftears, was ho- 
noured with the Gr^at Sfl^s of England, and called 
to fucceed Lord Thurlow on the wooifack. 

As (he Minider had been either unable pr unwiU 
ling to make an example of any perfon who had been 
guilty of thofe afts of riot and infurredion which 
bad induced the neceffity of drawing out the militia, 
they found that the prefent affeftion of the pub- 
^ ^ Uc mind could not be kept up without the moft ex* 
".*', emplary and rigorous puniihment of future delin* 
^ quents. The firft unfortunate vidim of this rege- 
nerated feverity, which had difappeared with the me^* 
morable Jeffries in the laft century, was one Carter^ 
who was indi£ted and found guilty of having unlaw- 
fully publiftied a fcaudalous and feditious libel, in* 
tituled " An Addrefs from the London Cprrefpoad- 
" iqg Society to the other Societies in Great Britain, 
^* united for the Purpofe of obtaining a Reform in 
^^ Parliament.'* The addrefs was an anfwer to that 
of Mr. Reeves's Aflbciation : and this wretdied £///- 
Jlicker was fentenced to fix months imprifonment 
for having palled up the addrefs at the corner of St. 
Giles. — ^I'he next example was Daniel Crichton for 
ottering treafonable words againfl the King : be was 
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proved to have faid, that he would havlhio King h^re^ 
they had no King in Scotland : and the fame tvio wit- 
nefles who proved the uttering of the words, proved 
dlfo the intoxication of the man who uttered them : 
he had come up the night before from Scotland^to 
be bounden apprentice to a tallow chandler: ho- 
nourable teftimony was made in court by a refpefta- 
ble clergyman of his general good. char after, and he 
himfelf exprefled the mod fincere compunftion for 
having in an unguarded moment of intoxication ut- 
tered words, which in his fu^l refleftion he would 
not ever have fpoken : he was fentenced however to 
three niontlis imprifonnient. The punifhment of fuch 
low and infignlficant individuals would fcarcely fup- 
port the fyftem of criminating every wifli for a par- 
liamentary reform. Confidence was to be with- 
drawn from men of brilliant talents and. tried patri- 
otifm, whofe ^eal for the perfection of' the G©nfti* 
tution prevented them from abandoning everi the 
hopes of correfting its few defefts. Mr. Erfkine 
Nand Mr. Pigott were removed from the honourable 
appointments of Attorney and Solicitor General to 
his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales: and 
Meffrs. Qrahani and Anftrather were appointed iq 
their lieu. 

The confined plan of this Hiftory will not allow 
me to enter into a minute detail of the melancholy 
execution of the unfortunate King of France. The 
queflion for his execution was carried in the Conven- 
tion only by a majority of five votes. In his death, 
which happened on the a i ft of the month, he (hew- 
ed an example of the inbft heroic fortitude and 
Chriftian fubmiffion to his unjuft fentence; Blood- 
thirfty and cruel as was^ the c6ndu£t of the regicide 
party to .this amiable and virtuous monarch, it is 
ttiuch doubted whether they would have had the 
t)oldnefs to attempt or the power to carry fo unjuft 
/ and 
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and bloody a defign into execution, if they had 
not been enabled to pave the way for it under 
the pretext of feciiring their country from the . 
imprudent and inhuman menaces of the Duke 
of Brunfwick. Some hopes were entertained that 
Dumourier, who was at this time at Paris, would 
have profited or hiS influence with the people to 
have attempted a refcue of the injured monarch. 
No fliew appeared of fuch an attempt. Twenty . 
thoufand men were under arms : and the Shocking 
fcene was clofed in the mod awful fear and filence. 
I Upon the melancholy report reaching this country, 
the Court was immediately ordered into mourning 
for his late mod Chriftian Majefty, M. Chauvelin 
was by an order of the King in Council direfted to 
depart this realm on or before the ift of February: 
and a meflage was fent by his majefty to both Houfes 
of Parliament, direding the correfpondence be- 
tween M. Chauvelin and the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, together with the order of Council 
in confequence of the atrocious ad lately committed 
at Paris, to be laid before them ; and intimating 
ihat his Majefty in. the prefent fiiuation of affairs 
thought it indifpenfably neceffary to make a further 
augmentation to his forces by fea and land, for main- 
taining the fecurities and rights of his own domini- 
ons, for fuppoiiing his allies, and for oppofing the 
views of aggrandizement and ambition on the part 
of France, which would be at all times dangerous 
to the general intercfts of Europe, but are peculiarly 
fo when conneded with the propagation of prin- 
ciples which lead to the violation of the moft facred 
duties, and are utterly fubverfive of the peace and 
order of all civil fociety. 

Whatever may be the impreffions upon the paf- 
fions or minds ot men in the awful moment of great, 
wonderful and terrific events ; they are in their na- 
ture tranfient and momeniary, as were the caufes 

which 
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ivhich produced them. They may indicate the dif- 
pofitions of the pcrfons affected : but they can afford 
no ground for engrafting upon them any meafures 
intended to be general and permanent. Truth and 
reafon, which are ever confiftcnc and invariable, 
can alone fupport and jullify either the alteration or 
execution of laws which were founded in their bafis. 
True it is, that the kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Ireland are feparate and independent of each other : 
they have feparate legiflatures and feparate laws : 
but they have an union of interefts, an union of 
affeftion, an union of allegiance to the fame Sove- ^ 
reign : they know but one fpirit, one principle, one 
form of Conftitution. Great Britain and Ireland 2je 
convertible terms. Difloyalty, fedition and treafon are 
inapplicable to one if the^ be not applicable to both : 
the nature of the crime is common to both : the plus 
or the minus in the offence to the Sovereign may be 
determined by peculiarity of circumftances, not by 
variety of foils. Let us then firfl in one kingdom 
contemplate the BritiQi Legiflature impervious to 
every application for a reform of Parliament ; let 
us view the Government of Great Britain profecut- 
ing for fedition every man who fpeaks or writes or 
publifhes his own or other's thoughts in favour of 
fuch reform; let us view the multifarious Clubs 
and Aflbciations regularly eftablifhed through the 
kingdom of Great Britaio^ under the fanflion of 
Government, to preferve us againft the horrid at- 
tempts of daring and feditious men, who^ under the 
fpecious prstcnce of reformation^ wifh tofulrcert the 
Conftiiution and Government of the Country : then let 
us turn our eyes to Ireland. 

Here we fee a regular delegation deputed from 
three fourths of a people aggrieved by being depriv. 
ed (amongrt other rights) of that of voting for mem. 
bers of parliament (^though difcountenanced and op- 
pofed by moH: of the men in power of that kingdom)^ 

laying 
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laying befdre their Sovereign in refpeftful confi. 
dcnce the fum of their grievances, and gracioufly re-^ 
ceived by the common father of his people *. Here 
we admire the tender anxiety of a t^uly patriot King 
recommending to that very parliament to take into 
their ferious confideration the cafe of his Roman 
Catholic fubjeSs, whofe petition they had^#the year 
before refufed to receive. Here we behold a virtu- 
ous affociation of true patriots headed by the firft 
noblemen of the kingdom, combining their joint 
efforts to bring about a reform in the popular repre- 
iftitation in parliament, entering into this amongft 
other refolutions: " that the reprefentative part of 
** our legi/laiure is not derived from the people by the 
** free and general ele^ion which the fundamental prin*^ 
** ciples of our Conftitution require^ and theftat^e and 
" condition of this nation would warre^ntJ' | Here 
we behold the Houfe of Commons refolving itfelf 
into a committee to examine into the ftate of the re'* 
prefentaiion of the people in parliament . Are we hence 

* On the 2d of January the Delegates from the Catholic 
Body of Ireland were introduced by Mr. Dundas at St. James's, 
and they prefcntcd their addrefs, which was gracioufly received : 
they were MefiVs. Byrne, Keogh, Devrcux, Bdlew, and Sir 
Thomas French, 

f This refpe6lab!e meeting, at which the Duke of Leiniler 
preCdcd, was called the Affociation of the Friends of the Con- 
ftimtion, I-iberty and Peace. The laft of their refolutions was, 
that every perfon becoming a member fhould fubfcribe the fol- 
lowing Declaration : " I folemnly proraife and declare, that I 
♦* will, by all lawful means, promote a radical and cffedual rc- 
** form in the reprefentation of the people in Parliament, includ- 
•* ing perfons of all religious perfuafions : And that I will un- 
** ceafingly purfue that object, until it (hall have been unequivo- 
** cally obtained : And lerioufly apprehending the dangerous 
** confequences of certain levelling tenets and feditious princi- 
** pics, which have lately been difTeminated, I do further declare, 
** that I will refift all attempts to introduce any new form of 
*■' Government into this Country, or in any manner to invert or 
** impair our Conftitution confiiliug of King, Lords, and Com- 
^* mona," 

X then 
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then to conclude that the wifhes, efforts and at-« 
tempts of Britons to improve by a temperate reform 
the reprefentation of the people in parliament arc 
feditious and treafonable; and that the Govereign 
and Parliament in Ireland countenance, fupport and 
encourage thefe very afts of fediiion and treafon ? 
r The melancholy, fimilarity of circumftances be- 
tween the recent execution of the French monarch 
and that of our fitft Charles, whofe martyrdom is 
commemorated on the 30th day of January, feeraed 
naturally to excite the public expeSation of fome 
tnore than ordinary exertion from the pulpit on this 
folcmnity, revived as it was by the frefli application 
of fuch appropriate matter. Dodor Horfley the 
Bifliop of St. David's was chofen to preach this an- 
pual fermon : and upon the motion of the Arch bifliop 
of Canterbury he was thanked for it by the Houfe 
of Lords, and defired to print it for the inftruftion 
and edification of the public. But in the Houfe of 
Commons Mr. Sheridan, in his fpeech upon the re- 
ported fedition of the country, took an occafion of 
exprefling a very different opinion of this difcourfe 
of the learned prelate : " It opened,'* he faid, 
** with comments upon the vanity of political dif- 
^ quifitions altogether, and concluded with an ana- 
*^ thema on thofe who did not agree with him in 
** political opinion, reviving all the flavery of paffive 
" obedience and non-refi fiance.*' At a time when 
Government was by proclamations and every other 
exertion of power forcing upon the nation the belief 
that the Conftitution was in danger, the charge of 
reviving the dangerous and unconftitutional doc- 
trines of paffive obedience and non-rejtjiance became 
really ferious. At the beginning of the prcfeni 
century the maintenance of thefe dodtrines from the 
pulpit had brought on the trial of Dr. Sacheyerell ; 
whofe impeachment, as Mr. Burke (ays, * ** waj 

• Appeal, p. 5j. 
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** undertaken and carried on for the expreft pur- 
** pofe of Hating the true grounds and principles of 
^* the Revolution, which the Commons empba- 
*' tically called their foundation.*' It is well known 
that he was found guilty upon the articles of im- 
peachment by what Mr. Burke calls a Jieady and 

prevalent majority of Whig Peers. * " The foleran 

^ •* judgment of the Houfe of Peers againft Dr. Sa- 
** chevereli muft in my opinion make it abfolutely 

. ** unlawful for any Britifli fubjeft in future openly 
'* to deny or difapprove of the Revolution princi- 

^* pks, or publicly to maintain thofe, which are 
*^ commonly called the tory principles.'* As thefe 
articles exhibited againft Dr. Sacheverell are become 
the legal left of tory principles, I feel a peculiar call 
of duty f to enable my readers to form their own 

judgment 

* Jura Ang. 185. 

f Little did the^uthor expert, and ftill lefs did he d^rferve the 
honoiirable mention which this refpeftable and learned prelate has 
made of him in the appendix to this fcrmon. The merit of in- 
tention in writing his jfura Anglorum^ and the aim at candour in 
treating every fubjefl which concerns the church eftablifhment, 
which bis Lordlhip has To kindly allowed him, he particularly 
wi(hes to avail himfelf of on this and on every future occalion 
that may call him before the public. It would be an abandon- 
ment of both, not to warn the public of the dangers to which 
he fees the nation expofed from the revival of Toryifm, and not 
to remark^ that the zeal of the reverend prelate for that part of 
the Conftitution which had been openly and rudely affailed, had 
led him into a dangerous excefs of unconditutional dodrines in 
fupport of it. The learned prelate will allow, that fince the au- 
thor has, in the work ^which his Lordfhip has condefcended to 
commend, faid, (p. 472.) " i^^t pqffive obedience and non-re/tfl' 
** ance CQuld never by poflibility have been applicable to or prac- 
** ticable in the Englifh Government;" his apprehenfions and, 
alarms of an intended change in that Government were not 
groundlefs, when he found thefe very dodrinea enforced from 
the pulpit by a pcrfon commanding moft defervedly the efteem 
and veneration of the Nation, 

The immediate rcafon of the author's work havlog been no- 
ticed by this learned prelate, was the infertion of a quotation 

X 2 from 
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judgment upon the political doftrines delivered by 
the learned prelate in this difcourfe. This cannot 

be 

from Calvin, cited from Phitanax AngUcus. The quotation 
from Calvin appears to the Reverend Prelate to have been mifre- 
prefented by mutilation: and he enters into a full and elaborate 
fchoHum upon the words of Calvin, to (hew tl>at they import 00 
dodrine, principles nor fentiments againft royalty : and he fays 
very jufll^ that the author will not be difpleaftd^ that the memory 
of a great man Jhould he vindicated from an unfounded accufaiion. 
No injvflice of intention ^ nothing worfe than a Terj pardonable mijlake 
is imputed to him. The author holds hirofelf equally refponfibte 
for the quotations which he adopts from others, as for the affer- 
tions he makes himfclL But circumllanced aa he was, he felt it 
to be a more delicate mode of conveying certain truths to the 
public by the mouths of othei*s than by his own. He thought 
that he cJciuld more delicately tell the public that the doftrines of 
divii^e right, pafftve obedienu and non-refiflaiicej had been the 
received proteftant do6tu'ne of the Church of England in the 
words of the Bifhop of Worcefler, than in thofe of a private in- 
dividual who was not a member of that church : and that " the 
" authority of thofe venejable . men from whom it was derived, 
" gave it a firm and lafting hold in the minds of the clergy : and 
" being thought to receive a countenance from the general 
** terms in which obedience to the civil mag»flrate is ordained in 
" fcripture, it has countenanced in our days, and it may be feared 
«* fliil continue to perplex and miflead the judgment of too many 
«< amongll us." (p. 134.) For thefe reafons the author dealt 
more largely in quotations throughout that work than he could 
odierwifc have reconciled either to his inclination or judgment. 

The words of Calvin which were quoted, as applied by Phila' 
nax j^nglicus, are, jihdicant eriim fe potefiate torrent principes dum 
infurgunt contra Deum : immo indigni jimt qui cenfeantur in hominum 
nunfero : potius ergo confpuere oportet in illorum capita quam Us 
parere uhi ftc proterviunt^ ut velint fpoTtare Deum fuo jure*** The 
learned prelate undei takes to prove that Calvin meant no more 
by thefe words, than that God was to be obeyed before man. 
They evtr did convey to the Tinderft^nding of the author, aa 
they dill do, an indecent and irreverend idea of Royal Power; 
uitcred by an overheated republican, with the exprefs view of in- 
fliliing into his foHowers a contempt and difguft of Kingly Power. 
They appeared to him falfe and dangerous, becaufe they generally- 
made the Soveieigns* offence to God, the immediate aft of abdi- 
cation of his own authority over his fubjefts ; thus converting 
fubjcAs into judges of their King's confciences, and arbiters of 

^ their 
I 
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ht better effefted, than by comparing them with 
fhofe of Dr. SacheverelPs fermon in the year 1709. 

their own obligation to obey bim. The author emphatically re- 
probated thefe principles as inapplicable to the Brittfh Conftito- 
ti'on ; however congenial they nnight be found with thofc of the 

'Republic of Geneva or of modern France. The author cannot 
apply the do6^rine to the poflibic repetition of the circnmftancc 
at this day in this country. Ifiie may without offence or in- 
delicacy hypothetically date an order from a Xing of Great 
Britain to an individual to worfhip an idol, which was the cafe 

* of Daniel, the conclufion of the author would be, that he affected 

'a power he could not poffefs, in commanding a finful a£l: but 
sot that in fo doing he abdicated any pov>er ht before enjoyed. 
He could by no means jiidify th€ perfonal infult to the Sove- 
reign, on account of the moral obligation of the fubje£^ in fuch 
cafe to refill the finful order. Ahdkare fe potejlate^ according to 
the author's conception, is the a6l of abdicating a power whicli 
is pofieffed by the abdicating perfon : now no Sovereign could 
have had a power to command an offence to God : and what he 

. never had he could not abdicate, as is evident. The author can* 
not therefore underftand by thefe words of Calvin, a mere fpiri- 
tual exhortation to' his difciples to prefer their duty to God be- 
fore the unlawful commands of man. The abdication and non- 

' enjoyment of a power are widely different. The author allows 
to every defcription of perfons, who fyftematically follow the 
doArines of any man, the fuperior advantage of rightly undcr- 
flandlng their genuine fpirit : he defends not his interpretation 
of Calvin's words, but merely declares, that the manner in whicli 
he underHood them, was the reafon why he introduced them as 
relevant to the fubjcA he was then treating. 



The firft Article of the 
Impeachment againft 
Dr. Sacheverell was^ 

« That he the faid 

" Henry Sacheverell 

"in his faid fermon 

" preached at St. Paul's 

" doth 



Paffages from the Bijhop 
of St. Davids^ Set* 



mon. 



God to his own fe- 

cret purpofe dire£|| the 

worft adions of tyrants 

no lefs than the beft oi^ 

godly 
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«« doth fuggeft and main- 
" tain, that the neceflary 
*^ means ufed to bring 
'* about the faid happy 
** Revolution were odi- 
^' ous and unjuftifiable : 
" that his late Majefty 
** in his declaration dii- 
*« claimed the lead im- 
♦* putation of refiftance : 
" and that to impute 
" refifiante to the faid 
^ Revolution, is to caft 
** black and odious co- 
*' lours upon the faid 
« Revolution/' The 
** fourth and laft article 
** ends thus : " And that 
*' his faid malicious and 
*' fediiious fuggeftions 
** may make the ftrong- 
*« er impreffion upon the 
" minds of his Majef- 
." ty*s fubjeds, he the 
** faid Henry Sacheve- 
" rell doth wickedly 
" wreft and pervert di-, 
'' vers texts and paffages 
" of Holy Scriptures." 



godly princes. Man'g 
abufe therefore bf his 
delegated authority is to 
be borne by refignation, 
like any other of God's 
judgments. The oppo- 
fition of the individual 
to the Sovereign Power 
is an oppofition to God's 
providential arrange- 
ments. In G overnments 
which are the word ad- 
miniftered, the Sove- 
reign Power, for the moft 
part^ is a terror not to 
good works, but to the 
evil, and upon the whole 
fer more beneficial than 
detrimental to the fub- 
jedl. But this general 
good of Government 
cannot be fecured upon 
any other terms than the 
fubmijjion (f the individu^ 
al to what may be called 
its extraordinary eviis 
(p. 17). St. Paul repre- 
sents the earthly Sove- 
reign as the vice-gerent 
of God, accountable for 
mifcondufl to his heavenly 
tnafter^ but entitled to 
obedience from- the fub- 
jeft. 
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France declares war againft England and Holland-^ 
Our njiews in going to war not avowed — The Na^ 
tional Convention announces their reafem for declare 
ing war-^King^s mejfage to both Houfes-^Debates 
on the addrejfes^ moved thereupon-^^Mr. Fox's mom 
tion upon the grounds of the war-^Dwnourier enters 
^Holland-^Breda arid other towns beJieged-^Tw$ 
thoufand Englijh guards fail for Holland: and 
twekpe thoufand Hanoverian troops fent thither i$ 
be under the command of the Duke of Tork — War* 
like preparations general throughout the empire-^ 
Four fenfible regiments in Scotland refolved upon in* 

* Jiead of a militia — A militia propofed and adopted 
in Ireland of Jixteen thoufand men — Five tboufai^ 
men voted to augment the forces of that Kingdom-^ 
Mr. Grattan's caution to Minijlers upon this aug* 
mentation of forces. 
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T is the ufual reply to all complaints againft 
the ruinous war, in which we are fatally involved, 
that it is defenfive^ and therefore unavoidable oa 
the part of Great Britain. True it is, that the firft 
aftual and exprefs declaration of hoftilities pro- 
ceeded from the French Republic^ when on tfie 
lecond of the month the Convention decreed, that 
on account of the multiplied acls of hoftility. and 
aggreffion (which were detailed in the Convention) 

the 



the French Republic was from that time at war with 
the King of England and the Stadtholder of the 
United Provinces. This open and manly conduft 
of the republic was certainly more honourable and 
juft than the fyftem of intended infults and unavow- 
ed aggreffions with which this country provoked 
France to the neceffity of declaring hoftilities. It is 
a humiliating circumftance for Great Britain to be 
outdone in candour by any nation : peculiarly fo 
by the French in their prefent fituation. It is be- 
neath the fpirit and principle of a Briton firfl: to pro- 
voke and then to affume the merit of being forced 
to the combat by acceptance of the challenge. The 
mean attempt could never have been made, but to 
diffemble truth or cover infamy. If the principles 
and views of the confederated powers, which we 
have' roalefced to forward, will ftand the teft of ha- 
neft^ Aveftigation, why not difclofe them to the na- 
tion that rifks its welfare in their fupport ? Govern- 
ment to this hour either knows them not, or dares 
not avow them. The late proclamation of his Ma- 
jefty publiihed at Toulon, which exprefles a hope 
that the other powers have the fame moderate views 
in their exertions againft France, which he has, be- 
fpeaks the ignorance or them on one hand ; and on 
the other, the aftual confederacy in a war of fuch 
magnitude forbids the furmife of its being hazarded 
upon unknown principles and with uncertain^ views. 
It is notorious that Auftria and Pruffia in making war 
againft France whilft-it had a Conftitution muft have 
had diflferent views, than when they declared that 
their intention was to reeftablifh royalty upon the 
principles of that very Conftitution, This policy of 
forcing France into the declaration of hoftilities was 
only for the infidious purpofe of avoiding a declara* 
tion of the principles upon which we entered into the 
war: a purpofe as difhonourable to our enemy a§ 
diihoneft to ourfelves. But it has been the late fata- 
lity 



Ihy of our countrymen to be feduced by dodrines 
and opinions which they cannot defend, and whiph 
they blufli to avow. Mr. Burke has been explicit 
in detailing the principles, views and motives of this 
war. He complained indeed in the debate of the 
1 2th inftant upon the war, that the progrefs of his 
opinions had been too flow upon the Nation ; though 
now the full blown mifchief had effectually alarmed 
them into their full adoption. * " Thefe madmen 
** to be cured muft firft like other madmen be fub- 
*' dued. Never fhall I think any country in Eu- 
** rope to be fecure, whilft there is eftablifhed in the 
** very centre of it, a ftate (if fo it may be called) 
** founded upon principles of anarchy, and which 
** is in reality a college of armed fanatics, for the 
** propagation of the principles of aflaffination, rob- 
*' bery, rebellion, fraud, fadion, oppreffion and 
*^ impiety/' If however the fword be drawn to 
fubdue thefe madmen, to corred their morak^ and 
to prevent the infedion of their principles, the na- 
tion had furejy a right to know the end to be attained 
by this vaftexpenfe of their blood and treafure: they 
were entitled to examine the grounds of this extra- 
ordinary million, to cure difeafes, corred vice and 
ftem immorality by the dint of the fword. This is a 
fpirit of chivalry very coftly and very precarious ; a 
crufade to he warily preached up and encouraged. 
Are then the madnefs, the anarchy, the-vices of the 
French, a reafon why Great Britain is to facrifice 
Jier peace, treafure, blood and profperity? Is their 
cure or corredion to terminate the war ? I blufli 
however to contraft the manly and fyftematic con- 
duft of thefe very madmen with our own. 

They publiflied a declaration, that the King of 
England had withdrawn his ambaflador from France, 
and refufed to acknowledge the ambaflador of their 

• iLetter, 191 20. 
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lld^i^Uic; ti>at tha Brhifli CioyefnmeDl had ob- 
jftpoded tke ^upct^afeof corn, arms and mevchandi^ 
madje by Fvenck cttraeas and ageBts of tl^a R^u}>iic^ 
aad )aid ^& embargo on veifels- bound fev I^ance, 
probibked the eirculatkm of afflgnaH, fubje^led 
Fi'eHch cuizeii& to inquifitioiial; T^x^tion^, and r«- 
fojfed them pefidence m Engtand m violaiio» of tbe 
treaty ef commerce : that England had greatly ish 
chafed its forces by lainl a^d f«a whiJA at peace with 
every power in Europe, and boafted in parl^iament 
that Fraoce was the hoftil^e ob)e£t of its armameRts : 
t'hat the firitifh MiniAere had uniformly returned 
jtherr propofal^ and offers oi peace with hau^Kt4nefis, 
idi-fdain and arrogance: that they had fent a £{ua- 
dfpon into the Schekt to interrupt theiir wavlike ope- 
^-ations m the Ketherkinds : (hat the King of Ejig- 
fend had concluded a treaty with Auftriaand Pruma 
theif enen^ks, fo recently as in* the laft moi^th of 
Jafihu^ryj and had drawn into the teague- againft their 
Republic the S*ad(hotder of the IMted States^ who 
had fince tafce» fimilar pi»qpara(»©ry fte|« fop hoftUi- 
la'€& againft them* } tha4> they are neceiS^ated te> Ib^k 
upon thefe a^s o^ the Briti^ C^wt and of Hollafid^, 
as a£^ of hoAilky aod equiv^ent to a d^GtaKatioo> of 
war. It is to be tam^nted^ that England* has not 
been equally e:!3;pKci« in avowirig aad d^daringjh^ 
yeafons- and motives fop the aSts* of aggralioB 
with winch the French Republic fo publicly chaige 
her. 

The whole fyftem oF aggrefflon' and^ defence, and 
^he detail of the reaibns^ principlea, views^ niotives| 
and end^ of the war were fu4iy emered ir^to by botlf 
Houfe? of Parliament, in the debate upon the fame 
day on which h^e Afejeily's mei&ge coficerniji^ the 
wai» was delivered by Lord ©renvillte to the Loi^ 
and by M^r . Pi^t to the CpinmonSi Simitar- ainend^ 
pents were propofed in both Houfes, to the ad- 
^reflfes moved lor to the Oownupon the meflage. 
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Hiete iirithdihfe^tsj Wcht td fexprefi i cotihi ^ 
operation of the tefpeiftite Hbtifes in profecutittf 
St jtiA knd ttcteflaty \^ar, itt order to proetare i, fkft 
attd hbtioUrable pfeatt ; bui *hich ^lould inifiort wi 
applrobatloh ti6t faliQ:ioti to miniftcrs for fe^vitig 
thtoiigh theit imptudeticfe ot obHinaty iilvol'^feil Ihg 
country iti a war, froiti which it might be 6ow l^ 
lali^ to eittlcatiS it, bthetwife than by thb filccdfe of 
their arms or the bafeft t^f ctjnceffiofts. The chief fap- 
portcrs of thefe amendments in the Lord^ Were tftg 
Matquis of Lanfdowne and the Earls df Liuderddtg 
^ftttd Stanhdpe ; iti the Commons Meffrs. FoXj Shi- 
tidan and fome few others, whom Mr. Butfce talitit-t 
itigly oh this otcafion termed the dwindled phalanx ^ 
fef Oppofition. Here wa^ agaiti an accumulation of 
triumph to Mr. Burke in the fure and gfehfefai 
(though ^dcorditig to him but to6 flow) bp<^i-atib« 
of hisf grtat lelToris : betaufe, in wenis likt ibeps 
oUr pajfions inftYuB our reafr)n. The Setvarits of \hk 
Crown Very fuccefsfully excited the feelings bf iht 
members ^gdilift the French ^s a horde of aitaffifii, 
thieves and regicides^ then eafily difcolout-ed everjr 
meaiiite that had beeti adopted by thetai Of allthe 
teafofis reported to their Convention for their decla- 
tation of hollilitieS, otie orily was pdfitively defii^dj^ 
Which Was the conclufion of a treaty with the Eth* 
perof in the month of Januaty. Thfe ptodtiftioft 
nowever of the papers concerning it, wheii called fot 
by Lord Lauderdale, Was refufed. The Mimftetgr 
admitted a negotiation for a genei-al armed combinir- 
lioli againft France, but difavowed afiy view or in- 
tention of interfering ^ith her internal affaits, or of 

* Mr. ShetMan, in hrt reply to Mr. B«rk^, obferved thrf! k 
;*ad but htely that the Right Hofjourablc Oentknran faal be- 
,ftowed this appelfation upon the Oppoiition j he however gloric4 
in it, lor the term implied a body of men compact in its formatipa 
and adlfng with union and vigour. 

f JkefttftioM, p. 119. 
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impofing upon her any particular form of. Govern- 
ment. They reprefented feveral afl:s of the French ' 
Government as aggreflions on their part ; and in- 
filled particularly, that their decree oi fraterniza- 
tion^ their entry of the Scheld, and conqtiefts in 
Brabant, Savoy and Germany were each a fuffi- 
cient ground for declaring war againft them. 
They admitted that even after Chauvelin had 
been ordered away, Maret had returned with frefti 
propofals for enfuring peace ; but that he had not 
been accredited nor his propofals received : yet they 
aflumed the merit of more patience, indulgence and 
experiment in their efforts to avert the war, than 
the juftice of the cafe or the importance of the crifis 
would perhaps juftify. Refufing to accredit any 
Envoy from the exifting Government of France, 
with whom they, poflibly could treat, they boafted of 
a fpecial commiflion fent over to Lord Auckland to 
negociate for peace with Dumourier, who had re- 
ceived his command of the French armies from that 
very Provifional Executive Council to which they 
denied the power of deputing an accredited Envoy. 
Appeal was on the other fide made to the no- 
toriety of fafls and the undeniable conclufions from 
avowed principles. The recall of our Ambaffador 
from Paris was ftated as a declaration of hoftilities 
within the exprefs meaning of the fecond article of 
the treaty ot commerce: that the ^prohibiting the 
exportation of corn to France, when other foreign 
markets were open, and the Alien Bill, were fpecific 
violations of the fame treaty : the difgraceful expul- 
fion of the French Ambaffador was an open declara- 
tion of hoftilities. The quSftion was forcibly put 
by Lord Lanfdowne, *' Who are the aggreffors?— 
** They who kept a Minifter, or they who difmiffed 
*• him ; they who offered to explain, or they who re- 
'* fufed to hear ; they who offered to go on and trade 
" in amity, or they who prohibited the exportation 
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" of grain to thim, whilft open to all the reft of the 
*^ world ?" * By this war we were making a com* 
. mon caufe with Auftria and Pruffia, who had never 
hitherto avowed their viewa and principles, and we 
might perhaps be drawn in to join with them againft 
the will of the Nation, to impofe a Government 
upon France, a purpofe which we had (lill the grace 
formally to difavow. Minifters had caufed or per- 
mitted the alarms and paifions of the Nation to be 
raifed and inflamed. They have committed us in a 
warj and they dare not avow the caufes of it, nor 
tell us on what terms peace might have been pre- 
ferved, or may hereafter be procured. The event 
of the lad campaign and the example of the Ame- 
rican war w^fe ferious memento's to Minifters, that 
we may be compelled to make peace on terms lefs 
advantageous than could have been obtained without 
unflieathing the fword. All thofe who fpoke for the 
amendment ^to the addrefs, uniformly exprefled their 
earneftnefs in carrying on the war vigoroufly, whilft 
we were unfortunately involved in it ; but perfifted 
that they could not in truth and juftice join in an 
addrefs which aflerted it to be an unprovoked aggref- 
fion on the part of France. 

Mr. Fox and his friends were refolved to make 
one more eflFort to afford their country an unequivo- 
cal proof of their patriotifm, in difcountenancing 
the neceflity of the war : he accordingly propofed a 
ftring of refolutions, that tended fairly to difcrimi- 
nate the grounds of the war, which the Minifters 
avowed, from thofe which they difavowed ; in order 
that the nation might at all times know how near they 
approached to the end, which was propofed by the 
war, and when the propriety or exigency might arife 
of making either a feparate or a general peace. Mr. 
Fox candidly alledged that his objeft for making 
thefe motions was to procure a declaration of the 
precife grounds upon which Gentlemen had voted 

for 
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Ibrttietvati fot ftom many circumfta6eeS he ii^ii 
induced ^o believe, that the real objeSs of biir Ml- 
nifters in going to war were thofe which they dif* 
claimed ; and that tho/e which they avowed were only 
pretexts. Since however none of the refoluiion^ 
went to the merits, but only to a manifeftation of 
the reafons and grounds of the war, the fame objec- 
tions did not feem to lie againft them, as might be 
raifed againft a motion of cenfure or difapprobation 
of the meafure. The motion however produced a 
very heated debate, left interefling than any of the 
former debates upon the fubjeft, by the repetition of 
old arguments ; but fuper-abounding with Inveftive 
and malevolent infinuation. The Houfe divided 
upon the motion forty-four for, and two hundred 
and twenty-fix againft It, The war being now irre- 
trievably entered into, and Dumourier having failed 
in all his efforts to negociate for peace, entered Hol- 
land with his viftorious troops, and foon reduced 
Breda to a capitulation : Klundert, Williamftadt and 
Maeftricht were befieged : and Bergen-op-Zoom, 
Tholem and Steenberg were blockaded at the fame 
time. Two thoufand Britifh guards were fent over 
to Holland under the* command of the Duke of 
York: and a body of twelve thoufand Hanoverians 
were ordered to march immediately tov^ards Hol- 
land to be under his Royal Highnefs's command. 

Warlike preparations were forwarded throughout 
every part of the empire. In Scotland Mr. Dundas 
had propofed to eftablifh a militia : but the plan was 
abandoned, and four regiments of fencibles virere 
refolved upon in lieu of it. Lord Hilljfeorough 
moved in the Houfe of Commons in Ireland for leave 
to bring in a Bill to eftablifii a militia of Axteeh 
thoufand men : and on the fame day the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer moved to raife an add'ftional force 
of five thoufand men : both motions were agreed tcr. 
But upon tlie latter Mr. Grattatt wifbed to kftdw 
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I>tecifely the purpofe of this augmentation : whether 
to affift Great Britain in the French war, or to guard 
^gainft the danger of domeftic infurredHon : he ob- 
ferved that with this augmentation of the army and 
the eftablifliment of the militia the Irifh forces would 
amount to thirty-three thoufend men, a force un- 
precedented in that kingdom. He added that it 
was in reliance upon the candour of that Houfe that 
they would give every nec^ry i-edrefs to the com- 
plaints of the people, that he agreed to the aug- 
mentation. He warned them againfl: the fallacious 
hope, that tljje force which they now received would 
enable them to defpife or rejecl the wiflies and voice 
.of the people. Ireland would never be more coerced 
by force.. 

Of all the poweis that coalefced againft France, 
Rir&a feeiss to have beesr the moit pohtic and 
jtefiacd. She engaged to fupply large fubficfies, 
ten bSL of the Ime, and' whaiiever troof s ftould be 
wanted ta ftifport the eaufe.. It is believed that 
fl^ fefit feme pecuniary relirf to the Freiwrh Ptmces. 
Sbis^ ceitatnly p^id marked honours to the Count 
of Artoid whil& m Ruffia, aad fent hkn in a fri- 
gate to joia his brother and the other emigrants in 
Germany. The ftips^ have not as yef appeared 
in our feasi, and her men have beea latefy fanown 
to) matcli to no other coun^try, than to fubdue and 
to enflave the unfortunate Pbfes. And yet with- 
la her territories, fee has been more rigoroufly 
ievere in guarding againft the propagation of the 
French principles than any fovereign in Europe. 
On the 8th of this month fbe fent off the French 
amftafl&dlor, banifhed' every French, man and woman 
from ber^ ftate« who refufed upon oath to renounce 
rile prcfent power of Government in France, and* 
prohibited the importation of French books, jour-^ 
aali^ and? newi^apers inter any part of the RuiSan 
i^mpifc. 

CHAP. 
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H E fpirit of efpionage and information firft 
engendered by the proclamation, fince openly fof- 
tered by Mr. Reeves's aflbciation, and certainly not 
difcountenanced by Government, had now grown 
into fuch ftrength as to produce confequences of Jthc 
mod alarming nature* The agitated minds of th(^. 

public 
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public were daily more and more inflamed by the 
moft terrifying accounts of domeftic infurreftioris 
and de^p-laid plans to deftroy the Conftitution, 
The dwindled Phalanx of Oppofition was fo openly, 
fo grofsly and fo confidently abufed and calumniat- 
ed, that to many tt^eir very names were fynony- 
mous with the term of traitor and enemy : even in 
the very houfes of parliament, prejudices, alarms 
and fears had operated upon many a conviction, 
that to difapprove of the war againft France was 
treafon to England, that to examine or enquire into 
the grounds of public meafures had almoft ceafed 
to be the conflitutional duty of a Senator, and to 
divide with Oppofition was but little fliort of rally- 
ing under the flandard of fedition and rebellion. 
Any fcheme againfl the State, in which fuch able 
men as thofe who compofed the Oppofition had con- 
curred, would have been truly alarming. The 
Tank talents and refpeftability of the confpirators, 
had fuch be^n the cafe, were indiflbluble ties upon 
Minifters to drag them forth to the juftice of their 
offended country. Now that the fever of alarm 
has abated, and men are allowed to refled upon the 
tendency of public meafures without incurring the 
fufpicion or guilt of fedition, it will not fhock the 
loyalty even of Mr. Burke to affert, that known 
afts of riot and infurredion muft make known feme 
criminal perpetrators of them, that confpiracies and 
treafons cannot be difcovered without the knowledge 
of the confpirator or traitor. Will he not allow, 
that the feverity of the law lofes its energy in ceaf- 
ing to be exemplary ? In juftice therefore to the ca- 
lumniated people of Great Britain, to refcue the 
public mind from the agitation of imaginary dan- 
gers, and to re eftablifh the confidence of a deluded 
people in the executive powers of Government, 
Mr. Sheridan moved in the Houfe, that an humble 
addrefs be prefented to his Majefty^ P^siying that his 
Z Majefty 



Bligefty m&y be ple^fed to give dtreaioat ^« thai 
** there be laid before the Ho^fe of Cosiroona atl 
*' th^ information which may have came before his 
•* M^jcfty on the ftibjeQ: of fetMdon, in fitrdcr that 
V it may be referred to a committee of this Houfc, 
" &c." With re/peck to th^ Ute fuppofed feditioa 
and difpofition to inCurreiftion, and the lurking tiea^ 
fon of which fo much was faid, and fo much more 
feemed conjedijred and ftifpe^ed, there xv^re three 
^ircumftances to be confictered, ^©d three points of 
view in which the fubje^^ ought to he placed. Tfee 
firft was, th4t the danger had be^n real. The fc 
cond was, that the ^hok was a f^lfe als^rra, really 
cntertainjEd by Government; in which cafe, the 
propagiation although unlortunate was yet boneft. 
The third was, that the whole was founded on a 
fyftematic plan laid by Government, for deluding 
the fenfe and finaUy fubdying the fpirit of the pec* 
pie. In any of thefa fuppofitions the only mode of 
fatisfying the juflice of the people, quieting the 
public alarms, or juftifying the Minifters to the 
Nation, was to iofutute a committee of enquiry. 
In a very long apd animated fpeech he entered large, 
ly and clearly into each of thefe diftina points. 
Mr. Lambton feconded the motion : a very violent 
debate enfued, in which Mr, Fo;;, Mr. Wyndham 
and Mr. Burke tpok the chief part. The motion 
however was negatived without a divifion. 

That Minifters had purpofely raifed thefe alarms 
in order to feduce the Nation into a war, which in 
900I reafon it would have reprobated,. is a fad per- 
haps at all times out of proof; in vain is it argued 
againft the feelings of interefted parties at the time, 
and will only gain impartial credit from a futufe 
unbiaffed^ review of the fafts, which both parties 
mw ^dmit and varioufly reprefcar. Certain it is, 
that no individual from that time to this has been 
prpfectt^ l^r 3py aa of rka or infttrreiii<m, or for 

any 



ally i'^belKtiri 6t trdAfon that could have given rife 
M tny danger, or that ought to have caufed any 
alarm in the country^ The Minifterial party admits 
tlte fttft, fait attribdtoj it not to the want of guilt, 
belt to the iihpi*9|)riety of dafiiger bf punifting the 
eiriitliAsrt^ The Oppofition reft the innocence of thte 
country upon tH^ very pretended forbearance oF 
GbVefhitt^trt to puiiifli the culprit. Thi^ fpirit of 
fotiyearaiiee, t^hrther grorfndtd on miWnefs, pru- 
<!tehc6 or bdlky, has not fince continued very gerie- 
fal ; for tlxere is fc^crfy a bookfeller conneAed with 
Oijpdfition, that has not finte that time been profe- 
cuted fdr having fold the wbrks of ThOnlas Pstine at 
feme time within tiit t^o years, during x«rhith they 
v^ttc (6 generaMy citttilated ^itlfi immunity. 

Pew circumftanc^s tnatk more ftrongly the inve- 
tet^cy bf the political prejudice with which Mr. 
fcf3t was at this time viewed by the public, than the 
feCeffion of forty«-fivc members from the Whig Club ; 
aitioiigft whom were Meffrs. Biirke afad Wyndham. 
Their pretence for feceding was oh account of the 
following refolution which had beeii entered into on 
the ixcth of the preceding tnorith, viit. ** That the 
*^ Clubr think it their duty, at this extraordinary 
** jutifture, to aflbre the Right Honourable Charles 
*' James Fo*, that all the atis of mifreprefenraiion 
*^ xiChich have been fo induftrioufly ufed of late, fot 
" the purpofe of calumniating him, have had fto 
" other cffeft upon them, thati that of confintxing^ 
" ftrengthertittg arid increafiilg their attachment to 
*• him," Upon this refolution, no difficulty il'or 
ol^ftion could arife agaiiift Mr. Fox but in the 
niirids of thbfe, who gave cfe<!it to the calumnies ; 
atitf if they teally belreved or knew him to be guilty 
of what he waS atculfed, it was thrfr duty to do 
fotttethhrg mofe thatr to withdraw the'mfelves from 
a cM) of which he was a member. In maftet^ of 
fedition and tfeafeA, coamvanfce, filppreffion and 
Z 2 permiflioa 
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perniiflion are not wholly innocuous in this country : 
our laws make a ferious crime of mifprifion of 
treafon. 

1 he Minifter having fucceeded in plunging the 
Nation into a war with France, by concealing from 
their fight both the principle and the end propofed 
to be attained by it \ his next concern was to fup- 
prefs from their view the neceffary hardships that 
mud attend it. Accordingly in opening his budget 
for the current year, he took the average of the laft 
four years fuccefsful peace, as the foundation for 
his prefent eftimate ; prefumptuoufly flattering^ the 
nation with the delufive profpe£t of an increafmg 
revenue notwithftanding a ruinous wan The un- 
precedented number of bankruptcies, which have 
marked the prefent as the moft inaufpicious year to 
the trading intered of this kingdom, has but too 
fatally deteded the fallacy of this fpeculation. And 
the fequel of the events of this hiftory will prove 
the melancholy futility of his boaft of the profpeft 
of our fuccefs in the profecution of the war. Mr. 
Sheridan obferved on the Minifter's fpeech of this 
day, that it had little novelty except the novelty of 
introducing in a day devoted to figures all the arts 
of declamation. He had fuddenly laid down his 
pencil and Hate, and grafping his truncheon had 
fini(hed with an harangue more calculated for a Ge- 
neral of a heated army going to ftorm a French 
redoubt, than a Minifter of finance difcufling ac- 
counts in the fober hour of calculation with the 
ilewards and attornies of a burthened and patient 
people. Wherever he faw exertion and eloquence 
io mifplaced, he always fufpeded there was fome 
weaknefs to cover in the fubjed itfelf. He was the 
more led into the apprehenfion by fome very alarm- 
ing hints the Right Honourable Gentleman had drop- 
ped concerning new connexions flill to be formed. 
Itfeemed tbec^cpenfive corps of 12,000 Hanoverians 
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,werc not the only foreign troops we were to pay. 
l^ew fubfidies and foreign mercenaries were an- 
nounced, and in a manner that feemed to avow 
that Government were adopting the general princi* 
pies of the Auftrian and Pruffian confederacy. 

It requires an extraordinary degree of fagacity to 
find out the neceffitj of a more extended alliance^ 
and more numerous forces to protect our Dutch al* 
lies from the invafion of the French, to fecure to 
them their right by ^reaty to the exclufive navigation 
of the Scheld, and to prefcrve ourfelves from the 
njenacing effefts of the fraternizing decree of the 
19th of November. Yet are thefe the avowed 
grounds for undertaking the war. The irritation of 
the public mind' was fyftematically to be ftill kept up, 
and the llrongefl: meafures at home were the in- 
flrtiments of this fatal delufion. The plain fimple 
law of treason, fettled in the 25th year of our third 
Edward, which for 500 years had been unexcep- 
tionably found efiedual againfl: all attacks and at- 
tempts upon the Conftitution, was to be opened after 
the fanSion of fo many centuries bad put its vener- 
able feal upon it, to the admiilion of a vajiety of 
new crimes and offences, (as was obferved by Mr. 
Fox in the Houfe) framed merely for the purpofe 
of lending fupport to the falfe alarm of fedition and 
treafon which Minifters bad found neceffary to excite 
in the country. The Attorney General moved for 
leave to bring in the Traitorous Correfpondence Bill; 
the outline of which he opened to the Houfe to the 
following effect : That it was in future to be made 
high treafon, ift. To fupply the exifting govern* 
ment of France^ or any perfons in alliance with 
them, with arras or military ftores, or to purchafe 
any thing for them or any of them, adly. To pur- 
chafe lands of inheritance in France, to inveft mo-, 
ney in any of the French funds, or to lend money 
on any fecurity in France, jdly. To go from this 
country into France without licence of his Majefty 

and 
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and the Privy SeaK ^ 4thly» For a Brkifli fubjeatd 
h»d Jh Great Britain without a paffport or leave, 
or eflfe !o deliver himfelf to the next magiftrate, to 
tmder^a an itiquiritorial examfnation, and fbithftilly 
to difcidfe ^hete he had beefn, »r hit her he iit^as goirtgj 
the reafon of his journey out and home, arid give 
faretyto any amouftt required for his good beha- 
vlour. ^ihly, To underwrite inforances upon fliips 
and goods bounden from France to any part of the 
world. Meffts. Fox and Erikine very pointedly re- 
probated the Bill as utterly repugnant to the prin* 
dpies of freedom, juftiee and poHcy ; militating 
againft the interefts of this country, and againft the 
ipirJt of its fixed laws and ^driftitution. Leave was 
however given to brii^ it in. The great fuperferf- 
irtg principle of State ncceffity fandioned this ittd 
^very other public or private meafure that could be 
forced into the fatal chain of French concerns. The 
fecred and hitherto unviolated depofit of property 
in the Bank of £ngbnd was no longer a fcctirity to 
the individual, andthefum of ioo,ocol. depofited 
there by the refpcftable houfc of Bourditu and 
Cholett was attached by the Attorney General upon 
a fuppofition of its being property belonging to the 
peffom cxeicifing the powers of government in 
France. Mr. Burfce bad long taught the neceflity 
of tbefe ftrong meafures : * ** There is no fafety 
" for honeft men but by believing allpoffAle cvif df 
** evil meriy and by aOiing with promptitude, deci- 
" fion and fteadincfe on that belief.** Calm rcafon 
and refieftion will inform us that the hardfliip, cru- 
elty or injufticc of violent meafures ever reft with 
thofe who brought on the neceflity of adopting 
them. The Traitorous Corrcfpondente Bill was 
hardly combated by the gentlemen of the Oppofi- 
tion in every ft age, upon the grounds of its obfcu- 

* Letter to a Member, pv 8. 
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rlty, incanfiftency and manifeft injufticc ; it wa« 
carried through the Houfe though no two of the 
Law Members, agreed in their interpretation of 
the operation and ciFeds of the different daufess 
but the advocates for n the war found it a 
fieceffary previous ftep to reconcile the miii4s of 
the public to the war, and it had all the ap? 
pearance of an attempt to engraft a general belief 
af part guilt upon this fpeclous neceffity of prevem- 
ing it in future. The Chancejlior of the Exchequer 
has ever claimied a peculiar fopfidence from the publ 
lie for his minute and tr«fty attention to every ob- 
jeft of finance. But Mr. Fox proved in the Houfe 
fo forcibly that Mr. Pitt admitted, that in negociat- 
ing the loan of 4»50o,oool. he had liiffered, by 
the terms he had made, an evident lofs to the pub- 
lie, and of courfe a gain to Tome iadiA'iduals, of 
20o,oool. Although in this inftance, a great mi* 
nifier of finance were ex confejfo taken in or over- 
reached in his bargain, yet it is ardently to be wift- 
ed that future loans may neither augment patronage, 
nor fupply the Minifter with the lubricous means 
of purchafing fupport in thofe fatal meafures which 
jnduce the neceflity of taxation. 

When on the 15th inft. in the committee upon the 
extraordinaries of the armies, the Minifter brought 
forward the firft refolution for fubfidizing 1 2,000 
Hanoverian troops deftined for the affiftance of 
Holland, Lord Fielding charged him with the moft 
criminal neglefl: in delaying to give affiftance to 
Holland. He was fupported by Major Maitland, 
who preffed upon the Minifter fa^s and dates, which 
are more ftubborn arguments thin thofe of rcafon 
a»d cenfure be they ever fo pointed and juft. Mi- 
nifters had exprefsly acknowledged that on the 17th 
of December they confidered the French as an enemy 
m the ftate of hoftile preparation. l%tey knew the 
defeneelefs ftate of Holland and the danger that 
threatened it. Yet they cmly entered into tht nego- 
3 ciation 
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elation for fubfidizing the Hanoverian troops, on the 
a 2d of February, and 1956 guards failed from 
Greenwich on the 23d of February. Was this, 
faid he, " an exertion becoming a great and pow- 
** erful nation at fo critical and important a crifis ?" 
By the delay in fending the guards they were nearly 
loft in a ftorm. They were fent out to a port where 
there was at that time no profpeft of victory ; and 
had not the progrefs of the French arms been pro- 
videntially checked by the Auftrians and Pruffians, 
who had raifed the fiege of Maeftricht, they muft 
in all likelihood have fallen into the bands of Du- 
mourier, as did the garrifonsof Klundert and Breda. 
Minifters however could claim no credit for this 
turn of fortune, for at this time they were ignorant 
of it. The Chancellor of the Exchequer endea- 
voured to repel thefe charges of negligence by ftat- 
ing, that the neceffary preparations for fuch enter- 
prifes had taken up the intermediate fpace of time 
from December to February. The public however 
have ftill to learn how the fpace of eight weeks can 
be found neceffary to transport fo fmall an handful 
of men ready armed and formed, from England to 
Holland, and they fee little other preparation necef- 
fary to put in motion this Hanoverian body of troops, 
than the mere ceremony of fubfidizing them ; which 
in plain Englifh impoi'ts nothing more than a change 
of paymafter. The King of Great Britain in future 
pays the troops which the Eleflor of Hanover before 
maintained. The Britifli treafury faving during the 
fubfidy, to that of Hanover, the charges of all 
thofe Handing troops of the eleftoiate which Great 
Britain takes into pay ; there muft fomewhere have 
exifted an unaccountable rage for negociatirig, that 
could fo ingenioufly have fpun out for two months a 
treaty between the King of Great Britain and the 
Eleftor of Hanover, by fifcal difEcuhics, diploma- 
tic objeftions, or any other dilatory means what- 
ever. It is far from my intent to derogate from the 

merit 
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itietit of our brave foldiers who went over to Hol- 
land, that I do not, as is generally done, attribute 
the favourable turn of fortune to their arrival ; they 
have and ever will execute with diftinguifhed bravery 
and refolution every order given to them; and I 
glory in laying, that they have uniformly through 
the whole campaign moft defervedly acquired the 
love and admiration of their allies, and the dread 
and equal admiration of their enemies. On the 
9th of this month the Court publitbed at the Hague 
a detail of events, that ftates the fair and real caufe 
of this change in the aflSaijrs of the armies. " After 
•* the check which the French invafion into our re- 
** public met with, the fuccefs of the allies againft 
♦* them fince the firft of this month has been fo 
*^ rapid, that it furpafles even the general expeQa- 
** fion. The Frefach armies twice beaten by the 
** Imperial troops and once by the Pruffians, have 
•* abandoned the bombardment of Venlo, raifed the 
*^ fiege of Maeftricht, have evacuated Ruremdnd 
.** and its intrenchments, Aix-la-Chapelle and Liege. 
** All the French troops have retreated into Bra- 
** bant ; and in quitting the dependencies of Bois- 
*' le-duc, which they inverted, they loft a great part 
** of their artillery ; even their fiege artillery is in 
*^ the hands of the conquerors. Their forces are 
** reduced by a great number of killed, wounded, 
•* and prifoners. This has happened within a 
** week's time, and according to all probability 
•* muft change the face of affairs in fuch a manner 
^* as to make thofe aft upon the defenfive, who not 
•^ long before imagined they could carry everything 
** before them by ofFenfive means. The road that 
•* led to thofe advantages acquired by the allied 
•* powers, was the viftory gained by General Clair- 
*' fait on the ift of March near Aldenhoven." 

Soon after the publication of this paper by the 

authority of the Court, Lord Auckland our Ambaf- 

A a fader 
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fador at the Hagqe, who had been to wait upon the 
Duke of York on his landing at Port, prefented a 
MemcJrial to their High Mightinefles to congratulate 
with them upon this fuccefsful turn of fortune. It 
is curious to obferve with what dexterity Lord 
Auckland retorts upon the French the obvious ad- 
vantage they had lately taken of the Duke of Brunf- 
wick's thundering and inefficient manifeftos againft 
their nation.. His Lordfliip excels in profiting of 
the whlmfical turns of forti^ne. He fays, " That 
*' the fundry manifeilos by which they (the French) 
** anticipated the conqneft of the republic, being 
** cruel and inehacuig in their principles, would at, 
" prcfent produce nothing but contempt, if their 
" fliort appearance had not been attended with vi- 
" olcnce and cruelty, evidences of the ruin and 
" univerfal delhudion wliich would have been mpft 
," unavoidably the refult of their fuccefs/' 

In the courle of the month Dumourier was forged 
to abandon his conquefts in Holland in order to 
rally his forces in Brabant. It was the laft effort 
which lie had to make to retain the pofleffion of the 
Netherlands. Three very bloody and obftinate ea-» 
•ga2:ements took place between Dumourier and the 
Prince of Saxe Coboiirg. The French were forced 
to rcMeat to Bruxelles, and on the 24th they eva- 
cuated that city and the reil of the Auftrian tcrrito-^ 
ries. About the fame time alfo they retired froia 
Breda aiid Gertruydenberg, and \yholly evacuate^ 
the republic of Holland. The month of Margh wa& 
an unprecedented fcene of ciirnage. Above 3o,pop 
men were flain in the didcrent engageEiients. tha^ 
took place in the courfe-of it. The re-conquefl: of 
Belgium v/as entirely effecled without any affiftance 
of the Britifh troops. 'I'he Arch-Duke Charles, the 
brother of the Emperor, who had been lately creat- 
ed Lieutenant Governor and Captain General of the 
Low Countries, entered Bruxelles, and was receiv- 
ed 
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tA amiaft the joyful acclamations of the people. It 
is to bt obferved that the Commiffioners fcnt by the 
Conventloil had, as Dumourier complains in a let- 
ter to it, ** opprefied the Belgians by every fpecies 
■** of -vexation, violated the facred rights of their 
'• liberty, iitipudently inlblted their religious opi- 
** nioris, sthd robbed and pluiidered their churches 
" for the fake of the jjitifill Idcre of the facred vef- 
^* fels.*' They therefore exulted more in their re- 
treat, than they had rejoiced at their firft entry into " 
Brabant. 

The fpirit and fefelirigs of the people at this time 
in Ireland announced ferious grounds for alarm ; 
the Diflenters and Independent party became daily 
more firm atid refolute in their eftprts to bring about 
a fait" reprefeiitation of the people in Parliament, 
and refted upon the emancipation of the Rohian 
Catholics as the cdrner ftone of this great national 
objeft. The koman Catholics had come before 
Parliaitietit with the ftrongeft recommendation from 
tht CroWn, and were confidently and firmlj await- 
ing the refult of their deliberatioils. The doftrines 
of Thomas Paine, which had been fo generally pro- 
pagated whh ittipunity through the lovveft cl^fles of 
the people, were operating their deflruflive effefts 
in the rapacioufnefs • and cruelties of their wretched 
aiid infatuated profelytes*^ Thefe unfortunate 

* In the fommer erf the year 1 791, 1 learned with forrow xhfKt 
Mr. Fame's Rigks of Man wd-e fo generally diltrfbuted about 
Ireland, that perfons were hired fo read them to fuch as could 
not read tlienafelves, and that -their adoption had become very 
general. I then faid, Cafe Jlated, p. 19. " The lower clafs of 
" the Irlfti I underftand to be a race robuft and hardy, and of a 
" very irritable difpofition and nature ; they are now indokht 
" in extreme poverty, from being debarred the common xt 
** fources of induftry ; and are averfe to all laws fronri havibg Mt 
** the conftatit preffiire of fuch only as are galling and fevere. It 
** is fcarcfcly poffible for thefe infatuated zealots for fedition and 
** anarchy to have found more ready Miateri'ali (o operate upoiii 
•* than perfons of this dcfcription fo circumftajiced/' 

A a a wretches 
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y retches, who called themfelves Defenders^ were by 
thofe who dreaded th^ fuccefs either of the Roman 
Catholic petition or the refolution to -examine into 
the abufes of the popular reprefentation, which 
were both before Parliament, moft malicioufly mif- 
reprefented, and were even openly fpoken of in 
Parliament as the hired inftruments for intimidating 
the legiflature into conceffion. The Dungannon 
Affociation thought proper to make an unequivocal 
declaration of their principles to repel the ill-found- 
ed fufpicions. They publifhed a feries of the mofl: 
conftitutional refolutions of their attachment to the 
King, Lords and Commons ; and particularly that 
they highly difj^pproved of Republican forms of 
Government, as ^* applied to this Kingdom, and 
•* they rejefted with abhorrency thofe principles 
** which have a tendency to diflblve all government, 
*' and to deftroy every wife and falutary diftinftion 
** in fociety." . They expreffed'the fatisfaftion with 
which they beheld Parliament engaged and pledge^ 
to look into the ftate of the popular reprefentation ; 
that a complete reform of it was effential to the 
peace, liberty and happinefs of the people; and 
they folemnly pledged to their country and to each 
other, the firmed perfeverance in all conftitutional 
meafures till that great end fhould have been unequi- 
vocally obtained. The Roman Catholic bifliops and 
feveral gentlemen of landed property not only pub- 
lifhed declarations againft thefe Defenders^ but en- 
tered into affociations for apprehending and profe- 
cuting them. Yet could they not do away the fuf- 
picion thrown upon them by forae perfqns interefted 
in keeping up the delufion, who had, as Mr. Burke 
fays, *" ^j dlfpojtiion to carry the imputation of crimex 
*' from perfons to defcriptions ^ and wholly to alter the 
*• charaSier and quality of the offences themfelves.^* 

* Letter to Sir Hercules Langrifhc, p.- 19. 

A Com* 



A Committee of the Lords had been appointed 
to enquire into the caufes of the diforders and dif- 
turbances vfhich prevailed in feveral parts of the 
kingdom, and the Lord^ Chancellor \vas appointed 
by the Lords Committees to make the report on the 
7th of the month ; the firft part of which confided 
of an apology for bringing it forward fo early ; aU 
though th^y bad not had time to make full enquiries 
(^the I^oipan Catholic Bill was now pending in the 
Houfe of Lords). They proceeded to ftate, that 
from what the Committee could difcover, thefe De- 
fenders were all of the Roman Catholic perfuafion, 
poor and ignorant and fworn to fecrecy ; not appear- 
ing to have any diftinil objeil in view^ and yet that 
their meafures appeared to have been concerted and 
condufted with the utmoft fecrecy, and a degree of 
regularity andfyftemixoi ufual in people in fuch mean 
condition, as if direded by men of fuperior rank. 
That fums of money had been and continued to be 
levied upon the Roman Catholics at their chapels 
and elfewhere throughout the kingdom ; and a cir- 
cular letter was annexed to the report, which en- 
clofed a plan for a general fubfcription, which had 
for its objed the raifing a fund for defraying the 
heavy and growing expences incurred by the Ge- 
neral Committee in conducting the aflFairs of the 
Catholics of Ireland. They annexed alfo another let- 
ter from a Mr. Sweet man to a perfon at Dundalk, con- 
cerning a relation of Mr, Nugent s confined there un- 
der an indi|£lment; and that it appeared that this perfon 
to whom the letter was written had employed an agenj 
and counfel to aft for perfons accufed of being De- 
fenders. Yet after all this infinuation of Roman 
Catholic guilt, levying money, and giving affiftance 
to the accufed, the Committee thought it their duty 
to ftate. That nothing appeared before them which 
could lead them to believe that the Body of the 
Roman Catholicsi ivere concerned in promoting or 

coun- 
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countenancing thefe difturbarice«. They ftirther 
ftated feveral fafbs of meetingB both sitmed and unh- 
armed at Belfaft and Newt y ; that feditious patti* 
phlets were conftantly pul;>li(h6d, extolling the ex- 
ample of France; that pfayers were made from 
pulpits for the fuccefs of the French at-ms } that 
armed bodies had uniforms in imitation of the 
French, with harps on the buttdtts under a cap of 
liberty inftead of a crown j that more gunpowder 
had been fent to thefe places than could be wanted 
for ordinary purpofesj all which circumftances were 
intended to overawe the legiflature and procure a par- 
liamentary reform. The Committee forbore men- 
tioning the names of feveral perfons left itjhould in 
any manner qffed d criminal profecution. The Par- 
liament proceeded in the Roman Cathdiic Bill, 
though nothing more was hitherto done upon the 
rcfolution to examine into the ftatc of the popular 
reprefentation in parliament. This fyfteni of alarm- 
ing by infmuation and mifreprefentation, and Ca- 
lumniating a whole people by criminating no indi- 
vidual, feems not to have been confined to one fide 
of the channel. 
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X HE domeftic occurrences of this month were 
chiefly confequences of thofe meafures which had 
been adopted in the preceding. Strong oppofition 
was made in the Commons to the Traitorous Corret 
gondence Bill, and to moft of the Rew claufes and 
* amend- 
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jtmendments which were introduced into it: for 
fmce its firft introduSion by the Attorney General, 
it had nearly changed both its form and fubftance 
before it even paffed that Houfe, On the third read- 
ing Mr. Fox was very emphatic in his condemnati* 
on of it : he faid, " It was a Bill which without one ex* 
^' ception was the mod unjuft: in its principles, ina« 
" dequate in its provifion, and tyrannical in its ef* 
** fefts, that ever paffed that Houfe— one for which 
" there was nothing like a precedent either in poli- 
*' cy, juftice or humanity/' In the courfe of the 
debates upon thi$ Bill, a queftion was put to the So- 
licitor General by Mr. Grey, Whether the Crown was 
empowered by law to ijue any proclamation forbidding 
the entry into this country of a Britijh fubjedl not con^ 
vi^ed of a crime ? — To which the Solicitor General 
anfwered affirmatively-p— for regulating the general 
policy of the country. At this anfwer Mr. Fox took 
fire, and in a ftrain of uncommon animation proved 
its falfity and danger. " I am fure," faid he, " the 
*^ King has no fuch power and never ought to have, 
** and never will have, unlefs this Houfe (hall fcan- 
« daloufly negleft its duty." Upon Mr. Pitt's juf- 
tifying the anfwer of the Solicitor General, which 
he alfo did with great warmth, Mr. Fox in reply 
faid, " I am juftly alarmed when I hear fuch fenti- 
*' ments from fuch a quarter ; for it is not his own 
*' opinion merely that the Honourable Gentleman is 
** fpeaking ; I fay, I am juftly alarmed for the liber- 
" ties of my country, when fuch exploded dodlrines 
" upon the King's prerogative are attempted to be 
** revived ; doSrines, to explode which the beft 
** treafure of this country was expended and the pur- 
« eft blood flied." 

Well may thefe dodrines appear ftrange and 
alarming to thofe who have not fubfcribed to Mr. 
Burke's leffons upon the powers of the Britifh 
Crown : they cannot (hock thofe who with him fee 

a more 
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a more nal^ foUd and extenfive pmvfr In fhd JSmg 6f 
Great Britain than the King tf Fran^ was p9jfsjfkd 
tkf before this miferabU Refpilution*. It b veil kh4>wii 
that a King of France eoul4i by bU «did fe&il ooy 
of hk fubjed^ into baniAirn^nt ; be might tfaefe&H'e 
keep them in bantibmont^ by t>rttveQting their return 
into fais kingdom* But it is equally well kn<d\ni» 
tbat the King df England cannot force any of bis 
fubje&s obt of ihe realm, he eaanot even coikipel 
them to accept of a ibreigfi Embafly, leil the powct* 
of fipodii^ tbera opon fiich dignified miffions mi^^ 
be perverted to the pi^rpofe of keeping them in ho^ 
nonrable ^xiie« It is indeed knoiwn to Englifli Law* 
y3ers9 that the Citowo may grant a writ <^ m e^at 
regm^ to keep a £ib}d£t wmiin tlie juriidiftion of 
the cowts ^ h^m ; but they know not the £01:01 
of a writ m ingrediatut regnmu Ti>6ne may 
b^ cafes in which a Bridfii fabje£t ought not to b^ 
penaiitted to etade the rigour of th.e law, none hi 
wimh h£ (faould be precluded from coming within its 
jififtice. Seireral Britilh fubjefts wer^ adually detain- 
ed on board vefTels at this time off* Dover by the a£haf 
ai eaceroifc /of this hit^rto unknowii power in the 
Crowa, tiH tjpi«y /faoaid receive fot^otu or Hcenfea 
to land <m daieir nadvd ibore» How cruet, how uw 
juit, bow anconftkotional would it not be to detain 
a BritsBx fpiator or office^ (for there is no exceptbn) 
"vho huid heeti »poa foreign fervice, irom landing 
in his own^coontry where his prefence was immedii;- 
ateiy necef&i^y, either fQt j^AsSc or his^ own private 
bufinefs ! 

.An iobje£tion W2» taken by M^. Adam to that 
elaufie^af the Bill, which provided that any oSTencf 
committed ag^inft the a£t might be laid and tried in 
apy covmty^ and that the parry acoufed or impeaoh^ 
ed ihouM be' ifidi&ed, arraigned, tried^ convifledor 
atiaintoi by fucfa like evidence and in fucli form a^ 
counterfeiters of the King's money. He maintained 
that this claufe militated againft all the analogies of 
' Bb the 



i «86 3 

the Engiiih law, a&d all principles of juftice. In 
all crimes of high treafon for fupporting or abetting 
the King's enemies, which was the cafe or the Bill, the 
accufed was allowed a copy of his indidment ten days 
before trial ; a lift of the jury, and a lift of the wit- 
nefles to appear againft him, and who could not be 
lefs than two in number ; he was alfo allowed coun- 
fel in his behalf: but in the cafe of counterfeiting 
the King's coin, the whole was confidered as fimple 
felony, of which the evidence of one witnefs was 
fuf&cient to convift : no counfel to addrefs the jury, 
no lift of jurors nor of witnefies. There was mudi 
hardfliip in multiplying treafons, infinitely more in 
thus facilitating the means of convidion. He there* 
fore moved an amendment, the fubftance of which 
was, that perfons accufed under this aft (hould be 
tried according to the 7th of William III. and the 
7th of Ann, which provide for trials of high trea- 
fon in cafe of giving aid and comfort to ihe King's, 
enemies. The motion was negatived bf OOe hun- 
dred and ten againft thirty-two that voted for the 
amendment. 

In the courfe of the debates the Minifters and Law 
Officers of the Crown were forcibly urged to declare 
whether the Bill were declaratory of the old, or in* 
troduClory of a new law of treafon : this they declin-^ 
ed anfwering : their refiifal afforded the oi:yx>fers oiF 
the Bill this unanfwerable dilemma— -If it be declara- 
tory, explain in what part of the ftatute of Edward 
IIL this Bill is fubftancially. contained : if it be a 
new and cnafting law, fhew the fiifts upon which 
you found its neceftity. It has been the fpirit and 
pradice of our anceftors, whenever they have on ai^ 
occafion found a neceffity for opening the marked 
and known line of treafon, as fettled by the ftatute 
of Edward IIL in the year 1350, to ftate the fpecific 
ground of neceffity, and not to extend the operation 

of 
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of the new law of treafon beyond the continuance or 
duration of that neceiQty. 

Mr. Sheridan had fome time before given notice 
to the Houfe, that he meant to make a motion of 
cenfure upon Lord Auckland, for the memorial 
which he had prefented to their High Mightinefies 
on the 5th of the current month ; and on the 24th 
he moved an addrefs to his Majefty to exprefs the 
difpleafure of that Houfe at the memorial : that it 
departed from the principles upon which the Houfe 
had concurred in the meafures neceiTary for the fup- 
port of the war : praying his Majefty publicly to dif- 
avow fo much of the faid memorial as contained a 
declaration of an intention to interfere with the in- 
ternal government of France ; and which expri^fled 
menaces againft the perpetrators of fads, of which 
neither this nor any foreign nation can have cogni- 
zance ; which compelled this country either unjufti- 
fiably to carry on the war for the fubverfion of the 
prefent Government of France, or difgracefully to 
feek peace by an ignominious negociatlon with the 
very Government we have infuhed and ftigraa- 
tized in our public a£ts : and that thefe menaces 
tended to give to the prefent war a peculiar barba- 
rifm and ferocity, by provoking and reviving a fyf- 
tern of retaliation and bloodihed : and finally to re* 
prefent to his Majefty how deeply the reputa* 
tion of his Majefty'^ Councils was interefled in 
difclaiming thefe unjuflifiable, and they tnifled, un- 
authorized denunciations of vengeance, fo deftruc- 
tive of all refpe£l for the confiftency and of all con- 
fidence in the iincerlty of the public afts of bis Mi- 
sifters, and fo manifeftly tending at once to render 
the principle of the war unjuft, the conduft of hof- 
tilities barbarous, and the attainment of honourable 
peace hopelefs* 

The memorial alluded to is to the following pur- 
port ; ^Mt is known that towards the end of the 
^^ month of September lail year, hii Britannic Ma- 
B b a " jefty 
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*< jeijt^/ m<i yp^x High MIghtlneflci gave in Concert 

^' a folemn aflfurance, that in cafe thft imminent 

'" d^nger^ which then threateli^d the lives of their 

^^ mod Cbriftian Majefties and their fatmly^ (hould 

*' be re^Iiz^, His Majefty and YbUr High Migfati- 

^^ ne&8 would not fail to take the moft efficacious 

^^ meafures to prevent the perfons, who might ren- 

" der themfelves guilty of fo atrocious a crime, 

" from finding any afylura in your ref^e&iVe domi- 

" nions. This event, which was forefeen with 

^' horror, has taken place, and the divine vengeance 

*^ feems not to have been tardy. Stme of thtfe de^ 

** tejtable regicides are already in fucb a fttuaiim 

" ihtit tbey may he futfjeSied to the /word qf the 

" law. The reft are ftill in the midft of a people, 

^ wham they have plunged into an abyfs of evils, 

*^ and for whom famine, anarchy and civil war are 

*' preparing new calamities. In fhort, every thing 

^^ we fee happen induces us to confider as at hand, 

^' the end of thefe wretches, whofe madnefs and 

*' atrocities have filled with terror and indignation 

" all thofe who refpeft the principles of religion, 

^^ morality and humanity. The underfigned there- 

" fore fubmit to the enlightened judgment and 

*' wifdom of Your High Mightineffes, whether it 

" would not be proper to employ all the means in 

" your power to prohibit from entering your States 

*^ in Europe or your Colonies, all thofe members 

** of the Jetf-iitled National Convention, or of the 

** pretended Executive Council^ who haw direftly or 

*' indiredly participated in the faid crime : and if 

*' they fliotsld be difcovered and arrcfted, to deliver 

" them up to jufticc, that they may ferve as a leffon 

>^ and example to mankind/' 

Mr. Sheridan made a very long, eloquent atid 
pointed fpeech upon- the arrogance, impolicy and 
mi&hief of ibis memorial. Mr. Pitt defended and 
juftified k in general : though he e3q)Iicitly difavow- 

ed 



^ ed the principles attempted to be imrodncedinto the 

^' V9zt by Lord Auckland^ vfjtdch mod have rendered 

i peace impoQU^ie. The queftion being called for, 

^ Mr. Sheridan's motion was rejeded by a very large 

# tnajoriiy. 

\ The commettial credit of this cotsmtry had by the 

didrelTes of the War been reduced to fuch an alarm- 
ing degree of embarraflfment^ that it became necet 
fary for Government to fupport it by {on\e fpeedy 
&nd efficacious means. A committee had beeii ap- 
pointed to examine into the ftate of the commercial 
credit of the country, and they had r^eported that it 
would be neceffary for the fupport of it to iffue Ex- 
chequer Bills for 5,coo500oL at a-Jd. per cetit. per 
diem which were afterward* made ifluabie to com- 
miffiohers to be by them made out under certain re«> 
gulations and reftriSions, for the affiftance and ac- 
commodation of (uch perfons as might apply for it^ 
and who ihould give to fuch commiilion^s proper 
fecurity for the fums that might be. advanced for a 
limited time. Thefe wete the early effe^s of the war* 
Though the fagaciou$ and never diffident Secretary 
of State for the Home Departm^t roundly affened 
in the Houfe in the debate upon the report of the 
committee, that the evil complained of and proved 
to exift, was fo far from having been brought on by 
the war, that the prefent embarraffkeMs arofe from 
the projperoui fiate of the country at large. The very 
circuf^ance of the prefent Jisgnathn wiu a proef of 
the power and energy gf this country. In the courfe 
of the month his Majefty fent a meifage to botTi 
Houfes of Parliament espreffive of his intentions to 
profecute the war with vigour and energy : he pro- 
claimed a general fail, to draw down th« bJeflkigs 
of Heaven upon th^i fuccefs of our arms in fo jztft a 
nmr: and a vote of credit paffed for 1,500,0001. 

The defedion of Dumouricr to th^ AuAriaw was 
tat fitft foppofed to havi turned the whole ifeale of 
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affairs oa the continent. On the 2d of the mbnth 
he fent eight commiilioners from the National Con* 
vemion under a Itrong efcort to General Clair&it. 
They were, faid Dumourier, fpecially commiflioned 
by the National Convention to arrefl: andcondud 
him a prifoner to their bar, and on any refiftance to 
have him afiaffinated on the road. But, faid he, 
** I have been before-hand with them in fecuring 
^* thefe commiffioners and their deputies as my pri- 
" foners." Dumouriior adds in bis letter, "that 
^* be was that ini^ant about to move with the trufty 
** part of his army in order to deftroy all thofe who 
** may further appok therafelves to the public good 
" of France, and to give to that diftrafted king- 
** dom permanent peace and tranquillity." Bour- 
nonville beaded this commiflion. It was fuppofed 
that Dumourier would after this have immediately 
moved with his army to the interior parts of France. 
He addrefied his army in a fliort nervous fpeech. 
** It is time, faid he, for our army to difcharge its vow, 
to purge France of its affaffins and difturbers, and to 
reftore to our unhappy country the repoie which (he 
has loft by the crimes of her reprefentative$. We 
muft prekrve the Conflitution we have fworn to 
maintain : we cannot be free but with good laws : 
if otherwife, we (hall be flaves of crimes.*^ He 
afterwards made and publifhed a long addrefs to 
the French nation, in which he paints the anarchv, 
cruelty and wickednefs of the rulers of France m 
the ftrongeft colours. But, fays he, " we have a 
** rallying point which can ftifle the monfter of 
•* anarchy : it is the Cottftitution we fwore to main- 
** tain in 1789, 1790 and 1791 : it is the work of 
*' a free people; and we ihall remain free and (hall 
« recover our glory by rejiiming our Conftitution." 
He tells them alfo, that tlleir generous enemies had 
engaged to fufpend their march, and net to pafs the 
frontiers till his brave armt fhould have terminated 
the internal dilTenfions of the kingdom. The cheer- 
3 X fulnefs. 



fulnefs, bravery and refoludpn with which Dumou- 
rier had found his army execute all his former com^ 
mands, gave him reafonable ezpeda^ions that in 
the prefent crifis they would not abandon hira. In 
this confklence the Prince of Saxe Cobourg backed 
the addrefs of Dumourier by a proclamation in his 
own name to the French nation. He firft papegyrizes 
the French Genierai as a great an4 virtuous man, 
who truly loves his country : he then declarer that 
Their Imperial and Pruilian Majefties are filled with 
e(leem for the French nation, fo great, fo gene- 
rous, &c. : and that he will fupport by all the force 
that was entrufled to him, the generous and beneii- 
qent intentions of General Dumourier and his brave 
' army to give to Friance her Conftitutional King, the 
Conjiiiut'm which Jbe bad formed for herfelf and 
of courfe the means of rectifying if ihe (hould find 
if imperfed : he pledged his honour, that he would 
not come upon the French territory to make con- 
quers, but folely and purely for the ends above 
fpecified. 

The peculiar misfortune of this war has been, 
that not one of the combined powers has ever can- 
didly avowed the principles upon which they binder* 
took it, or aded on any emergency with the con* 
fiftency and uniformity of a regular and honourable 
fyftem. This proclamation of the commander in 
chief in April was little compatible with thofe of the 
^commander in chief of the preceding month of 
July. Now the whole force of the combined armies 
ly^s to .CO operate in re-eftabli(hing that very Condi- 
tution which they were then pledged to abolilh and 
deflr^ry. On the other hand we beheld in the French 
an uniformity of principle and an invariable fource 
of enthufiafm, always tending with fuperior and un- 
precedented energy to the fame open and avowed 
point. Of the many thoufand men of which the 
army of Dumourier confided, he found not one 
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thoufahd upon ^xperimeat to fecond his defigri. 
He was therefore obliged to confult bis own per- 
jfbnal fafety, aikl Tvith fomje hundred dragoons wetil 
o?er to the Auftrian army. This was i ferio«t Icf- 
fbn to the confederated powers of the fph it whkb 
pervaded the FVehch Republic. It (hbuld have 
taught them^ that an external enemy ferved but to 
rgdly their divided Imerefts, and reftftance to givi 
energy to their united efforts* The firft inipreffion$ 
of this fond ddufion committed the Prince, of Saxe 
Cobourg in undertaking to le-eftablift the Confthti- 
tton of 17S9; and betrayed Lord Auckiand im& 
tfcat incautious and arrogant memorial, which wa^ 
fo warmly debated in the Commons. It was mxw- 
ral for his LordOnp to forefee a moft profperoiM 
harveft ill Dumourier^a coming* over : he had not 
Jong before ncgociated with him in fecret; it is not 
then furprifing that the toftre of fuch an example 
Ihould have elevated his fympathy into this high tet^ 
of addfcfe. The real ftat^ of the cafe appears to 
be, that whilft Dumourier's army thought Aat th^ 
Convemion had fcnt to arreft him on account of his 
retreat, which they knew he had made in a iftoft 
mafte^ty manner, they refei^ted it as an inlult to 
themieives, and made it a common caufe with ^df . 
C5eneral : but when ihey difcovered, that by fending 
Boumonviile and the other commiffioners to ifhe 
Auftrians, he was in concert with the enemy of their ^ 
country, they turned upon him and endeavoured td 
feize him. He was covered in his Sight by bis dra» 
gootxs, fourteen of whom were feot by their feHow 
foHiers. 

When Dumourier had arrived at Mons, he re- 
t^uefted to attend the congrefa that was then afiem- 
^tng at Antwerp : but the intereft leven of Lord 
Audkhtnd could not procure him that honour. At 
this congrefs were prefent the Prince of Orange and 
his two fons andhis-exccHency Vahder Spiegel ; the 
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Buke of York and Lord Auckland ; the Prince of 
Salxe Cobourg and Gounts Metternich, Starenberg 
and Mercy Dargenteau, with the Pruffian, Spanifli 
and Neapolitan Envoys, The particulars of this 
congrefs were brought over by Sir James Murray, 
but have never yet beei) made known, to the public, 
-Prom th^ meafures adopted after the meeting, it 
appear^ th^y refolved io commence a plan of qdive 
operations again/l France j and not to entangle them- 
felves with the engagements fo very recently entered 
ia4;0 by the Princ-e of . Saxe. Cobpurg : for within 
four days from. the publication of his tirft prpclama- 
ti^n he revoked and annulled it entirely by a fecond, 
by , which he declared a ceffation pf the armiitice, 
^nd ihat he had given orders for recommencijQg . the 
war with all the energy, and vigour of wblcii vidorious 
alrmiesare-caps^ble. The total repeal of the firft pro- 
clamation of the Prince of Saxe Cobourg can Jeave 
no doubt, but that the re-eftablifhment of the Coifi- 
. ftitution of 1789,. was no longer the. obj^d of the 
confederates: it conjcerns.Gr^at Britain, not lightly 
to know the new objeft, for which the. v/ar. fr9m 
this time was parried on. Was it th^ telloratipn of 
the ancient unlimited monarchy, or the difmembe?- 
ment of the; kingdonpi by the combined foverdgns? 
Our Minifters have denied it to be a war of exter- 
mination or of vengeance. . , 

During this aad the preceding month the Roman 
Catholic bill pafled- through- both. Haufes of the Irilh 
Parliament. It was brought, in* by Mr., Secretary 
Hobart, which befpoke it to have been firft framed 
and modelled according to the wiihes aad intentions 
of Government, who • certainly could afterwrards be 
no more refponfible for the fetters with which it was 
clogged in its pcogrefs through the Houfes, than for 
any other meafure, which is carried by a decided 
majority, of a free and independent Parliament. 
After the honourable and parental recommendation 
from the Throne of the cafe of his Majefty's Roman 
C c Cathclic 
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Catholic fubjeSs, a very different cxpreffion was to 
be traced in the features of the public, than what 
was obfervable during the preceding feflions. It is 
to be remarked for the fair underftanding of this 
notable ad of legiflative jiidice, even at a time, 
which Mr. Burke did not fee fo peculiarly favourable 
to the extenfton of civil freedom^ that the Roman Ca- 
tholic body (which they themfelves affert to confift 
of 3,500,000 perfonsj had in their firft exertions 
entrulled the mode and management of their appli- 
cation for relief to Lord Kenmare and about threefcore 
gentlemen of landed property, who were or at lead 
were fuppofed to be under his direfbion and influ- 
ence. The flow progrefs which was made towards 
the attainment of their emancipation under this 
commiflion was attributed by the body at large to 
the want of judgment, firmnefs and energy in thofe, 
who had undertaken it. The ad in favour of the 
Roman Catholics, which was boafled to have been 
lately procured by the influence of thefe Gentlemen, 
extended only to the right of Catholics taking ap- 
prentices and of keeping fchools, the power of pro- 
teflants intermarrying with Catholics, and of ca- 
tholics being called to the bar ; a removal certainly 
of fome hardfliips, to which fome of the body 
were certainly expofed. But it left about their 
necks the mill-ftone of flavery, the want of the elec-^ 
five franchife and fair trial by jury: without thefe 
all buoyancy in the element of freedom was impofli- 
ble. The body at large felt an aggravation of their 
difappointment after the palEng of this aft, which 
afl^efted fo few of them, in the infult of being called 
upon for a vote of thanks to the indulgent legiflature 
for the liberal boon; which was nbtwithftanding, 
both in and out of Parliament, hinted and fometimes 
exprefsly afltrted to have been a bill granted to fix- 
ty-tight addrefllng Gentlemen, not to three millions 
of an ppprefled people.— Hence originated the mea- 
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fures of collefting the full fenfe of the Catholic bo- 
dy by delegates from each county, and of applying 
no more to the Caftle, but immediately to the fource 
of mercy and juftice, to the common Father of his 
People. They confided with reafon, that his Majef* 
ty's ear would be ever open to hear the complaints, 
and his heart difpofed to relieve the fufferings of bis 
affedionate and loyal fubjefts. I cannot fo juftly 
exprefs the fpirit and views with which the Roman 
Catholics proceeded in their efforts to attain this re- 
vival of their liberty, as in the words of the Gen- 
tleman who was the moft aftive in devifing and pro- 
fecuting the means of their attaining it ; in thefe we 
fhall not only read the fads and circumflances, but 
we (hall alfo learn the impreflion which they made 
upon the body itfelf. Mr. Keogh a man of that 
(Irong and firm mind, which could cheri(h and im- 
prove the true fpirit and ideas of civil freedom in the 
deprivation of all its enjoyments, was deputed to 
England to negociate an opening to their future 
meafurejs : and when upon his return to Ireland he 
met his brethren at their Convention in Dublin, 
amongft other things moft worthy of attention and 
confideration he Xaid : 

" It would be tedious to relate the various ftrug- 
" gles of the Catholics of Ireland to prefent to Par- ^ 
** Bament thejr petition! that numerous and dif- 
*• treffed body could not find accefs, and this too 
<< was a new triumph to thofe in whom we ufed to 
" confide.-T-What (hall we think of that man who 
" might be adored by three millions and a half of 
" people, who might be of the utmoft importance 
^' in the (late, and even to our gracious monarch, 
*' by the confidence of the people ; yet waji content - 
" ed to defcend frohi that ftation, in order to ftrut 
" at a levee, the contempt of every fpirited man, to 
^^ live defpifed and die negleded, and to have his 
^^ name only known to poilerity as the enemy and 
C c 2 " traitor 
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" traitor tp the Catholics of Ireland ? The ftatc of 
*^ the Catholics was indeed melancholy — no ray of 
" hope from any quarter. The loyal and rcfpeSa- 
" ble . and fpirited Catholic^ of Cork, thofe men 
"who, though borne dfown by the penal code, 
'* when hoflile fleets were on the coaft, came forward 
*• to expofe their lives in defence of their country, 
" difd^ining then tofpeak of relief; — ^thefe men oF- 
" feied an humble addrefs to the prefcnt Lord 
*^ Lieutenant, m which they exprefjfed a i&o^^ that 
" their part condudl niight procure them fome re- 
" laxat'jon of that dreadful code of the laws.— His 
" Majefty's reprefeqtative ill this kingdom declined 
" to receive this humble ex^preflion of loyalty, be- 
** caufe it was accompanied with 2, hope of relief. — 
" A fecond application was made-— a deputation 
" waited on the Secretary wi^h the Penal Laws, and 
*' humbly entreated fome relaxation from any part 
** of that dreadful code : this application never wa$ 
** Honoured with any anfwer whatfbever. Speaking 
" of the Penal Code, I mijft digrcfs to fay, it was a 
** fketch that was prefented to the Secretary, and 
" we now find a very iraperfeft one. — For a late 
** publication, * The Digeft of the Popery Laws/ 
" the United Iriflimen, and their refpeaable Chair- 
^ man the Honourable Simon Butler, demand bur 
" watmeft gratitude. I own, feeling as I did, re- 
** ftraint and dilability on every fide, our rich de- 
" graded, and our poor opprefled, yet my idea of 
" that dreadful fyftem was imperfefl: until I few that 
" publication. But to return to the fubjed t Eve- 
" ry application failing here, the Catholics proftrate 
" without hope ; the General Committee thoiight'it a' 
** dutytheyowed theirSovereijgntoendeavour,through * 
** his coqfidential fervants, to make known their' 
" fituatioh, to try that laft effort before they ffiould * 
" refign their trull, and tell the Catholics or ireland' 
" that the refult of all their loyalty and exeriiohs* 
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** to obtain a reftoration to the common advantages 
^< of the focial condition, was defpair, total and lin- 
** qualified defpair.— Ac'cordingly one of their body 
" was deputed to go to Loiidon in September laft ; 
** there ian applicarion commenced, and continued 
^ till Chriftmas, in which the perfon deputed re- 
^ ceived the exertions and able affiftance of a ref- 
" pedable Gentleman well known to them (Mr. R. 
** Burke). From the appearance of this ncgociation 
"there was every reafon to expeft, that although a 
*' great and va(t catalogue of reftriftions would be 
" retained, yet fiifficient would be removed to af- 
** ford prote^idn to all the claffes of our people, to 
" our hopelefs peafahtry, to give a pledge of future 
" benefits, and to render it unanimDofly and fin- 
" cerely grateful. The objeftis were, theBar with- 
** out reftfidion ; High Sheriffs and Magiftracy in 
•* counties, and Grand Juries, and a fhare in the 
" eleftiVe^ranchife. Our appficatibns were favdu- 
" rably attended to, and we had flattered ourfelves 
** all de<iided in our favour. 

*^ lathis ftage of the bufmefs, when thenegoci- 
**• ation was carried on three months-— when it .was 
" jiift clofed— a certain noble Lord, who had ufed 
** evfcry effort for four ydars to keep us backi — 
^ dreadTng lieft the. people (hould be relieved: not- 
*' withftanding his condufl:, then came forward to 
^ promote thu' famGus addfefs — and to induce the 
^^ Jfxiy' eight to fUbfcribe, itiatly of whom were to- 
*^ tally ignorstht of the h^ociarion going on at:the 
" foot of the Throne. ' ' 

' ** Thus ftands our obligation to thefe gentlerfren 
** and to the Bill, Hx^ith which thef promptitude .and 
" obfequioufnefs of their Ipyalty has beenrre- 
*^ \?^ardeil. ' • . , . 

" It mufl: be faid, indeed; on their behalf^ ttat 
** they Were 'prottiifed a Btll td contain much; greater 
**« behdits.''^HbW w^tfi^' they treitevf ?-^An : opfcry 
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** was fdt on foot, by men under influence of the 
" Caftle, againft our relief. Thekjixiy-eight ItUPes 
" were told. Gentlemen, * you fee there is a great 
*' * outcry-, we cannot do what we promifed^^vit can 
" * only now open the Law, and that with many 
" * and degraded reftriftions. — 1 believe the other 
*« * objefts contained in the Bill will not be much 
« ' infifted on.* *' 

^' Having dated fome pad tranladions, I now 
" come to what is more pleafing — that is, to date 
" my opinion, that the time is not remote when 
," we (hall meet to join with heart and voice in the 
'* fincered gratitude to Parliament and to Govern- 
*^ ment. However unfavourable fome things ap- 
*^ pesir^ I am perfuaded it is not intended to doom 
*' you to flavery, and that a wife Government will 
^^ adopt the patriotic meafure of redoring you to 
" the Condittttion of your country. 

" When that day arrives,. and it will foon arrive, 
** you will then prove your jud and unfeigned gra- 
«' titude to your deliverers, to Government, to the 
*' Legiflature, to the illudrious men who efpoufed 
** your cauie in Parliament — to the virtuous, pa* 
•* triotic and enlightened citizens of Belfad — 
" -the fird (let it never be forgotten) who came 
" forward in a body, to apply to Parliament for 
•• our relief. 

** While we pretend to honour, gratitude or 
** virtue, or have any claim to freedom, let this 
** live in our memory, and be imprinted on the me- 
•* mories of our children. 

" To Derry we owe much: their decifions, 
** though more limited, yet were honourable tedi- 
<* monies of their good will, and expredions of 
" their fentiments in the previous debate breathed 
•* liberal and manly principles. 

" My reafon for thinking the time of deliverance 
«< approaches is, that it. is impodible on any other 
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** principle to account for the conduft obferved to- 
** wards us. The proceedings of thofe who made 
** the Penal Code were confiftent and fyftematic : 
•' they might be utijufl and cruel, but they aSed 
*' like men who had a plan.— When they deprived 
*' us of liberty, they alfo doomed us to ignorance, 
** and prevented our receiving education at home, 
** or daring to receive it abroad, 

** Indeed they went a liitle farther, or rather laid 
*' the foundation for our disfranchifement by the 
** furrender of their own liberties. The plan was 
*^ but the more fyftematic. But, as things (land at 
*^ prefent, unlefs our emancipation is intended, all 
** is incongruous. 

** Why, in God's name, year after year, were 
** the eloquence and abilities of Ireland exerted in 
*' giving leftures in College green (reduced into 
*' prafticc by the eftablifhment of an independent 
*^ legiflature) — to prove the bleffings of liberty and 
<' the curfe of flavery ? 

" And, left we (hould mifbke, both are defined : 
^* we are told that flavery confifts in being governed 
^' by laws to which we do not confent by ourfelves 
** or reprefentatives. 

" ^Yc Ipok to ourfelves and our expiring pea- 
<* famry, and fee the truth verified. 

*• They tell us taxation and reprefentation fliould 
^' be infeparable : we feel the efFeds of the contra- 
" ry. — We are told, that every man is born free, 
** and that wealth nay life itfelf is not worth pof- 
** fefling without liberty. We fee indeed the gen- 
" tleman who ufed thefe very words (one of the 
** firft in talents and connections of this country) 
*^ vote for rejeding our petition for the right of 
** franchife. But the truth is, if bis canduft be 
" inconfiftent, his doSrine is unquefUonable, and, 
** though inftilled with U/s ability, would work con- 
" viction. — Every Catholic in Ireland whofe library 
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*^ only extends to a niagazirtc or an oid riewfpaper 
« — reads their beautiful orations — we are to a 
** man convinced. 

** We look to America — to France — to the N6- 
" therlands-^to all Europe — and afk each other 
** why it is that we, who are as faithful fubjefts 
** as any King in Europe can boaft — why are t'e 
'* thus reduced to JJavery? for Jlctvery it is — as dc- 
** fitted to us by high authority — and that without 
•* crime — Why have our equals, our inferiors, oUr 
" tenants, aUd even our fervants privileges wbich 
" are denied us ? 

" Is it that we difagr(?e about the elements m 
" the facrament? With equal juftice Tnight tHe 
" Copernicaii fyftem be fet up and fworn to as a 
" teft for civil and political liberty. — ^Fromthofe 
** confiderations I am convinced, that it is not therr 
'* intention, nor can it be, to doom you to a per- 
*• petual deprivation of the eleftive franehife: vveiie 
** it fo, another and a v^ry different made wouH 
*^ govern the conduft of bur rulers. — ^They conti- 
** nue indeed to talk of fometfaing whicl\ we ate 
" tdld is to exclude us from the Conftiiution for 
** ever, and which they call ihs -froteftant aitendati- 
««^ 'i— which they aflert was founded on the princij^les 
** of the Revolution of 1688, though the word wses 
" never heard of tiil 1792." 

The patern^al lecommendaiion of the Catholics* 
cafe from the Throne operated indantaneoufly m 
their favour. The general good and happinefs of 
the Kingdom conquered in the breafts of moll thfe 
bias' of early prejudices. Intolerance and opptef- 
fion after a faint ftruggle ceded the palm to libera- 
lity, reafon and juftice. The inveteracy however of 
fome was not to be overcome even in the agony of 
their defpair : whatever could be faved to them from 
this wreck of their monopoly, they fecured by ex- 
ceptions from the broad and' liberal relief which the 
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firft form of the Bill held out. Some of thefe e^ 
ceptions were admitted, others were rejefted. It h 
curious to obferve to what a degree of fublimatior;, 
the boon of the granting claufe is refined by being 
thrown into the alembic of exceptions^ introduced to 
reftify the fpiritof the Bill. This enafted, " that 
'^ it (hall and may be lawful for Papifts or perfons 
** profefling the Popifli or Roman Catholic Reli- 
** gion to hold, exercife and enjoy all civil and mi- 
*' litary offices and places of truil or profit under 
*' hi^ Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs in this king. • * 

** dom." However liberally the capacity of en- -'^ 

joyment is conceded to the Catholics, very fingular 
caution has been taken to cramp the liberality of " . 

his Majedy in dealing out' the favours. For it is 
particularly enaSed that nothing in the a£l (hall ex- 
tend to- enable, any Roman Catholic to fit or vote in 
either Houfe of Parliament, nor to be Lord Lieu- 
tenant, Lord Deputy or other Chief Governor of 
the Kingdom, l.ord j;;iIhancelIor, Keeper or Com- 
miflioner of the Great Seal of the Kingdom, nor 
to enjoy a feat on any of the Benches of the three . "" 

Courts of Record, nor to he a Judge of the High 
Court of Admiralty, nor Mafter or Keeper of the 
Rolls, nor Secretary of State, Keeper of the Privy 
Seal, Vice Treafurer or Deputy Vice Treafurer, 
Teller and Cafliier of the Exchequer, nor Auditor 
General, Lieutenant or Governor or Cuftos Rotulp- 
rum of Counties, Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, ^ 

Lord Deputy or other Chief Governor of the King- (j^ 

dom, nor Member of the Privy Council, nor Prime 
Serjeant, Attorney General, Solicitor General, Se- 
cond and Third Serjeants at Law, nor King's Coui^- 
fel, nor Mafter in Chancery, nor Provoft or Fellov/ 
of Trinity College, nor Poft-Mafter General, nor 
Mafter and Lieutenant General of the Ordnance, 
nor Commander in Chief of his Majefty*s Forces, 
nor a Geq^ral on the Staff, nor Sheriff nor Sub She- f< 
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riff of any County ; nor to hold any office or em^ 
ploymeat of truft or confidence that can be eftab- 
liflied by the Lord Lieutenant and Council under 
the 17th and 18th of Charles IL Notwithftanding 
<bis tantalizing exclufion from the encouraging re- 
wards of every profeffion and calling which were' 
now opened to them, the Roman Catholics were 
gratefully fenfifcle of the ineftimable blefling they 
were admitted to in the eledive francbi/e ^nd fair 
trial by Jury. 

The debates upon this important fubjedk were top 
copit>us to report, and too intereftmg wholly to 
omit. 1 fliall therefore iiotice but fuch parts of the 
fpeeches of the different Gentlemen who took part 
in them, as difclofe or confirm the detail of fafts 
which it is the duty of the impartial annalift to re- 
cord. 

The fpirit.and difpofition of the Chancellor to- 
wards the body of the Roman Catholics cannot be 
fo impar^tially known as from his 6\yn words in the 
xlfebate upon the addrefs to the Throne. They will 
alfo fpeak for, thofe who, like the Grand Jurymen 
of the Counties, could be didated to and influenced 
by his authority. " I did not," faid he, " expeS 
" that any fet of men would have dared to approach 
** the Throne with a grofs and malignant deception 
•' upon the Father of his People. I therefore feize 
" this firft opportunity to reprobate and deteft it/' 
Then in a very long and heated philippic againft the 
body and dodrines of the Roman Catholics, he 
added : *^ If any man can be fo wild as to look to a 
** total repeal of the Popery Laws of this kingdom; 
** if any man can be fo wild as to defire to commu- 
*^ nicate the efficient power of a free Proteftant, to 
*• a great majority of the people of Ireland pro- 
** f$:ffing/the Popifh Religion; I dp not fcruple to 
^\ fay, that it k an abfurd and a wicked fpeculation. 
^M am fatisfied, that as long as the nature of men 
* 4 •* continues 
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'** continues to be what it is, it*fe utterly impofliblc 
** that a zealous Catholic can, exercife the efficient 
** powers of Government in fupport of a Proteft- 
** ant eftablifhment in Ireland, or in fupport of her 
• *' connexion with the PrOteflant Empire of Greaf 
** Britain ; and therefore, if I am the fingle marj 
^* to raife my voii^e againft fu<:h a projeft, 1 will 
*« i-efift if.y * \ ' ' . 

This irritation and forenefs of mind upon the ef- 
feQs of the Catholics' Petition* to the Throne feem 
to have been equally felt by the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, though he did not exprefs 
himfelf fo ftrongly upon it as his colleague in op- 
pofing the Roman Catholic claims. . As th€ Bill 
proceeded, it was indeed obferved, that the oppp^ 
lition to it was not fo violent and determined even 
from the Chancellor, as upon the firfl: agitation oiF 
the queftion : for reports after this were rumoured, 
that Qoubts had been conceived in the Bririfli Cabi- 
net of the policy of granting the Seals of Ireland tg 
any other than an Ehglifhman; and fome exirava: 
gant notions began to gain credit in that kingdom, 
that the acceptance of appointments inyolyed a call 
of concurrence with the wifheij of thofe who 
granted them. 

At the fecond reading of the Bill in the Corar 
mons, the Ri^ht Honourable Mr. Fofter, after apo- 
logizing for breaking filence, undertook in the firft 
place to prove, that the oonduflt of the Grand Ju- 
ries in declaring againft theadmiffioft of the Catho- 
lics to the participation of the Conftitutjon ^kad net 
only been proper , but necefjary and ,perfeWy conjliitf-^ 
tionaL He further faid, " Gentlemen have thanke4 
"" the Irifli minifter for this meafure : be could npj: 
^* thank him for it, though he could for many 
** others : from his foul he confidered it as the pre,- 
** lude and certain fore-runner of the overthrow pf 
f « tj^e Proteftanc Eftablifhment. The Brliijh Minify 
' Dda «• ten 
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** ier was the firji to roufe this que ft ion ^ and he ivas 
** not well advifed** He tlien attributes the fall of 
the country from unknown profperity to the prefent 
hate of alarm, mifery and danger, not to " French 
" iranfadions ; they-have not been felt here, at leaft 
*' not till very lately : it arifes from the fears and 
** agitations into which this kingdom has been 
^' thrown by the roujing and fupporting this claim.** 
The oppofiiion io the Bill in both Houfes was con- 
fined to very few ; five or fix made up the formida- 
ble number in the Commons : there were in faft but 
two diflentient voices againft bringing in the Bill; 
and in the Lords, the Archbifhop of Cafhell alone 
openly fupported the oppofition of the Chancellor : 
his grace "hid ,committed himfelf to this oj^dfitioH 
by his formal declaration in the Hoiife that the i2o- 
inan Catholic religion wa^ a religion Jit only for 
knaves and fools. The fame principle feemed to af- 
feft the whole oppofition of the Commons ; for Mr. 
Ogle exprefsly faid, that the introdufliion of the 
Bill was *^ the mandaie of the JBritifli Miniftef. Let 
*" that Minifter make his experiments at home, 
*^ where he may be fuppofed to know fomething 
*' of the country. Let him try, will an Engliih 
" Parliament abolifh the Teft Aft? He knows they 
*' will not. Why then (hould he prefume to direfl: 
*" the Proteftant Gentlemen of Ireland to abandon 
" their fituation in the State ?'* This fituation was 
the monopoly of whole power of the country. 

The fituation of the Catholic body up to this 
time in Ireland was compendioufly defcribed by 
Mr. Hardy : " The major part of the people of Ire- 
** land, at one time leaning on the Crown for fup* 
*' port, then looking for proteQion from fome en- 
*' lightened Proteftants : then following fome per- 
*' fons of rank of their own perfuafion, then fix- 
*' ing their eyes on DifTenters, then on both Houfes 
*^ of Parliament : and after all, turning their backs 

"on 
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«« on the Miniftry of their own country, and flying 
** to the foot of the Throne for relief." Mr.Egan^ 
after having ftated that he had formerly prefented a 
loyal arid dutiful petition from the Roman Catho- 
lies to that Houfe, and that -on the rery next day 
the Adminiftration had expunged it and its reception 
from the journals with reviling calumny and predpita* 
tion. " But/* faid he, '' we now hpar his Majefty*s 
" paternal benignity and liberality recommending 
f* from the Throne thofe complaints which you re- 
** jeQed from the Houfe of Parliament. I fee the 
*^ Sovereign of his people in effed the vindicator of 
" my conduft, the reprover of hi§ Adminiftration 
' " and the advocate of his opprefled fubjeds.'* And 
Mc. Curran, adverting to thefe very circumftances, 
faic}, " Their petition was rejected by thofie vvho calU 
" ed themfelves their Reprefentatives : the next year 
** that petition paffed over that ParliamQnt, and ap- 
*' proached the Throne. Had it been rejefted there, 
•* there remained only one other Throne for mifery 
" to invoke ; and from that laft and dreadful appeal 
" let it never be forgotten by Irilh gratitude that 
*^ we have been faved by the piety and compaffion 
•* of the Father of his people." The Honourable 
T, H. Hutchinfon faid, " He would not ftate the 
*' ^refolutions of the cjiflferent Grand Juries, or what 
** had paffed at the meetings of fevcral of the coun- 
** ties in confequence of this plan ; but would only 
** remind the Houfe, that their general tendency 
*' went to form a perpetual bar againft the Catholic 
^^ to all his pleas and all his expedations, and to 
f* eqcclude him ibr ever from the pale of the Con- 
*' ftitution. He did not lament thofe proceedings 
" becaufe they had produced the fcene in which the 
V committee were then engaged : the Catholics, 
f* firm in their purfuit of their objeQ:, had not 
f ^ yielded even to the authoritative opinions of thofe 
^* very refpe^blc bodies. Too bold to be intimi- 

V dated 
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" dated and too proud to be coerced j they became 
**' animated not awed; they fought protedUon at the 
" foot of the Throne, and had returned under the 
** ft amp of the royal recommendation, through 
'' wTiofe wife and benevolent interpofuion* we had 
" now adopted their complaints." 'Befides thefe 
fpeakers Mr. Grattan, Sir Hercules Langriflie, Mr* 
'Conolly, Mr. D. Browne, Major Ddyle, the Pro- 
'voft of the College, Mr. Secretary Hobart and feve- 
"ral others delivered themfelves in fentinients of the 
moft admirable humanity, and conftitutional love 
and zeal for their country, in favour of the recora,- 
mend^tion from the Throne. Dodor Duignan al- 
moft alone vented the moft embittered horror of 
the Roman Catholic Religion and Body, that could 
be expreffed in an exaggerated detail of every falfe, 
fcandalous or malicious report that had ever been 
Taifed or publifhed againft them. Such however 
-was th£ liberality of the Houfe, as to be Ifttle af- 
fedted by the narrative. 

Before this Bill was committed in the Houfe of 
■Lords, the Lord Chancellor, .'though his firft eflfer- 
vefcence had rather cooled, in a fpeech of confider- 
able length and uncommon virulence againft the Ro- 
man CathoHts, pointedly animadverted on their paft 
conduft, which he endeavoured to prove by a long 
Mlatemerit of hiftorical fads, ought to be the moft 
powerful inducement to the Houfe to rejeft all their 
demands. If he confen^ed to the Bill, it was be- 
caufe the fituation of the country now rendered // 
necejfary. He then endeavoured to prove that the 
religious fury and bigotry of Papifts in Ireland wa$ 
now as great as it ever had been \ and that there wa$ 
a moral impoffibility for Proteftants and Catholics 
to agree in political interefts. He accufed them of 
wtihing to annihilate the prefentfyftem of reprefen- 
tatio^h, and to found it on a baftard King. " In ear- 
•*• litr periods of Government," faidhe^ "thelrifh 
' ' ' ' nevef 
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** never thus loudly complained of any one Englifii 
•' aft of oppreflion. It was of late-rfie prefent raoft 
•* fantaftical idea that now prevails among them had 
" its birth, fo that it feemed to him that the* heavy 
" hand of God was at this time ftretched over the 
" land. Every one now looks upon his neighbour 
" with a jealous eye, thinking him an impediment 
" in his own way to p$wer and pre-eminence.^^ The 
Archbifliop of Cafliell vehemently oppofed both the 
fpirit and principle of the Bill. It was however ably 
and humanely fupported by other Prelates on the 
Bench. The Bill was paffed, to the general joy and 
fatisfaftion of the kingdom at large, and the Ca- 
tholic Delegates pfefcnted an addrefs to his Majefty 
and to the Lord Lieutenant exprefBve of their grati- 
tude for its haying paffed into a Law.- Amidft the 
general and peaceable teftimonies of the public joy 
for the emancipation of the bulk of the Irifli Nation, 
the Corporatiph of Dubfiii granted; the freedom of 
their city to Dr.'Duighan as an honourable tefti- 
mony of their gratitude to him for his fteady zea- 
lous and perfeveririg oppofition to the Bill in every 
ftage of it. 
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Mr^ Grey^s miion far a Reform in Parliement'^ 
Twenty^three petitions prefented for it ; Jon^e of 
them jigned by 1 5,000 perfons-^^Twa dfiy^ defyaie 
thjereuponr-^Rejeded by 28a againft 4a — Scotch 
Catholic Bill^^Mn Dundas declares his iMen^ion of 
eftablifbing a S£otch Militia^-^The Irijh Militio'^ 
Oppofitiou at firft againft it-^Penahies on -Catholics 
enuring into the fervice of Great Britain by land 
or at fea-^Baiile of Maulde^^Camp ai Pamirs taken 
by the combined forces^^Furnes taken by the French 
— Tobago taken from them — Mentz invefied by 
the King of Pruffia — The emigrant legion of Be la 
Chatre. 



Jf EW things could have more clearly proved the 
prevalence of the prefent fpirit of oppofing public 
petitions againft grievances, than the divifion upon 
Mr. Grcy*s motion for a Reform in Parliament after 
two days debate ; the numbers being 42 for the re- 
form againft 282 whooppofed it. It would be ufe- 
lefs to attempt to follow the different fpeakers upon 
this great and important fubjedt. Their arguments 
upon it can receive no additional force, no further 
elucidation ; whilft our pajftons continue to inftrud our 
reafon^ we muft patiently look for the change of rea- 

fon 
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fon in the turn of events that may excite a jdifier- 
ence of paflioos. Circumdanc^s may happen that 
vrill difpofefome and alarm others to ah upon truths^ 
that have hitherto remained mere fpecuJative and in- 
operative affedioBS of the mind ; when the dres^ of 
meeting coflviftion will be Jefs than that of rejeft- 
ing invefligation ; when the feelings of the peopljC 
Ihall mark more pointedly the proper time for con- 
fidering their grievances, than the judgment of their 
'Teprefentatives. The attempt has been made at aU 
times ; in times of war and in times of peace ; when 
commerce flourifliad ; when its credit was expiring ; 
when the minds of men were eafy and free ; when 
they were foared.and vacillating; in the hour qf 
invafion and rebellion ; in the glow and transport 
of loyalty and triumph, Ii^genuity can fcarcely de- 
vife apoffible novelty of circumftance under which 
this reform has not.b€en brought forward and rejeS:- 
ed. Mr.. Pitt's ifpeech on the fecond day of thefe de- 
bates^ chiefly relied upon the inipropriety of the 
j)refent moment for attempting any fort of reform. 
Many others alfo refted their oppofition to tbe moti- 
on upon the famegisound. Twenty-three petitions 
were prefentcd to the Commons on the firft day of 
ihefe debates by diflferent members; fome of iheta 
figned by many tboufand names (as far as fifteen 
thoufimd). Mr.. Burke was amongft the moft for- 
ward to oppde Mr. Grey*« motion; and vehement 
as he is in warning this count ny^ jigainft every fort, of 
innovation or reform, he jcould with undeniable rea- 
fons (though with unaccountable inconfiftency) en- 
courage and forward in his own country, without 
danger of following the example of France, .the 
ilrongeft meafure of .reform that has been effected 
fince the leftablifhment of the Britifli Conftitution ; 
the admifllon of above three out of four millions 
to vote ioT their reprefentation in Parliament. In 
England be could not fee what was fo clear to him 

£ e in 
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in Ireland, that * ** becaufe wicked men of various 
*' dejcriptions are engaged in fediiious courfes^ the rd- 
*^ ilonal^ foher and valuable part of one defcription 
** Jhould not be indulged their fober and rational eic- 
" pe£latiom:^ 

The Body of Roman Catholics in Scotland, which 
confifts of about twenty thoufand, chiefly of the 
lower order of fociety, had niade frequent applica- 
tions to Government to be relieved from the hard- 
(hips of a very fevere penal code under which they 
laboured. A deaf ear had, been conftantly turned 
to their application ; generally upon pretext of the 
inveteracy of the prejudices of that kingdom againft 
them. This illiberal idea was kept up much longer 
than neceflary, not only to the prejudice of the fuf- 
fering Catholics, but to the fcandal and calumny of 
the Scotch nation. Mr. Dundas however, upon be- 
ing perfuaded that fuch a meafure of liberality might 
now infure him fome popularity in the country, 
confented to the introduftion of a Bill, which pafled 
without any oppofition, by which the Roman Catho- 
lics of Scotland were put nearly upon the fame foot- 
ing as thofe of England, upon taking the fame Oaths 
of Allegiance prefcribed for Englilh Roman Catho- 
lics. The news of its paffing into a law gave gene- 
ral fatisfadtion and joy throughout the kingdom. 

At the beginning of the feflSon mention had been 
made in the Houfe of Commons by Mr. Dundas of 
an intention of eftablifhing a Militia in Scotland. 
Nothing had been done fmce that time upon the 
fubjeft, and Major Maitland now put the queftion 

^ to the Right Honourable Secretary, whether he had 
or had or had not abandoned the idea ? He anfwer- 

' ed, that late as it was in the feffion, he afluredly 
ftould take fome ftep towards efifefting it. None 
however was openly taken. 

** Letter to Sir Hercolea Langriftic, p. 8. 

. The 
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The Militia Bill paffed the Irifh PaTliaracnt with 
Httle oppofition. An attempt however was made 
by that party which had fo ^ealoufly oppofed, and 
fo reluaantly yielded to the Roman Catholic Bill, 
to exclude the Roman Catholics from appointments 
in the Militia. Though the fyftem was cordially 
adopted in many counties ; yet in others ferious 
eiFeds were apprehended from the refiftance which 
was oflFered againfl: it, Thefe difficulties were how- 
ever hut of fhort duration : obvious reafons ocr 
curred to perfuade the people of every defcription to 
enter freely into the Militia ; the fteady and peace- 
able were eager to lend their aid to ftrengthen the 
hands of Government and fecure the peace and tran- 
quillity of the country; the difcontented and aftive 
found in the legal pofieilion and ufe of arms, the 
fare defence againft oppreffi.on and the ready means 
of redrefs. The crooked policy of the pj^rty from 
whofe tenacious gripe as much power feemed to be 
wrefted, as was conferred upon the Roman Catho- 
lics, had nearly expofed the country to very ferious 
dagger. Unable to prevent the liberality of Parlia- 
ment from admitting the Roman Catholics upon an 
equal footing with the Proteftants into the Militia, 
they at firft fuccefsfully exercifed their influence and 
power in th^ country to fill up all the appointments 
with Proteftants, to the utter exclufion of the Roman 
Catholic Gentlemen lyi thofe very counties where 
they were moft numeroqs. This grofs partiality began 
to operate very feripufly upon the Catholic pea- 
fantry, from amongft whorn the Militiamen were 
principally balloted ; the partial fy Item was necefl'a- 
rily abandoned, and the different corps of Militia 
were then quickly and peaceably completed. 

The importance of this populous nurfery of ftout' 
and valiant recruits both for the land and fea forces 
of Great Britain is too great, to jullify my filence 
upon a fubjecl of fuch national confequence, upon 

£ e 2 which 



\vhich the pwbUc feems to have given into an error 
of ho fmall moment. It is a generally received 
idea, not only throughout Great Britain but in Ire- 
land itfelf^ that fmce the paffing of the Roman Car 
tholic A£t, the army and navy of Great Britain are 
as open to Irifh Roman Catholics, as to any other 
defcription of his Majefty's fubjefts. The Irilh Par- 
liament has indeed declared Roman Catholics capa- 
ble of any military office and employment : but it is 
to be remembered, that Ireland has no permanent 
. military body (except now the militia) fubjeft to 
their conftant jurifdiOion ; the troops of Great, Bri- 
tain upon the Irifli eftablifhment are merely fubfidiz- 
ed, as it were, by Ireland; they are paid out of the 
Iriffi treafury, and during their reudence in that 
kingdom are under the temporary controul of the 
Irilh Parliament. There is no Irifli navy. Every 
Irilh as well as Englifh Roman Catholic, who wiflies 
to ferve his country either in the army or navy of 
Great Britain, is prohibited by ftatute (i Geo. I.) 
to do it, without renouncing his religion by oath ; 
if he refufe to take this oath of renunciation within 
a limited time, he is not only expelled from the fer-? 
vice, but he incurs alfo a civil death, by being ren- 
dered incapable of bringing any adion at law, or 
fuit in equity j of being a guardian, executor, or 
adminiftrator ; of taking a legacy or deed of giftj 
of being in any office in Great Britain ; of voting 
at any eledion for members to ferve in Parliament ;. 
and fliall moreover forfeit the fum of 500I. to any 
perfon that will inform againfl: him. If candour 
and good faith be to be holden with the loyal fub- 
jcfts who tender their ferviccs to their country, 
prefs-gangs and recruiting ferjeants fliould be pre- 
ceded by heralds to announce the pains and penal- 
ties which thofe who retain the faith of their ancef- 
tors will incur by being forced or enlifted into the 
fervice of their country j, It is well known that up- 
wards 



wards of feventy tboufand ri^cruita viete r^ifei, in 
Ireland during the American war ; apf) a^ the I^gi^ 
lature ba^ now declared tbiq Iri(b Romftn C^pUc& c^r 
pable and worthy of ferving tjicir ^jng J>n4 Coqntf ^i 
tbefe obfervations will pot be found m^leyap^ t<^^9 
fubieS of this Hiftory. 

There would be little iieed q£ offering lH>untii&| 
of fifteen guineas per miE^fi for cinliftipg recruitSt if 
the recruiting ferjeamcs were prpp/^rly infh:u^4 to 
difplay the liberal and noble and irrefiCUble t^ois of 
the Iri& Roman Catholics' epgagemeqt. " Wei- 
** come, brave, loyal and fre^ fpldjiers! Lo»g live 
*« the King, the happy and free Conftitutioij ! Wel- 
** come into your long loft rights ; your liberty of 
** perfon, of property, of fervice and ojf Qonfciesfc* 
^* Your loving, your generous, your gloripus cpiwh 
^' try calls for your lervices to crulh the tyranpy, 
^' flavery and wickednefs of your Gallic n^ighbojurSf 
*^ Which of you can withfta^d the emhufiaftic glow 
^« pf fuch a call ? To crujDi tyra^py, and giv to. 
** mankind that liberty which you yourftlyes ^pjpy 
" in fucb an eminei;it degree. Live the c^xi& of 
*' Britifli freedom! Once enli/ied^ my br^ye i§U. 
*' lows ! you wilt be happy to i^crifice your all ta 
** fupport it. For the momen; of your eqg^eioysnt 
^^ is the word of command Co re.sK)Uim;e y<Mir reMr 
^^ gipn ; the pradice of it you will be di%en^ 
" \^ith, or marflialled by beat of drMp ^p a bwcr 
*• and purer fervice. Whilft^pu remain ^d^rthe 
^' jurifdidion of the Britifli Parlijameat yc^ ftuU 
*' be civilly dead, that you in^y. f^lly knpi^ the 
** benefit of returning into your pwij frep find ble^ 
^^ country ; and fliould fortune ble& yp^u yfifk pru^r 
** money, five hundred pound? of it will rf W)ir4 i^e 
*^ good fervices of a neighbourly informier, ihat 
^^ you did not make a timely renuncjf^ipq of yoAir 
*' religion/' 

On the 2 2d of February, m the Houfc of Pesefj, 

Lord 
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Lord Farnham propofed an amendment touthis claufc 
of the Roman Catholic Bill, by rendering its opera- 
tion conditional, until Great I3ritain (hould pafs a 
fimilar law to open the army and navy to CathoJics 
throughout the whole Britifl) empire. But the 
Chancellor oppofed the amendment ; " for/' faid 
be, " it could not be fuppofed that his Majefty 
** would appoint a man to fuch a poft, until the 
•^ laws of the empire fliould fully qualify him to afl 
♦*^ in every part of it. It was more than probable, 
" a fimilar law to this would be adopted in England 
•* before the lapfe of two months, and on this 
*^ ground the amendment would be wholly unnecef- 
** fary." The learned Lord forgot that the Aft of 
Geo. L applies its rigorous efFeds exprefsly to foldiers 
andfeamen as well as to officers. / Eleven months are 
now elapfed fince this liberal promife was holden 
out, and the feverity of the law is ftill fully opera- 
tive againft every Roman Catholic who rendefs him- 
felf liable to it by engaging in the military or naval 
fervice of his country. 

On the 8th of the month the combined armies 
engaged the French near Maulde, in which the Bri- 
tifti troops turned the fate of the day in their fa- 
vour; and on the 25th the combined forces under 
the Prince of Saxe Cobourg and of his Royal High- 
nefs defeated the enemy, and drove them from the 
ftrong and • important camp of Famars, of which 
they took poffeffion. The French entered without 
refiftance the fmall town of Fumes and threatened 
Oftend. The ifland of Tobago was taken from the 
French. The King of PrufTia had been for a long 
lime before Mentz with an immenfe army. The 
Royalifts rofe in a formidable body in Britany, and 
gained feveral advantages over the Republicans. 
About the clofe of the month a body of 600 French 
emigrants was raifed in England and taken into our 
paj^-, they were commanded by* the Count de la 

Chatre^ 
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Chatre, but were not embodied till they arrived at 
Oftend. An offer was made by Government to 
embody five legions of French emigrants, of 600 
men each ; but the difagreements among themfelves, 
their obje6lions to the commanders intended to be 
placed over them, or their coldnefs or their defpair 
in the caufe, defeated the intentions of Government, 
and this fingle legion of Monf. de la Chatre was in 
the courfe of feveral months with great difficulty 
formed. 



CHAP. 



CHAPTER IV. 
jCiliE, 1793. 



CONTENTS. 



Mr. Birches motion in ihe Commons^ about a rumoured 
fcarcity of arms'^Debates in the Lords upon Lord 
Awkland^s Memorial'^ Lord Stanbope^s motion for 
printing our Treaties with the Continental Powers 
'^Dumourier in London — Valenciennes be/ieged — 
Support given in Ireland to Commercial Credit — ^ 
Traitorous Correfpondence Billpqffed in Ireland. 



J: E W things of any material confequence oc- 
curred during the courfe of the current month 
either in or out of Parliament. Mr. Birch in con- 
fequence of the rumoured fcarcity of arms, and 
knowing the fa£t to be, that feveral regiments of 
militia and regulars had applied unfuccefsfully for 
arms, moved in the Houfe of Commons, that an ac- 
count be laid before the Houfe of the quantity of 
fmall arms in (lore in the Tower. Mr. Rofe op- 
pofed the motion \ and Mr, Birch confented to de- 
fer it* On this occafion Mr. Sheridan afTerted with- 
out being contradided, that it was rumoured and 
credited, that there were not at that time more than 
*twb or three thoufand (land of fmall arms in the 
Tower, which if a fa^ was a criminal negle^ that 

ought 



ought ta be enquired into, and traced to thofe who 
had been guilty of fuch negled. It was to him an 
additional proof, that the whole of the late tremen- 
dous preparations and formidable entrenchment^ ol 
the Tower againft internal dangers were mere fidlion 
and pretence. 

The confideration of Lord Auckland's memorial 
to the States General had been feveral times at- 
tempted to be brought before the Lords by the Earl 
of Stanhope: on the 17th inft. he made his pro- 
mifed Motion in a very full houfe. His fpeech on 
this occafion was chiefly grounded on the idea. That 
all Memorials holding language of ill-timed menace 
only ferved to irritate and provoke retaliation. Such 
had been the proclamation of General Burgoyne 
to the Americans ; fuch thofe of the Duke of 
Brunfwick to the French. He pointedly reprobated 
the ijlea of appropriating to our caufe the avenging 
arm of Divine Providence : the fuccefe of war was 
not to determine the juftice of the caufe * in the de- 
crees of the Almighty, any more than the morality 
and virtue of individuals were to be eftimated by 
their temporal profperity in this life. Lord Gren* 
Yille defended the Memorial as grounded in the fpi- 
rit of the Ambaffador's Inftruftions, the Speech of 
bis Majefty, and the Addrefll-s of both Houfes of 
Parliament upon it. His Royal Highnefs the Duke 
of Clarence took an opportunity in this debate of 
exprefGng his fentiments upon the war. Not con- 
ceiving that any thing cruel in its tendency or qp- 
preffive in its nature could originate with a Britilh 
fubjeft, he had been willing to attribute the com-^ 
pofition of this Memorial to the Auftrian Minifr 
ter who had figned it jointly vith our Ambafla- 
dor. He was^ forry that his conjecture was ground^ 
lefs. With regard to the war, though he though^ 
it had commenced on the principles of juftice and 
neceffity, he found neither pf- thofe principles to 
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warrant its continuance ; he had the fatisfaSion to 
fee the avowed objeft of th^ war obtained. The 
danger which had threatened Holland was complete- 
ly removed; there had ceafed therefore the imme- 
diate and only avowed caufe for which we had un- 
dertaken the war. Lord Auckland offered nothing 
new in his own defence, which he refted upon what 
had fallen from the Secretary of State. The Chan- 
cellor was very animated in fupport of his old friend's 
Memorial, and pointedly decifive for carrying on 
the war at all rifques (though with Lord Scarbo- 
rough's referve upcm its profecution) till the honour 
of this country to ifa allies were in its fulleft extent 
difcharged, and tbeir fecurity enfured. In reply to 
the Chancellor and the other fervants of the Crown, 
who had fpoken upon the fubjeft, the Earl of Guild- 
ford faid, " he rofe to anfwer a queftion that had 
" been that day more than onde put by different 
'• noble Lords. It had been afted, with whom 
" were Minifters to treat for peace ? In anfwer he 
" would fay, that their fituation was as extraordi- 
'' nary as it was lamentable ; if they found enemies 
" to fend armies againft, and could not find out 
*' perfons fit to' negociate a peace with.** An 
amendment of Lord Grenville's to the Earl of Stan- 
hope's motion, which went to approve of the Me- 
morial, was put and carried without a divifion. 

With the fame vigilance with which the noble 
Lords who reprobated the Memorial of Lord 
Auckland attended to the honour of the country, 
did they on a future day exert themfelves in en- 
deavouring to fecure its fafety. The Earl of Stan- 
hope moved for the printing of certain Treaties 
which this country had entered into with the powers 
of the Continent. This was oppofed by Lord Gren- 
ville, to whom the Duke of Norfolk replied, and 
forcibly reprobated the unprecedented and danger- 
ous 
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bus delay of laying fuch important papers before the 
Houfe, for the opinion of their Lordffiips : there 
were no lefs than three treaties oflFenfive and defen- 
five entered into between this country and confi- 
derable continental powers, figned in May lad, 
and not prefented to the Houfe till within two or 
three days of the clofe of the feffion. His Grace 
was defirous that .they fhould be printed, that 
the country might know to what extent the 
war was about to be carried; and that Mlnifters 
were hazarding a long continuance of calamitous 
evils, by entering into the views of a variety of 
continental powers. The motion was loft. Thus 
clofed the fefSon of a parliament, convened upon 
the ftrength of .fads which are univerfally known 
not to have exifted • ; and fupported throughout 
by an implicijt confidence, and unlimited credit 
to Minifters for an equal neceffity of enforcing 
and fupprefling the grounds of the ftrongeft mea- 
fures. 

Nearly about the tinje that the combined armies 
laid regular fiege to Valenciennes, Dumourier 
came to London. Whether any public or private 
fpeculation brought him over is not afcertained; 
he remained but two days in town, and was forced 
to quit the kingdom under the provifions of the 
Alien A a. 

The ruipous confequences of the war fpread over 
every part of the Britifli empire; Government 
found itfelf obliged in Ireland to lend fupport to 
the drooping credit of the very firft commercial 

' * The words of the A6t (30 Geo. 2. c, 25. fee. 46) by vir- 
tue of which this parliament was convened and the roih'tia drawn 
out and embodied, are m cafe of a^ual tnvojlon or upon imminent 
danger thereof or in cafe of rebellion. It is tlicn correal to Half, 
that neither of th^fe cafes was known to have exiHed. 
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powers ; and Parliament undertook to make good 
the fom of 200,000/. which the Bank bad ad- 
vanced to mercantile perfons with intereft at 5 
per cent. The Parliament of Ireland paiTed alfo 
a Traitorous. Correfpondence Bill| iimilar to that 
pafled in Great Britain. 
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.LTHOUGH the Parliament had clofcd the 
feffion, it was ftill found requifite to keep awake the 
fpirit of alarm and agitation whkh had feized the 
Nation from the month of December. The meant 
of attempting this were as fingular as they were 
new. As the meafure was not in its nature tran- 
lient, but is in fome degree ftill operating its effed 
upon the public, it is peculiarly incumbent upon me 
to apprize my reader of its origin, nature and ten- 
dency. Mr. Reeves's aflbciation now thought pro- 
per to bring before the public a collected fum of 
their meritorious fervices to the country, with an 
unequivocal avowal of their views and proceedings. 
They accordingly publilhed a confiderable volume of 

their' 
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their affociation papers with a well written preface, 
which befpeaks the pen of talent and information. 
And when we throw our eye over the lift of 18 
names which form their committee, from the known 
- abilities, knowledge and refpeftablity of the indivi- 
duals who compofe it, I will readily own, that an 
implicit credit might have been expe^ed from the 
Nation for every meafure they fhould adopt. It is 
therefore certainly a hazardous, and probably an in- 
vidious tafk to fpeak otherwife than in commenda- 
tion of the proceedings of fuch refpefted members 
of this community. 3ut, amicus Plato, magis arnica 
Veritas. In the colleftcd view and review of the 
lat^ public meafures I cannot help feeing a concerted 
league to introduce or revive in this country a fpirit 
and principle difavowed fince the 3era of our Revo- 
lution, in order to engraft upon them a fyftem of 
meafures, that \vould have received neither. life nor 
vigour from the old ftock of the Britifti Conftiiution. 
I view Mr. Bqrkp as the JEolus of this league. He 
formally anatheipatifes every man who condemns 
him and his book, as condemning of courfe all the prin-- 
ciples of the Conjiitutional Whigs of this Kingdom^ 
His zealous colleagues or imitators fet out upon the 
fame claim of infallibility of doftrine, and confi- 
dently announce to the public* that they can have 
no enemies, but fuch as the law would term offenders. 
Their chief aim in this preface is to convince the 
public, f that none of the King's Minifters " knew 
" or heard of this affociation, tiil they fa w. the firft 
" advertifement in the public prints. It was planned 
" without their knowledge, and has been conduced 
" to the- prefent moment without their aid. The 
" Minifter had no more to do with this affociation, 
" than of the i^wo thoufand and more that were 
" formed in other parts of the Kingdom." So pc-. 



* Preface, p. iv. ^ f Ibidem. 
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culiar a folicitude to deprive his Majeily's Minifters 
of any (bare or merit in eftablilhing and forwarding 
an inllitution, to which none but publU offenders of 
the laws of their country could be enemies^ befpeaks a 
degree of doubt either as to the truth of the affer- 
tion, or the propriety of the fact. If however we 
reflect upon the coohiefs with which Minifters were 
urged in the Houfe of Commons to (late the grounds 
of the flrong meafures they were then taking, and 
th^t they were either unable or unwilling to admit 
or difclofe them; we muft neceffarily allow fome 
clofer and more intimate connexion with Minifters 
than ordinary, that could have authorized men of 
fo much refpeftability to declare unequivocally to 
their country, that * it was known " that emiffaries 
'' were paid by France to Jtir up /edition ; and engi- 
** , neers fent to ajfiji in military operations ; that a re- 
'* volt was planned in the beginning of December^ when 
*' the Tower was to have been Jeized : the agents in 
** thefe defigns whether French or Englijh were like" 
*' wife knownJ* If fuch things were known^ either 
through. Minifters to thefe affociators, or through 
thefe aflbciators to Minifters, the country had a call, 
an irrefiftible call for example and vengeance againft 
the delinquents. Thefe acts, which are fo publicly 
declared to be known^ were a£ls of the higheft and 
rankeft treafon : and by the i Ed. 6. it is enacted, 
that concealment or keeping fee ret any high treafon fhall 
he from henceforth adjudge^', deemed and taken mifpri* 
fion of treafon^ and the offendtr therein fhall forfeit 
and fuffer as in cafes of jnifprifion of treafon as here- 
tofore hath been ufed. I wilh not to throw refponfi- 
bility where none is affumed. The aifociators have 
very explicitly undertaken to avow and defend 
their different publications, and have boafted not 
lightly of the happy effedls they have already pro- 
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pfodwed. • ** Thefe papers confift of two claflibs. 
*' The firft are fuch publications as the fociety or- 
'^ dered to be printed, after they had been perufed 
*^ and approved by the .committee. The^fecond 
*^ confifts of tra£ls that were put to the prefs wiih- 
'^ out the fpecial diredion or approbation of the 
** committee by a perfon in whom the con^mittee 
** confided, h was endeavoured by fuch pubiica- 
" tions as the prefent, to counteta,ft the poifon that 
*' had beea diffeminated, and to reftore the minds 
^ of the people to that tone of good fenfe, which 
♦* had ever been the charaSeriftic of this country. 
*^ The fuccefs fully ^iifwered the expeftation: by 
** thefe means falfchood was refuted, fophiftry ex- 
'* pofed-, and fedition repelled : the peculiar happi- 
'* nefs of our Conftitution was difptayed ; defigns 
** pf pretended reformers were examined ; and the 
** principles of civil fociety were fully opened and 
'* explained." 

As the different papers are not publifhed in th^ 
order of their refpeSive claffes, the public may be 
at a lofs to kno,w to what clafs each paper ought to 
be referred. The Committee has however gene- 
roufly undertaken the refponfibility of| both claffes. 
The re publication of a work writtea by an author 
of no mean repute, evidently argues a more unequi- 
vocal and refleded approbation of the dodh-ines 
contained in it, than the firft publication of a new 
produdion. More ferious inference is therefore to 
be drawn from the Committee's adopting and re- 
publifhing the doftrines of Mr. Soame Jenyns, upon 
the bafis of our Conftitution, than from their in- 
ftrufting the nation, through the mouth of Thomas 
Bull, that the oily chrifm gives civil power, and 
that God alone makes Kings f . No man who wiihes 

♦ Page xi. 

■\ Vide Ni>. 1. Second Part of Aflbciation Papers, p. 4. 
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to preferve the fpirit and bring of the Britifli Cotl. 
ftitution^ will furelj at this day be hardy enough to 
deny, that the democratical part of that Conftituti- 
011 confifts of and is fupported by the fr^e reprefen- 
tafhes of fbe feopk in Pfurliament. To what other 
end can the people be told, that fiich reprefentation 
is impoffiUe, and that it is no part of the Englifli 
ConfHtution, unlefs it be for the wicked purpofe of 
deftroying all confidence in the Houfe of Commons, 
depriving it of ks refpeft, at!id divciting the propte 
frotn Jibbing up to their reprefea^atives for redrcfs 
in all their gi?ievances ? Was this above all others, 
a time to teach the people of Great Britain, that 
• ** the corruption of the Members of the Houfe 
^^ of Commons will always increafe in proportion 
ff XQ their power, beca^fe they have more ifo fell 

m No. £X. ASbdVtion Paip^rii) |>. 129. Thcmghtson a Par* 
liameivtairy fUfontiy by Soame Jeoyns^ Efq. Having coin- 
mitted inyfeif to the public laft y^^r upon this araongS oth X 
conftiiutional queftions, I cannot help qpotirvg from my work 
the dodnn^ I fhftie' adopted ^ by way of an apology for having 
iiftid io mooh upfon tiiere paWrcatjons of Mr. Reevecf's Aifocia- 
ttoB. The danger becooMg Ttally ferious, when ^e are told^ 
that above two thoufand fuck AQbciationa are already formed. 
Appendix to Lex Parrtamcniaria^ p* 43 j, ouoted in Jura Ang, 
p. 450. *' There is tidthmg ougfct to be fo dear to the Commons 
** of Great Brft^rat at a firee ParliaiDciit ; that is, a Houfe of 
** Commenft every way firee ^nd independent either of th^ Lords 
". or Mifliftry, &c. \}rn in their perfons; free in their eflates ; 
^^ free in their ekAionsj f^ee in their ret urijs^ ; jfr^^ in their 
*• affcmbKng; free vck their fpeethcs, debates and dctermina- 
** tionsj^AW to eomplaif) of offei«fer»j ^^^ in t^ieir profecu- 
*^ tkins fbr offei!ices» and therein free from the fear and fniiuence 
<* of others how gredt focv^r ; free to gu^rd againft the fn- 
" broachments of arbitrary power ; f^ to preferve the liberties 
*« and properties of the fubj^iSls ; and yet free to part with a 
*• ftiare of thofi^ propcrtrcs, when ntccflFary, for tire fervice of 
^ the public : nor can he be jaftly efleemed a repreft'ntative of 
** the people of Britain^ who does not fincerely endeavour to 
'' dvfend their jiift rights and libertleB againft all invafions what- 
« foevicr." 
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and are more neceflary to be bought ? Thofe 
who cannot make a fhift with fuch a Parliament^ 
mujl have none. 

" Let us now fee what would be the effeft of thiS 
independent. Parliament if obtained. By an in- 
dependent Parliament, in the language of the 
prefent times, is to be underftood a Parliament in 
which the majority would oppofe any Adminiftra- 
tion : now no arguments are neceflary to prove, 
that with fuch a Parliament no public bufinefs 
whatever could be tranfafted, nor any Govern- 
ment fubfift. But it will be faid. This is not 
what is wilhed for, but one in which the Mem- 
bers (hall be always ready to fupport the meafures 
of Minifters when right, and to refift them when 
wrong, unawed and uninfluenced, and guided 
only by the dictates of their own judgment and 
confcience. This indeed is what every wife man 
would defire, but no wife man will expeft to fee, 
,as lio fuch aflembly, if numerous, ever exifted in 
this or in any country, from the beginning of the 
world to the prefent hour ; nor ever can, unlefs 
mankind were melted down and run in a new 
mould : as they are now formed, in every nu- 
merous aflembly, there mufl: be fome who have 
no judgment, and others who have no confcience, 
and fome who have neither : take away felf-in- 
terefl:, and all thefe will have no ftar to fteer *by^ 
but mud fail without a compafs, jufl: as the gales (rf 
favour or refentment of popular abfurdity or their 
own fliall direft them : a Minifter therefore mud 
be poflefled of fome attraftive influence to enable 
him to draw together thofe difcordant particles 
and unite them in a firm and folid majority, 
without which he can purfue no meafures of pub"- 
lie utility with fl:eadinefs or fuccefs. An inde- 
dependent Huufe of Com?nons is no part 0/ the Eng- 
lijh Conjiitutim*'* Such are the ideas of the ne- 

ceflity 
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ccffity of the corruption and venality of a Britiih 
Houfe of Commons taught and maintained in this 
new Palladium of our Conftitution. Undue influ- 
ence over the judgment of the reprefentatives is ne- 
ceflfary miflruit, contempt and ridicule of the con- 
flituents for their reprefentatives. 

As to the doftrine of Thomas Bull, which thefe 
leaguers revive adopt and inculcate, if it mean 
any thing, means in the common arid accepted 
terms of the Englifli language, that the King of 
Great Britain reigns over his people jure divino^ or 
that he is immediately appointed King by God and 
not by the people : and which of the eighteen mem- 
bers of the committee will ftand forth like Sir Ro- 
bert Filmer the avowed champion of this doctrine, 
and ra(hly attempt to Un Locke thofe revolution prin- 
ciples upon which along the Conditution Ijtands ? 
Confident as thefe leaguers are in denouncing all 
their enemifs as offenders againft the law^ it is pro- 
per to weigh their loyalty in the fcalc of their pre- 
tended doftiine. On the i ith of December 1792 
this Club de Surveillance kindly undertook to remind 
the good people of England whom they had taken 
in tow, to condufl: fafely into the haven of the Cori- 
Aitution, that the notion of a iibel may be applied to 
any defamation whatever. Hawk. P. C. /. i. c. y^,^ 
That a libel is a contumely or reproach to the defamation 
of Government. Com. Dig. Libel. A. That.mali^ 
cious defamations of vny perfors^ efpecially a magifrate^ 
made public by either printings writings fign^ or pic- 
tures^ in order to expofe him to public hatred, contempt 
or ridicule, are puniftjable as libels. Bl. Com. L 4. 
€• 4. — And thefe Conftitution-mongers tell the 
fame good people of England, that their repre- 
fentatives in Parliament are neceffarily corrupt, and 
muft be both bought and. fold. That it is phyfi- 
cally impoflible that their reprefentatives fliould 
be fo unawed and uninfluenced as to be ready 
to fupport the meafur^ of Minifters when right, ^ 

." and 



and to refill them when wrong. That the greateft 
part of the Houfe ot Commons can havt no ether 
ftar to fteer by than felf-int^red ; and that majorities 
in that Houfe muH neceflarily be formed by mi- 
nifterial infiuence ; that an independent Houfe of 
Commons is no part of the Engliih Conflitution ; 
that the Conftitution has hitherto fubfifted by the 
minifterial influence of the Commons; that the 
reafon why we cannot prefer vc the weakh, honour j 
power and dominion which we once enjoyed is, be- 
caufe the means of minifterial influence are no 
longer fuiHcient to fatisfy the demands of ambition 
and the hunger of fedtion. If the Commons of 
Great Britain, who have fometimes exercifed their 
power in punifliing a fevere or difrefpedful obferva- 
tion in a newfpaper, (hall choofe to acquiefce in this 
exaggerated mafs of calumny and difgrace, there 
needs no great fagacity to foretell the early extinc- 
tion of the refpeA dignity and power of their 
Houfe ; and the immediate and neceffary miftruft, 
contempt and ridicule of the conflittients for their 
raprefentatives. 

Lefs dangerous to the Conflitution of this coun* 
try were the doArines of Thomas Paine, which de- 
nied its exiftence, than of thefe aflR^ciated leaguers 
which teach the neceffity of fuch abufes. Dangerous 
at all times is a fyftem of Clubs and Aflbciations 
under the blind influence of any demagogues : but 
what is not to be apprehended from the joint eflForts 
of two or three thoufand Aflbciations eftabliflied for 
the avowed purpofe of diffufing through the Nation 
fuch dangerous and falfe doftrines concerning the 
Sovereign's title to the Throne, and fuch bafe and 
fcandalous calumnies and libels againfl: the Houfe of 
Commons ? 

The attention of the Cabinet was now drawn 

chiefly to the operations of the fleets and armies by 

which the power of the Gallic Republicans was to 

be crufhed. They had long before fent out a confi- 

3 ' derable 
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detrabte fleet tb the Mediterf anean under Lord ttoocf. 
And in order to fecure every advantage to this 
Country, which could be procured at fea, they com- 
mitted the command of the Channel fleet to Lord 
Howe, an officer of uncommon (kill in naval taftics, 
who had already frgnalized himfelf in America by 
the fuperiority of hw abilities and the warmth (^ his 
zeal in crufting the powers of a nafcenr republic. 
They were flattered with the accounts of the various 
fuccefles in dififerent quarters. The fettlements of 
Miquclon and St. Pierre had furrendered without 
refiftance to the Britifh arms. Conde had furren- 
dered after a long blockade to the Duke of Wir- 
temburg, as had the city of Mayence to the King 
of Pruffia, who permitted the garrifon to march 
out with all the honours of war, carrying their 
arms, baggage and other effeds, on condition of 
not ferving for one year Sfgainft the allied armies. 
They accordingly marched immediately againft the 
Royalifts in the Vendee and elfewhere. Valenciennes 
capitulated after a fiege of near two months. The 
garrtfoii was reduced from 11,000 to 4,500 men; 
and the allies during the fiege threw 489,800 fhells 
and balls into the town. Accounts not fo flattering 
were at this time received from the Weft: Indies. 
Admiral Gardner had on the 1 4th of Jume landed 
fome troops on the iiland of Martinico ; he had 
taken a fbrt, and bad been joined by a confiderable 
number of Royalids : a moft unaccountable miftakc 
had happened, confidering the fmall number of men 
which he had landed ; the Bridfli trodps fired upon 
each other and killed' above one hundred and fifty 
men. A difpute alfo arofe between the Admiral 
and the General ; and they difgracefully quitted the 
ifland on the 17 th of the fame month. Sufficient 
details of this unfortunate expedition have not 
reached us to enable us to point out the immediate 
caufes of its failure. It feems to have been either 
too long deferred, or unadvifedly undertaken, with- 
out 
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out any preconcerted plan or preparation. When 
the Admiral failed from the ifland to America to. 
avoid the hurricanes, the beach was covered with 
the unfortunate Royalifts who had joined him upon 
his landing, imploring him to tranfport them out of 
the reach of their cruel enemies ; they were inhu- 
inanly left to their fate, and it is fuppofed that our 
appearance upon the iiland for three days had 
caufed the greateft part of them to be executed. Of 
fuch dire confequences are either dilatory or half 
planned meafures againft fo irritable and determined 
an enemy. 

The colIeQing of the fenfe of the Roman Catho- 
lic body in Ireland by ele£bion of delegates and 
their deputation to the Throne, although attended 
by no fymptpm of turbulence or mfurreSion 
throughout the kingdom, was a meafure fo unex- 
peQedly efficacious in procuring their relief, that 
the Chancellor was determined to prevent a poffible 
^ repetition of fuch a furprife. He accordingly 

[ brought in a Bill to prevent the ele^ion or appointment 

of unlawful ajfemblks^ under pretence of preparing or , 
prefent^ng public petitions or other addrejes to his 
Majejiy or the Parliament. This moft extraordinary 
aft recites, (hat the eledion or appointment of af- 
femblies purporting to reprefent the people or any 
dejcription or number of the people, under pretence 
of preparing or prefenting petitions, complaints, 
remon(lrances and declarations and other addrefles 
to the King or to both or either of the Houfes of 
Parliament, for alteration of matters eftabliflied by 
law or redrcfs of alledged grievances in church and 
ftate, may be made ufe of to ferve the ends of fac- 
tious and feditious perfons, to the violation of the 
public peace and the great and manifeft encourage- 
. ment of riot, tumult and diforder : and it enads 
that all fuch affemblies, committee, or other bodies 
of perfons elefted or otherwife conftituted or ap- 
pointed are unlawful affemblies : and that all per- 
fons 
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Tons givkig or publifliing notice of the ele£lion to 
be made of fuch perfons or delegates, or attending 
or voting or afting therein by any means, are guilty 
of a high mifdemeanor. The aA ends with a de- 
claration that nothing in it (hall be conftrued to 
prevent or impede the undoubted right pf his Ma- 
jefty's fubjefts to petition the King or Parliament for 
redrefs of any public or private grievance.. 

It behoves every man to abftain from irreverent 
obfervations upon a public act of any Legiflature to 
which his Majefty has given his Royal confent. 
This a£l: of the Irifh Parliament is exprefsly founded 
upon the poj/ibility of thofe aft ions being abufed, 
which are thereby rendered unlawful, and which, 
were therefore lawful before its paffing. A Britifli 
fubjeft to whom they are ftill lawful may be allowed 
to throw out fome few remarks upon the nature of 
that liberty which Englifhmen enjoy of petitioning 
againfl: grievances, and the rights which that liberty 
neceffarily beftows. The example of a fifter king- 
dorh may poffibly render fome preventative reflec- 
tions upon the fubjeft not wholly nugatory. 

It always was ihe undoubted right of EngHfliraen 
to petition the King or both or either of the Houfel 
of Parliament againft any public or private griev- 
aiice : this right is founded in the very effence of 
the Conftitutioa : it cannot therefore be extinguiflied 
. without a grievous violation of the Conftitution. If 
on any occafion it has been found neceflary by the 
legiflature to.impofe certain conditions upon the ex- 
ercife of it, they were only calculated to preferve 
the right itfelf in greater fecurity. Thus we fee af- 
ter the reftorationof Charles IL that the Parliament 
were of opinion that tumultmus ani other diforderlj 
foliciting and procuring hands by private perfons to 
fuch petitions had been made ufe of to ferve the 
ends of faftious perfons, and had been a great 
irieans of the late unhappy wars, cojifufion and c^i- 
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lamities in che Nation. It therefore provided thtt 
no perlbn ihould procure above twenty Danifrs to 
any onf& petUion without the coxifent of three ^juf- 
tices or of the major part of the Grand Jury ; 9n4 
that no petition (hould be adualiy prefcmed by a 
larger number than ten under the penaky of one 
hundred pounds and nine months imprifoBment. 
Even thete checks upon the exercife of this right 
w^re ib jealoufly viewed by the nation, that it 
was dedared by the Bill of Rights at the Revo- 
lution, that it is the right cf the fubjelis t» petitim 
tie King^ and all eommitmentf and ptojeeutims for 
fueh petitioning are illegal. 

Where the end is lawful, all necefiary means of 
attaining it are alfo lawful. 1 he fub)e£ls of Eng- 
land who by this aft of i WiUiam and Mary have a 
general unqualified right to petition the Crown, can- 
not know tne nature of a public grievance but by 
communication with each other uppn the fubjed \ 
nor can this be bad without affembling or meeting : 
if therefore the meeijpg pf any number of fubjeSs 
for this purpofe were to be declared an unlawful meet' 
ing^ and the perions fo meeting pr promoting fucb 
meeting were to be arrefled and become guilty of a 
high mifdemeanor, Engliibmen would be then lia^ 
ble to commitments and pro&CQtions for petitioAiiiig 
the King, againft the exprefa provifion of the BiS 
of Rights. The drawing up and Hgning of the pe- 
tition is evidently included in the right 9/ petitipning*^ 
To render the inchoate ad unlawful, i& 10 n^ke the 
completion of it criminal. 

If the raoft facred rights of EngUfhm^n, that q^pi 
only be exercifed by the affemblage of feveral per- 
fons, can be wrefted from them upon the bare pifffi^ 
biiity of Ibme mifchief happening from any number 
of perfons meeting together, there will be an end 
of their Conftitution, and they may bid an everlaft- 
ing farewell to all the rights and liberties they now 

enjoy 
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tfijoy. However it may be thought by foiiie, that 
in Ireland licentioufnefs is of nearer kin to liberty 
than in England, we £nglt(hn>en have fuH confi- 
dence in our Legifiattire, that the peaceftil and tem« 
perate manner in which we have for this laft century 
exercifed that right ihall not ground a pretext for 
depriving us of it merely becaufe there is a poffibi* 
lity of our abufiag it hereafter. As welt might we 
be deprived of the right of cboofiiig our repre»- 
fentatives if^ Parliament becaufe popular ele^ions 
frfaj be made tffi ef I0 ferve the ends of faiikus and 
feditims ferfont^ to the 'violation of the public peace 
ahd th4 ^reai and manifeft encouragement of riot^ tumult 
and diforder. By that very fpirit in which our an- 
ceftor» thought for a time that the exercifis of the right 
(houid be fow^ewhstt' reflrained and regulated becaufe 
it "had been ufed- in a iwduhmus and dijhrderly man- 
ner, do we c^nfitfe that it wodld be enlarged and 
confirmed (were it defirable) to us for the regu- 
larity and order with wbieh we h^ve uniformly 
exercifed it. 

When we refteft, that the patrons of more than 
two thoufand aflbeia.tions have under the counte- 
nance and regards of the Britlfh' Miniflry, broached 
doftvines fo emphatically confotiant with the fpirit 
aiHl words of the frifh Convention A£l, the appre- 
henfion of a like experiment in this country cannot 
be groundleftv It is notorioiHi thai feveral meetings 
of the focieties called the Fri&nds cf the People and 
Friends of the Liberty of the Pre/sv/ere btidj at which 
refolutioos and declarations were publifficd as the 
afts of thefe foeietie«. Thofe Who admitted of their 
reafottjp, of courfe found them conftitutibnal ; tbofir 
who thought theih lediiious cr trcafonable, eon* 
demned the Government of the moft crtminat ti/ni- 
dity or negleft for not executing^ the rigottr of th% 
laws- agaihfi the delinquents, who were all known 
and open to th^ \\ni\ke of their offended country. 

H h 1 hi^ 
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This fuperxntending aifociation of Mr. Reeves has 
made the avowal of having formed ixkU for the pre* 
/ervation of the public fecurity^ and of the Conftiiutkn 
itfelf\ for uniting and engaging to lend ajfiftance to the 
civil Magiftrate in difcovering and bringing to juftice 
(offenders of the moft dangerous defcription^ thofe wLo 
endeavour tofubvert the very bajis of our civil rights 
and of our facial happinejs* Affociation Papers, 
No. IV. Jiozv'es^s Anfwer to the Declaration of the 
friends of the Liberty of the Prefs : Apd inftead of 
forwarding or procuring the profecution of any of 
thofe who were ready to avow the publication and 
ftand the trial of its loyalty by their peers ; it aC- 
fumes a power of general accufation and general 
condemnation of their countrymen, without the 
form or pretence even of a public trial. " Wicked 
*'• men,** fay they, " by the means of clubs and 
" affociations, have been fpreading among the lim- 
" pie and ignorant feditious opinions deftf uQive of 
*V good government and . the happinefs of us all. 
*• Good men aflbciate to counterad thefe evil de- 
" fignsj to fupport good Government and to con- 
'^ tinue to us our prefent happinefe. To aflbciate 
*' in the forms in which they do (as appears by the 
'^ printed papers exhibited to this fociety) is always 
** feditious and very often treafonable ; they all appear 
*^ to be offenders again the law* To meet as is now 
" propofed, foriupprefling fedition, for propagating 
*' peaceable opinions, and for aiding the magiftracy 
•' in fubordination to the diredion of the Magif- 
" trates, the lawallqvvs it and the time requires it." 
Then, as if a public grievance could by poflibility 
exift but in the efl'eft of fome aft of the Legifla- 
ture or of Government, againft which they have 
a right to petition and confequently to confult 
about, they very dictatoriouily aiTume to pronounce, 
that " the Society^ after full conftderation of the nU'^ 
" ture of private meetings^ formed with a de/ign to 

" take 
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*' take cognhance of what is tranfaHed by the Execu- 
*' five or Legijlative Powers of the country j are of 
*' opinion J that all fuch meetings are irregular,** 

Notwithftanding leave had been given by the 
Houfe of Commons in Ireland upwards of two 
months to bring in a Bill to improve the rcprefenta- 
tion of the pecspie in Parliament, ftill no farther 
progrefs had been attempted to be made till within 
v«ry few days of, the clofe of Parliament; when 
Sir Hercules Langriflie obferved, "it was fubmitted 
*^ Co the difcuffion of Parliament at a period of the 
** feffion fo far advanced, that muft preclude all pof- 
" Ability of its prefent fuccefs.** He complained 
that it had too long kept up the agitation of the peo- 
ple, and^je was unwilling " it (hould be laid by, 
" as it were to ripen by fermentation. He could 
** not prevail on himfelf to let it go in reference to' 
** the people with the authority of fuch refpeftable 
*f Members as jthofe who patronized it, altogether 
** unqueftioned and uncontroverted ; * at l^aft with- 
" out dating fome of thofe arguments which had 
*' imprefled upon his mind a convidion-of the in- 
" expedience and danger of the meafure/' When 
we refleft upon the confident affurance with which 
the people of Ireland looked up to Parliament at 
the commencement of the feffion for a reform in 
their reprefeutation, we cannot but (hudder at the 
poffible confequences of an animated people being 
fo feverely difappointed in their fondeft hopes and 
proudeft expeftations. If ever they again meet in 
any number to devife or concert meafures for ton- 
veying the fenfe either of that difappointment or of 
their original grievances to the Throne or Parlia- 
ment, it mufl: be in contempt and violation of the 
Convention Ad,: an awful alternative, which muft 
quickly decide the policy of this new and ftrong 
meafiire. 

H h 4 la 
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In order howtjver to meet the wiflicd of the peo- 
ple Co a certain extent, the Parliament paffisd a la- 
bel Bill fimilar to that pafled in England : they al- 
fo granted to his Majefty a civil lift eflablifliment of 
2&2590oqL per annum, by \vhich they limited the 
power of the Crown to grant penfions in the whole 
amount to 83,oooL per annum, and not to exceed 
in any one grant i^aool. unle6 to the royal family 
or on an addrefs : by this zSt alfo the allowance for 
fecret fervices was dinted to 5,0ooL per annum. 
They likewife palled a very popular a6t for exclud- 
ing from the Houfe of Commons certain officers 
and pcafioners under the Crown. 
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CHAPTER Xvil. 
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Dome/tic efeSIs if tl?e war in France — The Irenth r^e 
in artm-^heir forces amount to 1,0^^2,902 mif«— 
LordHo'we^s and the French Fleet atfsa^Our trade 
unproi^aedat Sea — Plan of the Briiijh Cabinet for at- 
tacking Weft Flanders-^^rder for artiHtry^ anrnuni- 
Hon andftores by the Duke tf Torh^^Bemurred to 
by the Duke of Richmond — Three weeks irtferruption 
to the flan^-^The camp of Cafar taken-^rr^The re* 
doubt of Lincellesjtormed by theGuards-^The Duke 
of Tork arrives before Dunkirk — Summons rt-^^e-^ 
neral Omeards anfwer-^Operatkns befbre the 
Siegu 



JL OWERFUL and unprecedented as was the pre- 
fent combination of armed forces agaiaft France, 
which at this time amounted to more than four hiHi* 
dred and ten thoufand maaj befides the navies of 
England, Spain and Holland, it appears incredible 
and unaccountable, ,that the French Republicans 
fhould have refifted even to this hour. But the 
melancholy truth is, that the combination of their 
enemies is the very circumftance that gives them 
ftrength, and our profecution of the war defeats its 
own ends, if thofc ends really be as they are avowed $ 
for crufliing the power of the French Republic. 

btrong 



Strong, violent and fanguinaiy meafures are the 
only means by which they can forward and ftrengtben 
. their prefent revolutionary Government; and the 
war alone can fupply them with plaufible pretexts 
and ready opportunities for carrying them into exe- 
cution. Whatever may be the ultimate views, or in 
whatever point of novelty they may wi(h tp reft their 
future Government, the previoi^s-^ necejTary ftep is a 
total and radical change in the principles and ha- 
bits of the Nation. The war enabled them to con- 
fifcate the property of every man they chofe to fuf- 
pefl : it fupplied the treafury with all ihtfpecie that 
was above ground in the kingdom ; the war drew 
off from fober induftry the aSive citizens; it in- 
fpired theih with ^ fpirit of barbarifm and feroci- 
oufnefs : the war united all jarring intereft at home ; 
it infufed into men a pride in becoming unlike their 
enemies; it prompted them to renounce and revile 
every idea of religious worfbip, and fhake off the 
lafl: link of the chain that had hitherto conne^ed 
moral virtue with their fecial engagements: the war 
had cheapened the value of their lives, and worked 
them up into a delight in bloodfjied ; the war had 
converted the moft tyrannous afts of cruelty and in- ^ 
juftice into the neceffary exertions of republican 
virtue and energy. Barrere in the Convention re- 
ported from the committee of public welfare^ that they 
would on the next day prefent to them a new and 
efficient plan of military meafares. '^* Taftical 
" wars," faid he,%" do not fuit a free Nation. The 
" wars of Kings refemble tournaments, which laft 
" as long as the patience of t;he people can fupport 
" them. The war of the people ought to be a tor- 
^* rent, a flood of liberty/' On that tlay therefore 
(Aug. iG) the people of France declared by th^ 
mouth of their reprefentatives, " that they would 
" ri/e in one bodj^ in defence of their liberty^ of equa- 
*• //// (indof the independence of their tirriiuries and 
3 , <5 the IV 
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" their Conjiituiion.** Their new and lafl: Confti- 
tiuion they had accepted indivi/tbly on the 10th of 
the month. Their forces which were at this time 
either embodied^ or ordered to be immediately em- 
bodied, amounted to the incredible number of 
1,022,902 men. 

Under all tbefe difficulties from their external 
enemies, the French Republicans were at the fame 
timepreffed with the moft alarming infurreAions 
from the Royalifts in the Vendee, and the defec- 
tion of the city of Lyons, which had declared it- 
felf openly againft the Convention. Marfeilles had 
followed ilie example of Lyons ; and Bourdeaux was 
generally fufpefted of the fame difaffeftion towards 
lb€ reigning powers in France. In the acceflion of 
every enemy, foreign or domeftic, a new pretext 
and opportunity aroTe for pillage and flaughter. 

The'*expe£tation8 of this Nation were greatly 
raifed upon the knowledge of Lord Howe's being 
at fea when a French fquadron was certainly out 
of Breft. There is an innate confidence of fuceefs 
in Englifhmen, whenever their fleets have an oppor- 
tunity of engaging the. enemy.. This affurance \f 
oft^ii puflied beyond reafon and prudence, but it is 
always grounded on the fa;ir prefumption of the fu-. 
perior conduft and difcipline of Britifh fearnen* 
It was reprefented in the French Convention, that 
the Britifh Admiral had declined meeting a repub- 
lican fleet, and had bafely returned into port. It 
is generally fuppofed that this French fleet was fu-» 
perior in number to the Britiih, but it is certain, 
that our prudent Admiral did not expofe his fleet 
even to the chance of fuffering from thfe fuperiority 
of the enemy. Though the Nation had been nov/ 
upwarvis of fix months at war, as little attention 
appeared to b.e given either to the protection of our 
own trade or to the annoyance of that of the enemy* 
as if- we were in the fecurity of a profound peace. 

Whatever 
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Whatever difference of opinion there might have 
exifted upon the propriety or ihe neceCIiy of be- 
ginning the war, there was but one femiment on the 
queftion of carrying it on with vigour in every de- 
partment when it was once begun. At one and the 
fame time Julien de J houloufe announced to the 
National Convention, that one hundred and forty-i 
three merchantmen had arrived fafe from the colo- 
nies in the different ports of the republic, and' that 
they had brought home fix thoufand foldiers ; and 
a deputation from our Jamaica merchants waited 
opon^ the Loids of the Admif ahy to reprefent to 
them the deit;ncelefs (late oi that ilhnd, and to 
learn, if poifibte, what force had been fent by Ad^ 
miral Gardner to convoy the homeward bound 
trade then on their paffage, worth more than four 
millions ; they bad the piteous confolation of learn- 
ing that the fafety of this valuable fieet ha^ been 
ccmfided to the proteftion of a fingle fifty gun (hip. 
Btit credit feemed to be given to the affertion of ma- 
ny divines, that Providence had acceded to the com- 
bination againft France; eighty-nine veffels from 
Lifbon and Oporto had been waiting for convoy 
fince the beginning of May, and they were entruft- 
ed at laft to the j^roteftion of the Flora frigate ; both 
fleets however arrived fafe. 

In confidering the progrefs of our arms on the 
continent, iefs attention will be paid to the motions 
of the armies, than to the general views and plans 
of the campaign, which can be traced up to our 
Cabinet at home. Both our officers and men have 
invariably behaved upon all occafions with the re- 
fototion and bravery which have ev^r diftinguiflied 
the Britiih troops. There can be no other anxiety 
for them, than left their valour Ihould be wantonly 
fisMrrificcd to the unavailing projefts, ill-judged plans, 
or the raft enterprifes of the prime rulers of the 
war. No fooner had Valenciennes capitulated, than 

the 
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the Britifh Mitiiftry commutiicnted to the heads' of 
the armies their peretnptory orders for that part of 
the combined forces, \?vhich were in the pay of Great 
Britain, to attack the weft fide, of French Flanders, 
in order to become mafters of the towns of Dun* 
kirk, Bergues, tSravehne, and Calais. This com- 
nismd of the coaft \<roufd keep open all fupplies, and 
effectually prevent the poflibility of being either fur- 
prifed or furroufided. , Whereas at prefent the line 
of communication v^hich die enemy commanded 
from iittle to the fez afforded them every opportu- 
nity of hara^fing the Auftrian Netherlands, and 
obtiged the allies to keep up a very confiderable 
force in thofe parts to prevent a furprife. The fole 
objedion to the enterprife was the latenefs of under- 
taking it. Had the campaign opened with this plan, 
the allied armies might then have proceeded fafely 
and regularly frbm the fea coaft in their progrefs in- 
to the enemy*s country, and have avoided the fatal 
loffes and difgraces vniich they afterwards fufFered. 
It is ufeiefs to notice the difference of opinion upon 
the propriety of this plan, fmce the wifhes of/ the 
Brhifli Cabinet were in faft fubmitted to, though 
decidedly it is faidagaintf the opinions of every Ge- 
neral to whom the projeft was communicated : it 
will be fruitlefs to fpecuiate upon the probable reiulc 
of better plans that never were adopted. 

The welfare of the .public is too deeply engaged 
in the fate of the prefent war, not to feel feverely, 
not to refleft deeply, not to fpeak freely upon its ef- 
fefts and confequences. They enjoy a privilege offome* 
what more dignity and effeB^ than that of idle lamen-^ 
tation over the calamities of their country. The Eng- 
li(h Nation has an innate predileftion for their Royal 
Family ; it is their boafl: to be led on to victory by 
the gallant iflue of their beloved Sovereign. They 
knovc^ no referve to their confidence, no boundaries 
to their credit for his intrepidity, refolution and 
I i ' bravery. 
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bra\'Tery/ But they look to the combination of coun- 
cils, as well as of forces, for a fupply of that ex- 
perience, which the blelTings of a ten years peace 
have deprived the warlike youth of an opportunity 
of acquiring. The candour and fympathy of the 
Englifh Nation will not permit his early laurels to 
. be blighted by the ftorms which others raifed, and 
which he could not avoid. 

The war on the continent from this time affuilies 
a new and unprecedentied form: theplaas of opera- 
tions were didated to the commanders of the armies 
by a diftant cabinet, neither on the fpot to fcize the 
advantages of the ever fliifting turns of fortune, nor • 
compofed of men of any military knowledge or ex- 
perience. Top great however were the dependen- 
cies of the allies upon the Britifh Government for 
fubfidies, for fupplies and for fhipping, not to re- 
ceive, though with reludanee, the plans impofed 
upon them by the Britifli Cabinet. In all human 
events and circumftances, one principle of adlion 
is invariably and unexceptionably to be followed. 
Though the adoption of a plan be flow or doubt- 
ful, its execution muft^be ever prompt and vigorous. 
No fooner had it been determined in council that the 
iirmies were to. be feparated, and that the Puke of 
York was to undertake the attack of Weft Flanders, 
with the Britifli, Hanoverian, Heflian, Dutch, and 
fonic Auftrian troops, than he initantly fent dver to 
the Mailer of the Ordnance an exaft lift of the 
ordnance, ammunition and ftores which were requi- 
jite for the fiege of Dunkirk, and which he parti- 
cularly^ Jireded to be ready for the time at which 
his Royal Highnefs intended to be with his army 
before that town ; and without which it was impof- 
lible for him to attempt the fiege with any profped 
of luccefs. 

The noble Duke at the head of the ordnance, 
though no loan's ideas had been fo extended as his 

own 
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own in the plans of home fortifications and felf-de- 
fence, it is faid, was ftartled at the magnitude of 
the order; he inftantly fent for the principal (lore 
keeper and other officers of the Warren, to know 
if they had the quantity required, and could em- 
bark it within the time mentioned. They under- 
took the order, and aftually on the next day, by 
uncommon exertions, the whole demand of ord- 
nance, ammunition and (lores was on the water 
edge ready for embarkation. But his Grace, ilill 
doubting of the fafety of thus difarming the coun- 
try, which he either faw in real, or would repre- 
fenttin imaginary danger, remonftrated to his Royal 
Highnefs upon the inexpediency of fupplying his de- 
inand at that time. Three weeks were conlumed in 
the cqrrefpondence between the Commander in 
Chief of the Briti(h Forces, who had ordered what 
ordnance and ammunition he found requifite for the 
jnoft urgent fervice of the country, and the Mafter 
General of the Ordnance, who chofe to demur to 
the command. In the mean time the ammunitioa 
and (lores were again depofited in the (lore-houfes, 
left they fliould be damaged by lying thus expofed 
on the open (hore. His Royal Highnefs, to avoid 
\yarning the enemy of his intentions, filled up the 
time of this extraordinary negociation with the army 
of the Prince of Saxe Cobourg. But in vain ; for 
the enemy during this very period, either knowing 
or fufpefting the views of the Briti(h Cabinet, in- 
creafed the garrifon of Dunkirk by an augmentation 
of twelve thoufand troops. 

In this interval the combined armies drove the 
French from the famous ftrong camp of Casfar at 
Bourlon behind Cambray, which they took po(ref- 
fion of and immediately abandoned. The Auitrian 
General fummoned the republican Governor of 
Cambray to furrender, which he refufed. The com- 
bined armies then marched towards Menin, where 
I i 2 the 
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the Britifti troops gave a fignal proof of their cool 
bravery and re ohition. Three battalions, of the 
guards, confifting of one thouland one hundred and 
twenty two men, were ordered under General Lake 
to march to the uccour of lome Dutch troops at 
Lincelles. Upon their arrival, they found a re- 
doubt of uncommon fize and ftr«ngth, occupied by 
five thoufand French, who had diflodged and routed 
the Dutch from that poll. General Lake, lays the 
Gazette, " embraced a relolution worthy of the 
** troops he commanded. He advanced under a 
*^ heavy fire, with an order and intrepidity for 
" which no praife can be too high. After ^ing 
'^ three or four rounds, they rufhed on with weir 
*' bayonets, ftormed the redoubts, and drove the 
*' enemy through the village, who loft eleven pieces 
** of cannon, two of which had beeji taken., from 
*' the Dutch, and have not fince appeared in that 
•* quarter.*' In this aftion Colonel Bofville was 
killed, and fome hundreds of 'our brave troops 
killed and wounded. The fame Gazette informs us 
of the importance of this viftory, for which fo 
much gallant blood was fpilt : " The works of 
" Lincelles h^ve been deftroyed, and the poft left 
*' unoccupied." 

Three weeks had now elapfed fince the capitula- 
tion of Valenciennes, when the Duke of York hav- 
ing at Jaft received intelligence, that the ammu- 
nition and ordnance that he had demanded were at 
length permitted to be fhipped, began his qaarch to- 
wards Weft Flanders on the 20th of the month. 
On the 23d he fummoned the republican general 
O'Meara to furrender the town of Dunkirk to hi^ 
Britannic Majefty ; to which fummons ou the next 
day the republican general fent the following an- 
fwer : 

" GeaeraJ, 
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** GeneraT^ 

" krveftcd vrkh the confidentc of tbe FrencI; Re- 
poblk, I hare rccefv«d jour fumtnons ta farren^ 
der an important city, t anfwer by affurmg you. 
that I ffah defend it with the brave republicans I 
** have the honour to conmiatrd. 

« p'MEARA/' 

Befides the heavy artillery for the fiege, which had 
Aot as yet arrived, a grand flotilla of gun-boats wa$ 
proraifed by our Cabinet to co-operate in the fiege : 
the mod folemn aflurances were given to his Royal 
Highnefs, that, unlefs delayed by contrary winds, 
this flotilla fliould certainly be in the bay of Dun- 
kirk on Saturday the 24th inftant. The wind had 
been favourable for fome time, yet the reinforce- 
ment did not fail from Woolwich till Monday the 
26th, on which day Admiral Macbride, who was 
then in London, and who was to command that ex- 
pedition, received his final orders. The public was 
in the mean time amufed with the details of the 
bravery and intrepidity of our troops in fldrmifliing 
and in repelling the forties of the enemy ; who, it 
was now found, were fixteen thoufand ftrong. In 
one of thefe attacks the Gazette of the a6th fays, 
** The ardour of the troops carried them further 
*' in the pqrfuit than was intended, fo that they 
" came under- the cannon of the place, by which 
" means a confiderable lofs has been fuft:ained." 
€)i> tbis unfortunate oqcafion, the Auftrian General 
Dalton, and Colonel Eld of the Coldftream regi- 
ment of guards were killed. On the 27th fome 
heavy ftores and artillery were landed off Nieuport; 
and three days after Major Huddlefton arrived at 
Oltend, with a further fupply of artillery, ammuni- 
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tion and ftores for the redufiion of Dunkirk. The 
' French gun-boats greatly annoyed our troops dur- 

( ing the whole of the time that our forces were with- 

in theiir reach. Admiral Macbride was therefore 
difpatched to London, where he arrived on the ^ifty 
to enforce the neceffity of fending immediately a 
naval force of gun-boats, bomb-veffels and other 
light craft, as well a; more forces to co-operate with 
the befiegirig artoy. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

SEPTEMBER, ^793* 



C O N T E N T S. 



The Duke of Tork had treated fecretly with the Go- 
vernor of Dunkirk for its Delivery — The plot de-^ 
teded — Naval fupport promlfed — Surprife and 
defeat of General Freytag^ who^ with Prince AdQU 
phus^ was taken prifoner — Effeils of this general 
Defeat — The Army rallies ^ upon learning the fuc^ 
cefs of General Beaulieu near Tpres — The Dutch 
fly from Menin — The . French fall upon Ghent and 
Bruges — Le ^efnoy furrenders at Difcretion — 
Toulon gained over by Lord Hood-^He enters and 
takes poffejion of the Town^ Harbour^ and Fleets 

. in the name of Louis XVII. — His Proclamations — 
Lord Hervey forces Tufcany out of its Neutrality-^ 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, Commi^oner at Toulon. 

JLjESIDES the general reliance which the Duke 
of York had in the intrepidity of his troops, and the 
full perfuafion that upon his arrival he fhould find 
the neceffary artillery in cafe he fliould be under the 
heceffity of undertaking the fiege ; he had alfo an 
expedlation of being admitted into the town by a 
golden key. He had kept up a fecret correfpond- 
ence with thi former governor, General Omoran, 

nor 
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nor did he till his arrival know, that the plan had 
been difcovered, and that General Omoran was re- 
moved from his poft (he has been fince txeciited for 
the treachery). Although General O'Meara, who 
had at firft fuccecded his countryman Omoran in the 
command of the garrifoa, anfwered the fummons of 
the Duke of York, yet the befieged had at that time 
afliually removed O'Meara from the chief command, 
not choofmg to repofc fo important a truft in a 
foreigner, and a countryman of the perfon who had 
fo recently engaged to betray them. 

On the 3d of the month his Roya! KRghnefs re- 
ceived an exprefs from England, that two fifty gun 
Ihips, fome frigates and bomb ketches were under 
felling orders for Dunkirk ; and he began now to 
make fafcincs, gabions and other neceflaty prepara- 
tions for the fiege. Since tile fiege of Dunkirk was 
the favourite meafure of the Britiflx Cabinet, and 
had been refolved upon by them in the month of 
Joly, it is a matter of more than furprife to the pub- 
lic, that no naval force was ordered, nor artillery 
provided for the fiege till the month of. September. 
Such grofs delay and negleft cannot have exifted 
without the moil criminal refpotifibility in fome 
departments. 

The nation is equally aftonifiied that there fhould 
have been fuch a total and unaccountable want of 
intelligence throughout the army, that the move- 
ments of General Houchard, with thirty-three thou* 
fand men, to raife the fiege of Dunkirk, which was 
formally announced in the Convention on the 25th 
of the laft month, ftiould have been unknown or not 
provided againft. The covering army of General 
Freytag was furprifed and totally routed, before the 
Duke of York was even acquainted with the ap- 
proach of the enemy. The firft intelligence he re- 
ceived of it was by a note written with a pencil. 
At the fame moment a fortie from the garrifon was 
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announced, and a mod precipitate retreat was the 
confequence. The lofs of Britifh troops in the con- 
fufion of fuch a furprife was fortunately not very 
great ; though his Royal Highnefs very narrowly 
efcaped being furrounded and made a prifoner. All 
the ammunition and (lores were either left to the 
enemy or thrown into the canal : the fine train of 
artillery which had moved fo reludantly from Wool- 
wich Warren was only landed to become the prey 
of the enemy, or to be loft to us Sixty-four of 
the heavy ^ cannons were thrown into the canal ^ 
feven were buried in the earth, and forty-three left 
on the field* In the retreat of the Hanoverians his 
Royal Highnefs Prince Adolphus and General 
Freytag were both wounded and taken ptifoners. 
Nothing can more ftrongly befpeak the extreme 
confufion of the Hanoverian aimy, than the cir*- 
cumftance of their General and our Prince falling 
into the hands of the enemy. Our Gazette fays, 
that a patrole of cavalry '* which ought to have 
*' been in the front, having taken another road, 
*' they went into the village of Rexpoede, through 
** which one of the columns was to pafs, but which 
*^ was then occupied by the enemy." What a rae» 
lancholy fituation for a commander in chief, upoQ 
whofe orders an army of .cigliteen thoufand men 
were to retreat, rally or fight! himfelf difobeyed or 
abandoned by his patroie ! ignorant of the fituaiiom 
cither of his own or the enemy's forces ! a whol^ 
column of his army unwilling or unable to obey hi$ 
orders ! The Gazette (if the meaning of its writer 
can by any laboured conftruftion be extraded from 
his words) feems to admit this extremity of panic, 
diforder and confufion, by attributing the recapture 
of his Royal Highnefs and the Field Marlhal " to 
*' the intrepidity and prefence of mind of General 
** Walmodea, who, upon dilcovering that the 
** enemy were in pofleffion of Rexpoede, had im* 
K k " mediately 



C 250 3 

** mediately colleftcd a body of troops, attSicked it 
" without hefitation, and defeated them with great 
*' daughter/* The intelligent compiler of the Gazette 
informs us alfo, " that, in thefe repeated engage- 
" ments, nothing could exceed the fteadinefs and 
*' good behaviour of the troops." If the flaugh^er 
made amongft them be the criterion of this fteadi- 
nefs, it is a ftrong but a too melancholy proof of 
the fact. About 3,500 Hanoverians were killed, 
befides very fevere loffes in every other corps that 
compofed this covering army. 

Nothing could equal the general panic and con- 
fternation caufed by this unfortunate and difgraceful 
retreat at Oftend. General Ainflie the commandant 
ordered an immediate embargo on all veffels, from 
thp tranfports in the harbour down to the fmalleft 
fifliing-boats. The military ch eft was adually put 
on board, and it was a general expedation, and 
perhaps as general a wi(h, that the Britifii troops 
ftould have returned to their native country. In 
great liational misfortunes like thefe, it is impoffible 
to reprefs the fentiments of the public upon them. 
The difgrace and lofs which this nation fuffered from 
this fatal attempt upon Dunkirk, brought into the 
minds of every one, that the enterprife had been 
impdfed by the Britifh Cabinet upon the generals of 
the combined armies, who had decidedly and unani- 
moufly reprobated the plan ; and that the difpatch, 
vigour and refolution in the execution, had been 
count^aQed and defeated by the very perfons who 
had concerted and infifted upon the attempt. Not 
only humanity (hudders at the lofs of fo many bravq 
men who fell on this inglorious qccalion, but Great 
Britain feels alfo a heavy lofs in the frqitlefs waft^ of 
Its treafures. Immenfe is the coft of fo much am- 
munition, ftores and ordnance, tranfported at fuch 
a heavy expence. By our fubfidiary treaties with 
Hanover and Hefte CaiTel^ the fum of thirty pounds 

is 



is paid by the people of Great Britain for every fub- 
fidized foldier that falls in the war*: thus by the 
fall of 3,500 Hanoverians on the 8th of this months 
Great Britain became indebted to the Eleftor of 
Hanover, on one day, in the enormous fura of one 
hundred thoufand guineas. A Landgrave of HeiTe 
CaiTel might not on fuch an accumulation of wealth 
to his treafury, feel that poignarncy of grief that 
rends the hear| of our humane fovereign upon the 
lofs of fo many of his beloved fubjeds. The flying 
army of the Duke of York, which had not beea 
under cover for five nights, was at length rallied by 
the feafonable affurance, that the Auftrian General 
BeauHeu had relieved Ypres and totally defeated the 
French army in that* quarter, which had in confe- 
quence fallen back to BailleuiL Several days after 
this fliameful defeat Admiral Macbride arrived with 
his fquadron off Nieuport. His Royal Highnefs 
then took up his head quarters at Dixmude, from 
whence Sir James Murray the Adjutant General 
wrote to Mr. Dundas on the 14th, " that he took 
*' the opportunity of Captain Robinfon of the Bril- 
" liant frigate failing to England, to inform him, 
*' that the Dutch pods on the Lys were forced by 
** the enemy on the 12th. In confequence of this 
*' the troops of the Republic have abandoned Me-, 
** nin, and have fallen upon Bruges and Ghent. 
*' His Royal Highnefs meant on that day to march 
" to Thouroute/* 

The effeds of this flight of the Dutch troops im. 
mediately after the general retreat of the Britiih 
army, added more vigour and energy to the enemy, 
than difmay or defpair to the confederates. The 
fucceffes of Beaulieu terminated them in fome de- 

* It is a well known circum dance that the fubfidy deakrs of 
Germany can p/ocure a recruit for one ducat, when 'twenty 
guineas cannot purchafe the fervice of one able bodied man 
in England. 
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gree; and the furrender of Le Quefnoy at difere- 
tion happened about the fame time. Although our 
armies could not acquire the intelligence till the Ad- 
jutant General wiote his famous Gazette Extraordi- 
nary of Sept. 1 1, that the enemy had under Gene- 
ral Bouchard colleSled ** force for the relief of Dun- 
^* kirk from every quarter of the country, from the 
" armies of the Rhine and Mozelle, and parti- 
" cularly that \^hich had occupied the Camp de 
" Caefar;" yet they w/ere not long ignorant of the 
admiffion of Lord Hood into Toulon, which was a 
circumftance, that did not fo nearly intereft them, 
as the colleQion and advance of Bouchard's forces. 
This fatal furprife is the more unaccountable, when 
we refleft that the general rendezvous af the enemy 
was on Mount Caffel, within view of and not 15 
miles diftant from Freytag's army. The French 
entered Furnes, and in two days, with the help of 
the inhabitants, removed fronl the town all the 
(lores which had bee« left there by the firitifli 
army. 

Lord Hood, vho commanded the Englifli fqua- 
dron in the Mediterranean, feenis to have been fent 
out upon an uncertain, if not a forlorn hope of 
making good any landing on the coalt of France; 
for he had not in his whole fleet a land officer to 
take the command even of a fortrefs when he enter- 
ed Toulon, as appears by the appoiotnieat of Captain 
Elphinftone to fuch a command. He had been 
cruizing for fome time off that port, and had dif- 
patched a frigate with a flag of truce to Marfeilles, 
which did not come within gun (hot of the town, 
but delivered a proclamation from Lord Hood, con- 
taining propofals for reftoring Monarchy and whh it 
peace to France. It had not the defired eff'eft upon 
the Marleillois ; nothing therefore was further at- 
tempted upon that city. His Lordftiip fent a fimilar 
proclamation to Toulon, and the frigate was favour- 
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ably received in the harbour. The ptoclamation 
was preceded by a preliininary declaration, which 
ftated, that *' if a candid and explicit declaration in 
*' favour of Monarchy fhould be made at Toulon and 
*' Marfeilles, and the Standard of Royalty hoifted, 
** tlie {hips in the harbour dilmantled, and the port 
" and forts pro\irionally at his difpofition, fo as to 
'' aliow of the egrefs and regrefs with fafety, the 
'** people of l^rovenee fhould have all the affiftance ■ 
** and fupport his Majefty's fleet could give; and 
" when peace fliould lake place, the port, (hips and 
" ftores fhould be reftored to France/' The Pro- 
clamation was addrefftd to the Towns and Inhabi- 
tants of the South of France ; it fets out with paint- 
ing a very horrid picture of the prefent anarchy 
and tyranny of France : his Lordfhip tells them, *' a 
*' fituation fo dreadful fenfibly affiicts the coalefced 
" powers, they fee no other remedy but the re-efla- 
" blifliment of the French Monarchy- // is for this 
" and the afts of aggreffion committed by the Exe* 
** cuti-ve Power of France, thet we have armed in 
" conjunclion with the coalefced powers." He 
then allures them that he comes to offer them the 
force with which he was intruded by his Sovereign, 
to crufh with promptitude the fadions, to re'eftablijh 
a regular Government in France,, Sec Thefe declarai* 
tions of our motives for the war are not flriftly con- 
fonant with thofe which Mr. Pitt avowed in the 
Houfe of Commons. Our Minifters at home de- 
clare that we enter into the war to defend our allie«^ 
and not to interfere with the internal government of 
France; they inftruft our admirals at the head of 
our fleets, to pronounce to Europe, that we have 
joined the confederacy to crufli the prefent power in 
France, and reftore its ancient monarchy. 

The Anfwer of the inhabitants of Toulon was a 
declaration, that they were tired of the prefent 
Conflitution, and dtjmanded that of 1783; they 

would 
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would accordingly proclaim Louis XVII King aC" 
cording to that Conftitution, and in every other 
particular agree to the propofals of Lord Hood ; 
who thereupon publiflied a fecond Proclamation to 
this effect : " That whereas the SeSions of Toulon 
*' have by their Commiflioners to me made a folemn 
^^ Declaration in favour of Monarchy, have pro- 
" claimed Louis XVII fon of Louis XVI their law- 
*^ ful King, and have fworn to acknowledge him 
'^ and no longer fuffer the defootifm of Tyrants, 
" who at this time govern trance, but will do 
'' their utmoft to eflablifli Monarchy as accepted by 
*' the late Sovereign in 1789, and reftore peace to 
*^ their diftrafted and ruinous country : I do hereby 
*' repeat what 1 have already declared to the peo-. 
** pie of the South of France, that I take pofTeffion 
" of Toulon, and hold it in truft only for Louis 
*' XVII until peace fliall be re-eftabU(hed in France, 
" which I hope and truft will be ioorxJ* 

As the people of this country pay and fuffer fo 
feverely for the war, they are urgently called upon 
to look clofely into the views and confequenccs of 
it. It is a matter of curiqus obfervation, that with- 
in the fpace of fix weeks, during which no change 
in the principle of the war could have taken place, 
Valenciennes was furrendered to the Duke of York 
in the name of the Emperor, his Royal Highnefs 
fummoned Dunkirk in the name of his Britannic Ma- 
jefty, and Lord Hood entered and feized upon Tou- 
Ign in the name of Louis XVIL Each of thefe three 
places equally, belonged to the late King of France. 
An uniform fyftem or principle in the confederated in- 
vafionof that kingdom, could not have given occa- 
fion to fuch variety of title or claim, what faith 
or confiftency can be difcovered in thefe afts of our 
Government ? Wp countenance and take into pay 
the French emigrant nobility, who were profcribed 
by the Conftitution of 1789, aad we rear a ftandard 

in 
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in fiipport of that very Conftitution ; our good ally 
the King of Pruffia keeps in prifon La Fayette and 
Lameth, the moft zealous fupporters of that very 
conftitution, which we proclaim at Toulon. How 
long will Great Britain join in a war of fuch fepa- 
rate and difcofdant interefts? If the federacy be 
formed upon a common principle, the concealment 
of it from the nations which fupport it is a ftrong 
fufpicion, that it will not bear the fair light of day. 
Nations will not for ever fuffer a night of darknefs. 
The advantages of the furrender of Toulon, though 
not taken poffeilion of in the name of the King of 
England, were turned to quick account by our Mi- 
nifter. So unufually numerous had been the late 
profelytes to his influence, that he was overwhelmed 
in defpair at the infufficiency of his means iofatisfy the 
demands of ambition^ and the hunger of faiiion : for* 
by thefe means alone we are taught by more than 
two thoufand affociations infiituted for fupporting a 
due execution of the lawsy can we arrive at the 
fummii of wealthy honour^ power and dominion. The 
refervoir of thefe means was actually dry, when the 
alarmed zeal of the Chancellor called upon his dif- 
interefted patriotifm to accept of the Seals without 
any ftipulation for a poffible retreat. Infcrutable as 
unexpe£led are the ways of Providence in affording 
the means of preferving and forwarding the ends of 
its favourite inftitutions. That the re-poflfeffion of a 
French town by the French Monarch fhould fupply 
a Britifh Minifter with an increafe of the necejfary 
means of preferving the Britifh Conftitution at fo 
critical a junfture, was a myftery difclofed only to 
the illuminated afTociators under Mr. Reeves, and to 
thofe bleft like himfelf in faft or defire with fome 
confoling beams of rninifterial influence. The firft 
fruits of this feafonable harveft were confecrated to 
footh the alarms and remunerate the conviftioris of 
the immaculate Baronet Sir Gilbert Elliott. He 

was 
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was s^ppointed by the King of Great Britain to a . 
fplendid, honourable and powerful fituation in a 
French town belonging to the French Monarch with 
a falary of 7500I. per annum, to be paid out of the 
Britifli Treafury ; he was made Commiffioner to 
Toulon ; an appointment unknown in F.ngliffi hif- 
tory. Admirable was the ingenuity of our conftitu- 
tioual Minifter in fertilizing this new fupply of 
means. The relative, as well as pofitive merits of 
the Chancellor were not to go unrewarded ; his ne- 
phew, a barrifter at law, was well entitled (o fliare 
the profits of his uncle's prudent conviclions of the 
neceility of this extenfive and coiHy war. The 
cverwhtlming deluge of bankruptcies, one of its 
firft tffe«f\s at home, was a gratetui (hower oi Danae 
to the Chancery. The office of purfe bearer was 
naturally confided to the fidelity of the nephew, and 
from the lamentable ruin of many became to. him 
worth 1500I. per annum. He was appointed Com- 
iTilffary General to Toulon with a Itipulation for 
forty (hillings per diem ot half-pay for life. Befides 
thefe, a long lift of fubaltern well-wifliing and fairly 
promifed profelytes were largely gifted out of thefe 
truft eftates of the infant French Monarch. The 
ceconomical fyftem of half-pay will, perhaps, fecure 
the gratitude of the appointees during their lives to 
their friendly benefador. The truft will however 
indemnify Great Britain for all the immediate ad- 
vances made upon it. It may be not unfairly pre- 
fumed, that the tardinefs of Minifters to meet the 
Parliament in fuch national embarraffments has been 
occafioned by their wifhes and expeftations to ex- 
tend the means of that influence, which is necejfary 
to unite the members in a firm ana foiid majority^ with- 
out which they can purfue no meafurcs of public utility 
withfteadinefs or fuccefs^ by the capture of Dunkirk, 
St. Maloes, or ibme other parts of the French ter- 
ritories, fo providentially favouring the increafe of 
I the 
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the necefary influence of the Britifli Minifter. This 
iiaturally accounts for the refolution of the Britifh 
Cabinet after the capture of Va^endenneg to divide 
the forces : here Britifli blood and Britifli treafure 
were fpent, to procure national advantages for a 
foreign people : Auffrian not Briiijh commiffioners 
were fent to Valenciennes. 

How induftrioufly h;av€ the docile pupils of Mr. 
Burke laboured to verify the doftrines of their in- 
fallible mafter, th^ijt the power ofihp King of England 
is morefolid^ real and extenjive^ than what the King 
of France v)as poffejfed ^ before this piiferabU revqlu* 
Hon. ihpy .^re f efolved, that in future no empty 
yain title fli.all ^ifgrace tb,e efcut^Jieons of our Mo- 
^ijiiTcht, Ift future ^he territorial ppflfeflions pf the 
'^rejiclj Mpnaiich /hall at kafl: feed the prerogative 
<af skc ]^ifig :QiF^r^t Britain, Jr^^^^nd Ireland. 
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Energy and a6livlty in the Frenelh^iege ofMaubeUge 
raifed'-^French ' artny 170,000 Jiton^^Hieupcrt 
defended by Major Maiihewi — Cowardice of the 
Dutch — The Lines of Weijfenbourg forced'— Lord 
Howe in Torbay — Treaties with Sardinia and 
Hapless— Frefh Treaty with Pruffia—Negociatim to 
bring Denmark into the Confederacy — Genoa forced 
out of her netttralfty-^Tufcany forced by England to 
declare war againft France — Mdnifefio of our King 
'—The fmprunt ForcS — Britifh property feized and 
Britijh fubjelis arrefled— Death of the ^ueen^^Mn 
Burke* s Rejle^ms thereupon. 

JTiOWEVER it may ferve the views of certain 
perfons at home tp keep up the irritation of the 
Nation againft the French Republicans ; and how- 
ever largely the minifterial prints and the aiTociation 
publications may for this purpofe have indulged in 
inve£live and imprecation againft that nation, and 
every meafure adopted by it; yet is it a truth of 
too fatal confequence to this iinfortunate country, 
that our anger has precipitated us into a labyrinth of 
ruin and difgrace. Such in fa£t was the infatuation 
of our deluded countrymen, that our failures of 
the preceding month had produced no other eflPeft 
upon their minds than the increafe of a blind and 
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defperate abandonment of their caufe to thofe, who 
were feeking to juftify their error in engaging them in 
the war, by multiplying the' difficulties of extrafliing 
them out of it, Thofe who difapproved of the C9m- 
pencement of the war, were more anxious than its 
advocates for its conclufion ; but they faw no other 
road to honourable peace, than by carrying it on 
with vigour when it was once begun. Though com- 
parifons may be always odious, they are not always 
fruitlefs. Let the tardinefs of co-operation from 
our Board of Ordnance and Admiralty be contrafted 
with the fpirit and energy of that Government 
which has.raifed our pity or excited our indigna-i 
tion : thoufands of troops conveyed in waggons 
drawn by poft-horfes to the place of defence with 
unknown celerity befpoke the real earneftnefs with 
which their Executive Council attended to the wel- 
fare of the Nation. Their viftorious General 
Houchard was with his whole Staff put under arreft 
for not having purfued with advantage the difcom- 
fited enemy in their precipitate and diforderly re- 
treat. There fuccefs was punifced, becaufe it might 
have been more complete : ' here the caufes of a 
failure, which could fcarcely have been worfe, were 
not even looked into. The contempt of the exam- 
ple which humbles us is the extremity, of folly. 
The Warren and Dock-yard of Woolwich are lefe 
diftant from Dunkirk than the Rhine or the Mofelle* 
Wurmfer and even Brunfwick are more terrible 
enemies to France, than the oppofers of Mr. 
Reeves's Affociations to Great Britain. 

The expeSation of the whole confederacy feemed 
to hang upon the fate of Maubeuge, which the 
Prince of Saxe Cobourg had for fome weeks block- 
aded with an army of 70,000 men. He was at- 
tacked by the French, and though the Auftrians be- 
haved with their ufual fteadinefs and bravery they 
were forced to raife the fiege and crofs the Sambre. 

X^l 2 After 



After tBii defeat tBe Pirmce became ferioufly aji^flja 
hehftve for the fate bf Flanders, and applied for i 
feltiitorcement of 50,600 men. The French 2[rmy • 
of the North now cotrfifted of 170,000 men. I hey 
agam ciitercd Fumes and teid fiege toNifcuport:, 
tney were however fortunately checked by the 
ftiadinefs and refoiutton of Majof MattheWs: fie 
bperied the fluices though oppofcd by thfe Magif* 
trates, and t;fritfa a handful df men defended the 
town till reinforccmeiics arrited. Such was the tet^- 
rbr through dU Fhnders df an kivaficMi, that im-- 
Iherife duantitiei of ftotes ilirere deftroyed to preveni 
ihreir falling into the haiid^ df thfe enemy. 

Such of the Dutch trdd^s as Were engaged brfote 
M^ubetigfe diigraced thcmfelves by^ the ihdft ihfaf- 
inous flight : whether it were from difihcliiiitTon to 
the fervice or from >^alit of difciplkie or coteagc^ 
thefe troops have never ftood with the fteaditteft of 
foMifers; they appeared taeverlhelefs to have been 
|)iqued at the rcflecHbns of the combiited atiflrft ti^* 
oh theit retteat firditi Mehih : and through the id- 
tetefl: of thfcir Hereditary Prince they infilled upoii 
fefeheral BeauHeu's being catted to a couit niar- 
tial for not having fupported them tt^ it Was ptetend-^ 
ed he tnight. II16 hotbtiety however df the gdod 
coTidu£l of this veteran General aiid of the daft^rd- 
ly behavJout of the fugitive DutchmeA was ftich, 
llnat they wttc prevailed tr^on prudently to drop 
tbe Axtcmpt to difguife thtit o#ft 'eoWardi<je by cri- 
ihiliatitig the brave BeauHeu. 

More favouribie accounts were t-eceived ffdtn the 
irmy of the Rhine. Getiel-kl Wurmfeir after an en- 
gageitient of eleven hours forced the lines of Weifleft-- 
bourg and took the Ftench dithp by af&uk ; the 
Ijuke of Brunfwick attacked irtiem at the ftme titfje* 
ih the rear. They took poffeffion df WeittenlTOurg 
atid Lauterbourg, and purfucd the French, to the 

gatc^ 
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gates of Sti^ibotirg : the carnt^d was drcii^Bl : fuS 
i5,odo fell in the ccmrfe of th« day. 

The nation hsd not tbeir ufuai confolation of re» 
pairing their misfortunet at land by their activity <^ 
iticcefs at fea. Lord Howe had fytttt the amtumn 
as he had the ftwaimfer in defending t&e entry of 
Tbrbity : be once was in fight of the French fleet 
for twenty-four bo\xn ; but the rifk of engaging if 
w«« ito great for his pnadence to hazard in fuch a 
criiiisal jui!i^iire. He was perhaps directed to arotd 
th^ infeflion of r^publicanifm by comi^ into coil*^ 
taft with any French veSel. This ht feemed cai>« 
tious of av^ing, a^ brought back his fleet andl 
the crews t)f every veffet peifeSly umainted to> bit 
otd ancborage in Ttsrbay. It was indeed &id, that 
ifadf fapei^ioTEty m fail hug and running away pre?» 
v^ted the Britift Adftwra} from conHug to ciofc 
patters with the enemy : but the aftivc %irit of 
the Bmiih ftatnen was t^ith m^idh difficulty formeid 
to this new fyftean of nautkai operations: tni^r^ 
iMd iBf^mn^ tc might have been thought, too mueii 
t^embtod the ferocious repiiiUrcans ; aad mtght^v^ 
haps have prevented the channel fleet from learn- 
ing the new niJinttBuvre of e»teHng Breft Har- 
li^r as the Meditcnaizean fquadron had that o£ 
Toiiloii. 

Megoetatkiri wais the general fctmtea for all cwsit 
€trte. it feesaed to be the determination of our Ga* 
Miie&, 'tli'a?t tf France couM not be conquered^ n& 
tiatkn of Etircpe ^mkA at ieaft boaft of the advan- 
tWe of teiviiig prudently avoided tfce rafh attempt. 
Ine fliiferles -of fuch an uaderdaking {ho(»ld not be 
^ttftiiiK: the balance of power would not admit it \ 
lihS^ iMma r^o regmm fupcrfeded the fovereign will 
©f cv^ry indtpeadtem ftat«. Ail means were em* 
^oy^ to d*aw other ftates* iato the confederacy, and 
ttlm 'fcc^ilffioti of every ally was a frdh knot to en- 
tangle 
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tangle GVeat Britaift the more in this fyfteiii of rui- 
nous perplexity. Threats, promifes, force, bribery^ 

, manifeftos, all means were employed, fo they had 
but the general objed of cruibing the revolutionary 
Government of Frapce. Sardinia demanded of us 
an annual fubiidy of aoo,ooo/« and a conftant fleet 
on their coafts to defend their country againft the 
aggreflions and invafions of the French Republic: 
it was granted : to lad as long as an inch of Savoy 
or any of their territory fliould be poiTefled by the 
French. The continuance of fuch a treaty may 
peradventure be more earneftly wiflied for by Sardi- 

* nia than the repoffeffion of their whole territory 
from the hands of their enemies. Our treaty with 
Naples is a guarantee to each other of their refpec- 
tive States : an undertaking not to lay down arms 
till all places are reflored which fliall be taken dur* 
ing the war^ to ad in concert in the Mediterra- 
nean ; Naples iball furnifh fix thoufand men to be 
paid by England ; England (hall keep a refpeftable 
fleet in the Mediterranean : and Naples fliall pro- 
vide four fiiips of the line, four frigates and four 
fmaller fliips of war. 

Since the Parliament of Great Britain is not con- 
fulted in making treaties with foreign powers, but 
is only called upon to ratify, approve and enforce 
the engagements in which the Minifter fliall have 
thought proper to involve the Nation ; the aftivity 
of the Cabinet was much more remarkable in ne« 
gociating pretexts for continuing the war, than in 
haftening a peace by the vigour of our arms. Not 
fatisfied with the fubfifting treaty with Pruflia, that 
had firft involved us in the fatal confederacy, a new 
treaty was formally figncd on the 14th of July laft, 
between their Britannic and Pruflian Majefties, not 
to lay down their arms but by common confent» 

tnd not until reftitution is obtained for any depre- 
dation which France may make upon either of the 

faid 
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faid parties, or of their friends or allies. Here is a 
perpetuation of war to Britain, as long as France 
(hall be an enemy to Any State that Pruflia may 
choofe to €*11 a friend. Thus is the country under 
the direful neceffity of fupplying ^ the exorbitant 
charges of a moft expenfive war,'as long as any 
State of Europe Ihall think proper to continue hof- 
tile to France, either from public or private policy, 
to weaken and exhauft the refources-of this king, 
dom, or to continue the advantages of our fubfidies 
to our lefs opulent allies. What a dreadful alterna-* 
tive for Great Britain, that it cannot withhold the 
fupplies for a ruinous war without forfeiting the ere* 
dit and faith of every Nation in Europe ! Well and 
wifely and virtuoufly did Mr. Fox urge the Parlia- 
ment to prevent bis Majefty's Minifters during the 
recefs from entering into new engagements, which 
might render the conclufion of an honourable peace 
more remote and difficult. Many true patriots like 
his Royal Highnefs of Clarence were induced to 
vote for the war, becaufe the faith of our treaty 
with Holland called upon our colicurrence in the 
defence of that republic : the condition of the trea- 
ty having been complied with, the caufe of war had 
ceafed ; and now juftice to ourfelves obliged us to 
lay down the arms, which juftice to our allies had 
made us take up. As the Minifter had found one 
treaty fo efficient in prevailing upon the majority to 
commence the war, he naturally concluded that a 
multiplicity of treaties would reconcile a ftill greater 
majority to its continuance. 

Our Ambaifador at Copenhagen entered into a 
correfpondence of argument with Count Bernftorff, 
ti^e minifter of the Danifli cabinet, upon the pro- 
priety and neceffity of their entering into the armed 
confederacy againft France. Hitherto the prudent 
pane has not been argued out of his neutrality ; 

Avbat 
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^%i mfaer m«an6 may hereafter be fttten)pt«4 to ij^^ 
4ttce or force hun firom xt, ume M^ill difciofe. 

The TepuWic of Genoa haviqg Isa-ge property m 
Frwee <wa$ indntced to obfeive the ftrid^ft ii<^utra^ 
Jity, to ^epm from which would be the min of the 
principal citizens of th^t Sm^- The Qovernmiem 
itfelf is &id to nec^iy^e iji^khi lo5ua$ to Frjance the ?ai- 

, iHial fum '^f i^oOjOQO livr^. NetAvithftandiag 
tbi«, Mr. Drake the Britifli Eovoy to that State pe* 

. remptortly infilled iipou an immediate nad iHiq^jUi* 
^ declaratioB o^f hoftiliti^ againft FraQc^ : ik> in. 
^mnification iras bowevor ofier^ for tbe iure lois ia 
tbat cafe of tbe property of their cUi^aeos or th^ ^le. 
This Ipirited tfaotigh 'fmaU repubjii: ^PtS not ;to be 
-ballifd into deftru^tiom and s^in^ ai^ hgs declared, 
ftbat 4f Ae be to be fotxred iro» her n^ttajiity, ^e * 
neuter caa take |!iart vilh thofe iq^bp ji^ve Htbre^t^f^d 
her widi fucfa ui^xrovc^ed injuitice. 

Our Envoy at Florence Lord fferviey undertook 
not onAy ;to tntiimdate the Grand Diike ^ Tufcany 
oat iof tie neufirality^ by fencing .off the (Freftch .Am- 
jbnffadiBr M. dcila Flotte 4n twwty-fpqr koMffs^ bv»t to 
'dilate to him ibt iaDernal oregubitipns ooncerfung 
the French dremftining <wii3un jaas ^tetf^tpri^s, wi^ch 
the Bcitilh Ciabinet infifted :upon. Tbk wa^^mgu- 
.larrcomdufiinKiittait 3rit4in towards the brother of 
(the Emperor, who mas the fkit ei^gagad in the war 
»againft ;FraQoe9 and vrho muft have jknown the 4^ue 

, interefts, jand bad more influence over ^he ,c€iKhi6t 
'of .bis own brodiet, &an any rfoteign powier iwhftt-^ 
ever. The Grand Duke iiowevier rdioquiflie^ tfie 
fyftem of nsutcility, .and declared twar againfl: the 
ScpaUtc on the xoth inft. 

The iageoulty of our iMinMers iwas)neaifly exl^tufi* 
'Cd fay the vairietyiof nieafures they >bad .adopted rtp 

: .augmentiand jufttfy this larmed xroniedciaoy. (One 
only eoepetiment remaiocd to be:triedi; this iorasito 
«ommit the faith, credit and jUftice of the Nation to 

a pub- 






a ptiblk m^mfeftp. M^s^ncholy had been the pre- 
cedents of thejr aflfpci^tes in this line of qper^tion. 
'JThey had however. the advantage of improving updn 
tiieir attempt, carrying their faults and avoiding I 

tfeir tx^qT$. The people of. this country h^ a welU 
grpiMjded right to expe^ ^precifion, ,firmnefs aRd 
confiftency in fuch a decUr^ticai froip the Thrpne. 
It wa$ publi(hed yfiih immediate .reference to the fur- « 

«?ender pf Tpulpn, hut it is filent as to ^ny apprpba- 
tioo or . cpfifirmatiptt of the prpclamations and treaty j^ 

^f .Lofd Hppd with the Xpulpnefe ; ;tb.e hafis pf «[ 

which WAS .the jafciQcept^ince of the Conftitution of 
1.789. It declares the objeds of the war .tp have 
Jbe«n froi^ the b^innii^g -^ to ^epel an unproypked 
5* ;aggreflipft, to s^n^rifea^ to ^be iniiaiediate ,de* 
*' .fecw:^ Qf;bi^.alH€s, to pbtaiji fprjjh^m apd for hitn- ^ 

^^ feif a juft iiwtenmificajipa, aiod to provide ,^s ,fju: 
^' js .orciJmftlwice^s will . allp w fof 1 tjhe f iHiwe fecusfffty ^ 

« of hi3.oj|f^«iifel3jje^, and of 3U other i^Sfatipjqi.s pf 
** Europe.*^ Hitherto there is nothing new in this 
^VK?WLSkU .but fcbe ,mUer,(f in^^ffipificaiian to.ourfdves 
j^Ad.OPir aUies. Trhis.is ce^ainly j^p^^tful tbpugh, ve- 
ry pec^iy proviiS;) tp b^Ji^ttoduced into this decla- 
ration, ofpurfyfl^jp.; ^4 :wi,ll:ttRaii ^Htuj^ ^ana- 
jJian of ;^ <yyur^h ia.K^fe .<;^f jftMjc^ef?, jaffx^d sp un- 
'CWtfovgrtible gfwn^ of «guity> Rjppn ,wbv?h the 
dWferent f laiw^ W^n t^ \m^ rftipd mfv fcp ^ttled 
and adjufted. In all trufts the firft provifion.f(?ciired 
ipfQff4hfep%)WawWtJtnd .ki4eropifts*tiftP of .^Ij^^xgfuces 
daiod>cfcirg(^.Q5f the ^^ilft. Wp^:%iy^d.U:^{\.QG^,nQv^r 
«di«afe:lMJ' tTi4ft.^yi>#3.aft.©fiJHAi<}e ^ ^rfl^.^ogipH- 
rfti jB!fi<4^* W^lth^r ^'J.'opion iBP^r ai^y other part of 
JSi^ikfi :fel9§d.apd :bJ)ld^ii fei.iruftjfpf Ifpji^i^ ;iCVJlL 
«ftn,e«6r.iteL^ft*%^*y^f i^is ilK^ffjnify9^;flMali*y. 
Jl d^giii,.Qf m^n^ iC^s^ftfts ij|?pa 4j«anj<?e bgs bee,n 
Tepfifttedly i^ifeyp^^by ,fiU .<he <?pp>bvi^ powers. 
,Tbe.»ttft <rf cppqv^iog l^li^nQelor Lo»i^ XViL is 
,ujidoPi»k» -Wtithe ria^ pf tbpfe j^^hp :li.^veaGc^ed of ■ 

Mm ir. 
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It, if the fund which fhall hereafter come into their 
bands (hall prove infufEcient to anfwer their cofts and 
charges. Great indeed muft be the acceffion of 
F^rencb property to ourfelves and co-truftces, which 
will fatisfy the claims of thofe, who have thus kindJy 
and generoufly undertaken the management of the 
concerns of this infant Monarch. 

The manifefto exprefles, that his Majefty wijhes 
ardently to be able to treat for the re-ejiabltfhment ofthi 
general tranquillity with a Government exercifing a /f- 
gal and permanent authority^ animated with the wijh 
for. general tranquillity^ and poffejftng powers to enforce 
the obfervance of its engagements. This general defi- 
nition of a Government may be made pliant to eve*- 
ry conftrudtion that a Minifter (hall choofe to put up^ 
on it. It will equally exclude as admit of a negocia- 
tion with the prefent Republic of France, and wiH 
juftify a treaty upon any ground of .popular pre^. 
judice or favour, that the fupple Proteus will cringe 
to. 

It fpeaks of the reftoration of monarchy, but nei- 
ther makes it the pretext for continuing the war, nor 
the condition of an honourable peace. A great part 
of this Proclaniation deals in inveftjve againft the 
perfons to whom it is addrefled, and ferves no end 
but that of provoking their irafcibility, and driving 
them to frefli afts of violence, inhumanity and vea- 
geance. .' ^ . . 

No circumflances, fince the cotmnencement of 
the war, feem to have irritated the Convention more 
than what they call our treacherous attempts upon 
Dunkirk; Marfeilles and Toulort. They converted 
all to their own pilrpofes/ ' Our negociations and 
treaties paved the i^ay fdr further confifcaiions,. not 
pnly of the men; whom they fay we ^<?rr«^/^rf, but 
whomfoever they thofe to conneck with them. It 
was therefore a mod improvident aft to pdblifh in 
the Gazette Lord Hood's unfuccefsful treaty with the 
t . V . . .-* .>.... WtarfdUoia. 
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MarfeiUois, Scores were murdered upon fufpidon* 
jof having treated with him. The unadvifed feizure 
of Toulon made fuch an impreffion upon the mafs of 
, -the people, that the new party of Danton^ notwith- ' 

ftanding their enormities and cruelties, w^re now 
looked up to with love and confidence. By thei^ 
Etnpruni force ^ty brought into theTreafury all the 
hard calh^ki^ the kingdom 3 by this fweep, which 
was thejjoldeft aft of public robbery ever attempt- 
ed, the Executive Government had at once poffeffi- 
on of 41,666,666/. fterling, as a fund for the war, 
and a bafis for an enlarged paper circulation. Soon 
after this they paffed.a decree of confifcation of all 
Britiih property in France, and put all Britifli fub- 
jefts under arrcft. . 

. The height of popular irritation was the moment 
in which the inhuman Jacobins perpetrated their 
deeds of blood and horror. It was on one and the 
fame day, that their army routed feventy thoufand 
veteran troops headed by the beft General of Eu- ^ ' 

rope, before Maubeuge, and their Convention but* 
chered the refpeSful reliO: of their murdered Sove- 
reign. If any thing could add to the inhuman and 
unjuft treatment of this unfortunate and refpedlablc 
Princefs, it was the infultijig mockery of a trial, and 
the bringing hier own infants as witneffes againft her 
for crimes even out of phyfical poffibility. The he* 
roic and Chriftian fortitude with which this venera- 
ble Queen underwent the long trial of humiliation 
and fuffering that preceded her execution, revives in 
tbefe days of infidelity the animating examples of 
primitive Chriftianity, when the pride oS the heathen 
was overcome, and the mild fpirit of the gofpel pro- 
pagated in the blood of the hgmble and conflant 
martyr. It is but juftice to this much beloved and 
much refpefted viftim to licentious fury, to refcuc 
her injured character from the impious afperfions of \ 

her pretended cncomiaft Mr. Burke. Could that 
M m 2 man. 
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•'maoi ^^^ ^'* ^^9 that a* true humiHty^ thebqfh6f 
the ChriJHnnfyftmtt^ is the ttno, hnt deep' and firm foun*- 
dation of ail real virtue^ be fo forgetful of hig^ heroine 
and of himfdf as to make her vanity fiirvive all bet 
virtues, and the heathenifli vice of fuicide ej^tiiiguifh 
in her Ikft moments the grace of Chridian confdlati- 
on : f in the laft extremity Jhe mlifa'oe her felf from the 
laft difgrate^ and if fhe tmji fatt fhe will fkl by ntyig' 
ftoble hand^ Gould the man, t^ho glories iii t^e 
Chr^tian religion as his boaft and cmfGri^ plunt the 
fiiarp antidote agoing difgrave concealed in thi bqfcm of 
a CHriftian Princefs^ who added titles <f veHeratidn f4 
fhofi of enthfs/itt/Hc diftmt and refpeifful loi)e ? Claffi- 
caly &bubtis or heathenifh asi may be the otcafibncil 
wanderings of this fublime writer, it was nbt tbleta- 
bie in the awful view of our traiifit to the great tribu- 
nal to fifbftitute the fialfe pride of aii Ethnic matrcm 
for the Ghriftian dignity of fubmitting to a de^h 
of ignominy after the example of our divine Matter; 
The only infull at which his moft Ghriftten Majefty 
smd his- royal confdxt fe^t indignant dbriiig' their cap- 
tivity, was thefufpicion of this very crime oi fuicide • 
widi' which Mr. Borke, td his own fliame a^nd to the 
fcandal of the Ghriftian caufe, bis crbwiied tH& vii«. 
tucs of bis delighl^ vifionk 

f Letter toa Member, p. 9.3. f RefledioM^ p.m. 

* When Vala=x6 ont of the BriiTotine party wasccmdemned, he 
chofe to follow the recommendation of Mr. Burke and ftabbcd 
liimfdf with a poinard ; which circumftance produced an iidmedi- 
ale decree of the Convention^ that all pierroils urtder accufatioti 
' (hould be deprived of the me&n« of preveotib|^ the- juftf^ of ibei^ 
country by the crime of /vi^i/r. 
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G O N T E N t Sr- 

the effect of the Manifejio upon the French-^th^ 
Dutch anjwer it — State of Toulon — Di/agree^ 
merit between the ^panijh and Britijh Adntirals-^ 
JJnfucceJsful expedition to Coifica — Violation of the 
Rights of Isfations irt the Port of Genoa — Lord 
tiowe chdfes a Freikh fleets which efcapes him — 
Lord Moira^s expedition refolved upon with 10,000* 
J^ritijh and 6,000 Bejian troops^ to penetrate by St. 
MaVoei into the interior parts of France — Brijbfs 
party- tfw<i£g.alite murdered^-^French fucceffes on the • 
Khine* 

X Hl^ ififattlfefto 'Which M faid to be thfe gehuiiidaTia 
rf' ftLv^yttrit^e' i^ditftioh 6i Mr. Pitt, ptodueed m 
6i\{t\ eff^a^ iti Franfc^ thatt a cotiteitfpt fbr the (hitf- 
tfitig diftfbigliity of< that part of it wfiith declafe^ a 
* ffeadinefs to tfelat ^ifh aiiy efBcidtft Government, 
wHilft ^tid^iit to treat vAi^ their Eidecutive Cotirt- 
cil; afidoP pity for the itlfpdieift ari-ogaiice of afluf- 
fiig themj that >?re '^illrfot ihfift upbri the follprtce, 
blit xviH abatfe ctJhfiderably of whlat "^t, might iii jdf- 
ti'ce ddttawd of thferti for reftoring their ancietit riib^ 
rittithy. It pfodiiced heWc^er rfri irilffiedlate' aiifwer 
fi1c«ft thfe Stated' General, wKch wa^ a re-echoed 
aVa#al of all therMdhs and niotives f<5r cohtiriiitrig 

the 



L no 3 

the t^af , which afe exprefled in the declaration, ex- 
cepting as to one of thofe motives, upon which they 
have very emphatically enlarged. The Britifh mani« 
fefto ftatcs, that one of the objeds which his Majet 
ty had in continuing the war was to obtain for bis al- 
lies andhimfelfajuji indemnification / which the Dutch 
improve upon, by faying, that their ultimate objed 
was to obtain ajuft indemnijication for the enormous e^* 
fences occaftoned to the Republic by the violence of their 
common enemies. 

The fituation in the mean while of our troops at 
Toulon was very precarious : the republican array 
daily increafed, and conftantly annoyed the town and 
the out-pofts : reinforcements were frequently land- 
ed : upon this occafion five thoufand Imperial troops 
were taken into our pay : the motley garrifon com- 
pofed of Britifli, French, Spanilh, Neapolitan, Ger- 
man, Sardinian and Portuguefe troops exceeded 
fourteen thoufand men. Very frequent accounts from 
Toulon were fent over and publifhed in the Gazette, 
if it were but of a Ikirraifh of two hundred men ; and 
in order to prepoflefs the Nation with a favourable 
idea of this new acquifition, the health, fpirits and 
fafety of the garrifon were regularly blazoned in all 
the pomp of official confidence. As our (hrewd and 
trufty Admiral had fucceeded fo unexpededly in ne- 
gociating his entry into Toulon, he was too fanguinc 
in his expeftation of extending this new fyftem of 
•gaining ports along the whole coaft of France. He 
fent four (hips of the line with private inftrudions to 
the different ports of France, two to Bred, one to 
L'Orient, and the other to Rochfort. In the. multi- 
plicity of tongufes which were fpoken by the different 
corps, frequently miftakes in the orders produced no 
fmall confufioh.. Difagreements alfo arofe to a con- 
fiderable height between the Spaniih and the £ngli& 
Admirals concerning the difpofition of the French 
ihips ; the Spaniih claiming as nearefl: of kin to the 

infant 
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infant Monarch, and in virtue of their old Family 
eompaft, the more immediate power and controul 
over the Truft Fund, which confifted of Bourbon 
property : the Britiih Admiral urged the circum- 
ftances of acquifition and poffeflion as the ftronger 
claims to management and the prior right of indem-* 
ficatipn for the rifks and charges of procuring the 
property. 

Lord Hood finding that the inactivity of fo many 
veffels in the harbour of Toulon would not much 
forward the general fervice, fent off afmallfquadroii 
to extend his conquefts into Cprfica. General Paoli 
had promifed to co-operate by land whenever the 
ihips fliould appear off the coaft. The expedition 
Tailed for two reafons, which the Gazette announces 
in more words than were abfolutely neceffary to in- 
form us, that the Corficans would do nothing and 
the Britifh fquadron could do nothing againft the 
town of Florenze which they were fent to take. — 
Though the Gazette account be particularly diffufe 
in attempting to reconcile the failure of this expedi- 
tion to the patient people of Great Britain, who are 
naturally fond of reading the fucceffes of their fleets ; 
the moft efficient caufe of the failure has been unfor- 
tunately forgotten by the compiler, which would 
have inftantly foothed every difappointment. This 
was the fatal error of adopting the exploded fyftem 
o( battering inftead of negociating their entry into the 
town. Pofterity however will be indebted to them 
for the difcovery which they have made in this unfuc- 
cefsful attempt upon the town of Florenze : v/i2, that 
a frigate may receive more damage than flie can do 
againft land batteries of fuperior weight of metal ele- 
vat0^ above her : and that the diftances from the bat- 
teries to the fliips and from the (hips to the batteries 
aape reciprocal and equal. For we are informed by 
this inftruftive Gazette, that although a clofe, and 
powerful cannonade bad been kept up by the fquadron 

till 
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tldlA qiuarier before eighty no Mfiifk mpVi^n ffi^f 
made : s^nd yet that the fliips of the fiqua^roii w^gre 
fnuch damaged ; and therefore, uppp the joint ppipi* 
on of five Britiih captsiiiis chat there was po prpi^^ 
of fuccefs, th^ fignal was made for difooptifiiiipg ^he 
jittack. In the prefent regaaeT?^te^ ipirit of the Bri- 
tiih Conftitution, credulity on ojke fidis of the qi^of- 
tioned feems not to have been confined wi^hjii ihi^ 
ifland. " The Alcide is i^&t materiaUy doinf^d in i?er 
** ma/ts or riggingj but the Ardent md CoiirfigfiUi; have 
" ft^^^^d wry confiderably in bqih from being e^pqfed 
** to the raking fire <f the io^n if Flprenz^^ thou^ 
«< ev^y infflrFutthn hadaffifred m, the difianfe rf that 
^* place ims too great for guns tp have any .^^h.^*-r^ 
JPity it was, that theire were not fomf friends of xhP 
people at Toulofl to b^ve qpeftioqed th^ truth of this mr 
formatiop, as they had th^t pf gpinteftd^ attj^k ^poi^ 
4he Tower of t^ondon ia I>^<^naJb«r 1 79,2. XheJqwR- 
iiron had be^n lying in the giilpb of ,Flpffn»^ff«>»L 
jtfie flift to the 30th of the ,mpfith, during wJ»Qh 
time it i^preftiined by the igiiprjipt, whi<ih i^ €v«r 
thicgre^teft p;^T|t.of oiaoHmd, thftt jtfep diftifiC^SiCQuW 
Ijave bee^ jafcert^ined, %t jwhiqh <he ^eet <puld etflw 
^nnpy the eneq^y or 1^ ;wKiQy§d b^y tfeein. Tte 
.piighty for<;f of jj^rtillery ufhicb di^.fp waf^MiWfgP 
to our fleet <:pniifted of twonipr-u^s, fpyr tweaty- 
fomr povinder^, two «ight poi^4er« m^ og^ fpwr 
ppuawr in ^e r^d^uht of JFon^iHi^ aftd fpw mm- 
Xijm a»d PM^ twepty-fqur ppuQ^eosiiii ^ tpwa.of 
Flor^n^. 

The powers pf Lord Hood ?pp«9r tOrbare.^Kceed- 
«d whajiever hftd b^n before d^lfig^tj^d.tpraay^ritifli 
Admiral : f very ^&. of his frpsn jtfefc iPiioelajnatiM IP 
the Toulq^efe to his failii)g fromthQir pprt^ jWlifee 
looked uppn,?is th^ ads pf thofei, ftppu whom mw- 
^vi%^W%j^x^%* k M^as m noprpveroeat ypon^tiie 
old fyfteip pf war, for ^ Britiih fqu^rpu to ^ntAxix 
ijieutral port and cajpturc thw ifwjgpiy's veflek lyitg 

under 
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^hnc^er me proteaioh olF a neutral pbwet. feTght jIfeiDs 
bf the liAe ind fix frigates from Toulon ehtereS, tne 
J^ort of Genoa. The Scipid of 74 guns ranged aloqc;- 
f fidie tfee M*6defte a iFfench frigate at anchor in the 

Bort, and ifummbhed her itb ilrike. iThe French an- 
IwQre^ with a^broadfide. Hie Scipio retiirheci two 
tirqadficfes /and lioarded the frigate, tart of the cr^w 
w'erfe cdt to pieces iii attempting to deifehd her, ,tlle 
reft efcaped by fwimmin^ to the fhore. Two Frehcn 
crujiserjs ttiaTed the Fate of the iVTodeft'c. In anv for- 
mer war thjfe wourd nave beien the ihoft dilreft and 
nagraii't violation of the laws of nations. , It was a 
nhgular eiahiple fet Sy tliut Goverhnieht which late- 
• iy upbVaidea Ihe French for .baying ^expofed afl their 
netivbourinz naiions io we repeated attacks of feroci- 
cm anarchy y the natural ana pubhc enemy of all public 
ora^r. ^ ^^ . ^^, . . ,.» . .., .-.• • ^, 

r^'dvicienc^ . (eehied dt length . to have affbrd^d 
Xbrd bowe a favourable opportunity of revivijijz the 
worn-down Jpim^ of his fleet,, and regaining the de- 
ctiriing cbnndence of his friends and patrons. ^ 
£xtra5 was lent uji .ito the Admiralty from tjie jog* 
boot of tKe Mojaiz^Qj the laft ihip conie into port 
from Lbra Howe^O^^^ ; that on the 1 8th ibft. ixi 
ih^ morrimg, a t'f ench fquadron confifting of leveri- 
ieen fail, nine of the line and the reft frigates, wa^s 
ieeh bearing duwn on the Britifli fleet.; that at v^if, 
o'clock they hauled their wincl, on which Lo^d liowe 
niadefignal for a general chafe.. At fix in the^evep- 
ing the Montague fprung her tpp-ii^afts and was oq- 
li^ed to bring to, being then according to cpmputar 
tioh three leagues a-ftern ot the. French .fe[uar 
ciron, ^nd five mUes a^head of Lord itoweY ^ejp» 
Incredible was the ekuUaiion of the naitipn gTt tl^cj^ 
ceipc o^ this news : tbe failur^s^ at Dunkfrfe, Maq- 
beuge arid Coffica were forgotten j .^very ^pa/^ .misr 
fortune, every peridinE hazard tirere fwjjl lowed up in 
fl^e anticipated Turety of annihilating by tnii capture 
(tie remaining maritime tbrce of France. Lord 
Nn Howe 
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Howe after three weeks abfence emerged from the 
mift that had enveloped both fleets, and brought 
l)ack all bis own fhips fafe into port. He received 
the well-earned laurels for having prevented any 
of them from falling into the hands of the fero- 
cious republicans. The Britifli fleet was confbled 
in the aflurance, that the French were ftill quicker 
in running away, than we could be in purfuing 
them. 

The year was drawing tbwards a conclufion, and 
the Miniiier was not a little anxious to improve the 
balance of the yearly accounts, which he muft foon 
lay before Parliament. No very large profits had 
arifen out of any of his ventures ; immenfe fums 
had been advanced and loft in Flanders : the whole 
equipment for the Channel feryice had returned no 
gain: the profits of the Mediterranean treaty were 
Aill doubtful and ftill coftly : the advances made in 
foreign engagements could not yet make any return: 
confidence and credit began to decline, and the ap* 
i^roachibg hour of Accounting to the Nation made 
nim refolve upon hazarding what he had been long 
preflfed and urged in vain to attempt. The Earl of 
Moira had in the coutfe of the month of June ex- 
pre0cd his opinion that the only eifedual meafure 
for reftoring monarchy and peace to France, would 
be to give fubftantial fuccour to the Royalifts with- 
in the Kingdoiii. Innumerable applications and 
offers upon this fubjeft had been made to the 
Minifter in the tourfe of the year. The original 
objeftion againft this plan muft have been, that 
It did not exa£Uy h\l in with our lately avowed 
fyftem of indemnification. Cities that might fall 
into the hands of the Royalifts, even with ous 
alfifta^ce, could not be taken and holden either 
in the name of the Emperor as Valenciennes, nor 
in that of the King of Great Britain as Dunkirk 
was fuxnmoned, nor in truft for I^ouis SLVII like 
3 TOuloa. 
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1V>ulon. The Earl of Moira not being initiated 
in all the political fecrets and private alliances of 
the Minifter, had expreifed the opinion of a ju* 
dicious and brave officer, and of an upright and 
iincere patriot; and he then exprefled his readi* 
nefs to attempt the ei^ecution of the plan which 
bis judgment direfled him to propofe for the good 
-^aod honour of his country. His fervices were 
then accepted ; and were to be called for when the 
better judgment of the Minifler ihould point out 
the favourable moment of fuccefs. Difpatch in ex- 
ecution favoured too much of republican energy ; 
cautious progreilion was the true mode of enfuring 
effe£( to prudent meafures : the Fabian fyftem could 
alone counterafl that of anarchy and confufion. 
Unus bomo nobis cun£fando rejiitmt rem. However^ 
after much confultation, infinite reludance and fome 
preparation, it was publickly refolved upon to fend 
out an expedition under Lord Moira to the interior 
of France by the avenue of St. Maloe*s, which 
was to be immediately attacked and taken ; he was 
to have with him 10,000 Britifh and 6000 Hefljan 
troope. 

The accounts which were in this month publi(hed 
by the National Convention were very unfavourable 
to the caufe of the Royalifts. But as no credit was 
to be given to this horde of liars and aiTaffins, it 
might have been an additional inducement to their 
enemies, to aft upon the contrary fuppofition of 
their fuccefs. Although fome of their accounts 
have certainly been exaggerated, yet unfortunately 
for this country, too much truth of pur fufferings 
and difgraces and of their own fuccefs has been firlb 
announced from their Afferably. From hence we 
leaxnt the ^condemnation by the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunal, and the execution of Briflbt and his whole 
party in ihirty-feven minutes, which fufficed to 
ftrike off the beads of thef^ criminals, and to dig a 
N n 2 grave 
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gnyA fet ffi^taiyin; Ak wasi the crioic. fot \|{1ijqIi 
they wer^ Condemned ; and that the iofamous oxoa- 
fier of bareix^fe ancl iniquity £galiti^ fu&r^d, ^t^%^ 
4aya after for the fame caufe ; that the RepubJUcaoji 
had difcovered and defeated a plot for delivering up 
Strafburgto the combined fbrce$ ; and that ag/si;. 
having executed feveral hundreds for heipg qoa- 
cicrned in it, they had railed the fiege o£ iaii(lau« 
and gained very fignal advantages over the conJ^ine^ 
armies of the Rhine* 
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Mr* AjTiftr andiMr, Palmr/ent^ncedto bji tra^/pfwUdi 

for fiditi<mp,ra3iceA i>f atUMftting. ig bring^aboiiha, 

Reform in^PoFMamni'^Jiccuf^tm andi acquittal :^i 

Mr. Hcmiiton Rm^artrrr%rM,md:a(%uifthl, tf^'tAi^ 

. Proprietoa. ofc the AUrmg. Gbrom^JtrrGmi^nfm 
at. Edinln(rgbr-tifad^.,of)i&m arrjified^Parl oJiSfg, 
DoTvingo furrmd^redtyibe.Royalifi^ inJh nm^^oj^ 
Loufs, XNlhTrRlot ef,: StraJImfg difctmrfAxTzM. 
i^t to entangle SwMzfirlan/iJn tbs.gfinera^i QfH&K 
deracy'^America pre/er^jS^Mrn^Mtr^^^ 
AmbaJSkior. in LondmSnumram^ qfj J^thim 
Mis/Attunes, 

N OTWIXHST AK&DINiG. tfce many, aodi xs^ 
portant occafiona which calUd upoa the attentipiLQ£r 
Goveroment ia tbie feveral theat]:e$ oCwar, lA^vshicbk 
we are unfortunately engaged^ the moArUori^entillg^ 
fpirk of. profecuting eyery exertion, at bom^ tapiior 
cure a Parliamentary Reform, was. kept up. and. eor 
forced by examples of unprecedented, rigow. ^hi^ 
favourite objedL feems. to have, been latd^ puxfa^ 
lyith more regularity and pexfeseranffi. by ita^advi^i* 
cates in Scotland^ thaa in. zix% otner. part. q£ the* 

Britifh 
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Britifll Empire. Mr. Muir was the firfl: perfba 
found guilty of fedition for the part he had taken 
at dijBFerent meetings convened for the purpofe 
of bringing about this reform : he was fentenced by 
the Court to be tranfpcfrted beyond the feas to fucb 
place as bis Majefty svith the advice of his Privy Coun^ 
cil Jhould judge proper , for the [pace of fourteen years. 
Mn Palmer was alfo condemned to be tranfported 
for feven years, for a fimilar offence. The feverity 
of thefe fentences, which it is to be prefumed were 
intended to deter people from purfjiiing the fame 
objedy did not produce the effed which was in- 
tended or expeded. Mr. Muir was conveyed in 
the dead of the night on board a King's fliip in 
Leith Roads. Molt of the focieties in that part of 
the Ejngdom immediately publiihed declarations pf 
their refolutions to perfevere in their p^ceable en- 
deavours to procure a reform of the abufes of which 
they complained. The amiable qualities of the in- 
dividuals who were condemned, excited a general 
fympathy for their fufferings ; and the general pre- 
diledion for the opinions upon Parliamentary Re* 
form, to which they were looked upon as martyrs, 
provoked difcuifions upon the very queftion. MeOrs.. 
Muir and Palmer have been fome time confined in 
chains with the common felons on board the hulks 
at Woolwich. 

An attempt was made in a mod extraordinary 
manner to draw Mr. Hamilton Rowan of Ireland 
into a like fentence: he had fcarcely arrived at 
Edinburgh when he was apprehended as a feditious 
perfon and taken before the Sheriff*, where he un- 
derwent a very minute and inquifitorial exaipination. 
The petition of the Procurator Fifcal to tbeSberiff' 
for the warrant to arreft him, fet forth that meet- 
ings bad been called and holden in that country for 
the avowed purpofe of overturning the Conftitution» 
and Mr. H. Rowan, being Secretary of the United 

Jriflimcn 
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Inflimen in Dublin, had fetit over an addrefe from 

[ them to th^ perfons ftyling themfelves the Conven- 

tion of the iFriends of the People in Scotland, and 
this with a wicked and malevolent intention of for- 
warding the moft feditious purpofes. Nothing fe- 
ditious being proved againft Mr. H. Rowan, he was 
difmifled upon giving bail to the amount of 3,000 
merk8. 

The acquittal of Mr. H. Rowan put a ftop for 
ibme fhort time to the frequency of accufations and 
informaitions in Scotland againfl perfons for being 
friends and well-wi(hers to a Parliamentary Reform. 
In England however the fpirit of information and 
profecution which had been blown into fuch an 
• unconftitutional flame by * Mr. Reeves^s aflbcia- 
tors, received a moft powerful and timely check 
in the good fenfe, uprightnefs and firmnefs of an 
Englifli Jury. The Attorney General had filed 
an information againft Mr. Lambert and others. 

I for pfihting and publifhing a feditious libel in 

thq Morning Chronicle, which confifted of a 
bate infertion without any comment of the 
proceedings and refolutions of a fociety for po« 

I litical information holden at Derby in July 1792. 

After a trial of many hours the Jury at feven o'clock 
in the evening went to Lord Kenyon's houfe with q^ 

y fpecial verdia Gusllf of publi/bing, but with notmU'^ 
cious intent. His Lordfliip telling them that he 
could not record this verdift, the Jury withdrew, 
and at five o'clock in the morning returned with a 
general verdift Not guilty. It is faid that Mr. Reeves 

I the afibciator was a very anxious . attendant upon 

r • It IS impofiible to fpeak in too flattering terras of the fcnfi- 

bie, eloquent and coniiitutional fpeech which Mr. Erflcioe made 
mt the 2 2d of laH January, at the meeting of the Friends to 
the Liberty of the Prefc, wrhen ihey met to proteft againfl: Mr ^ 
Reeves's and fuch Aflbclations for the general purpofe of infor^ 
pation and profecution. : - 

' this 



tMt h6 dcfelt of the combined iirmfes-, in6 Ittfe of 
^cfets colild be To prejddiciki to the fyfteni of /thfeiif. 
1bciaV?oft , as tfi'e ^cqiiitml 6f the Befendam. lliis tva$ 
theliV'ft profecafioh evler bi-bii^ht igaifaft the jf)Vo'^rre. 
¥6Vs ttif this ihftrbaive, learned and truly coiiftitti. 
tioMl iewfjiap'cVfittce itk firft ihftitutidh. 

, A very numerous affociatiou met at Edinbur^ 
^d ftyiefl theftifelvlei & Cbnyeiitioh of Delegates for 



fei thkt ihy Meffr^: GeHld', MirpBt; Sinclair; Ck- 
feidferi, Rdft feti. arid jUn: Skirviil and BB^, 
Mcfiibfers of this ConveiiHoh fPotti diffeiTEttt Sd- 
gifetJfe^ In Eiiglkiid ind Scotland for obtaining 4 fe- 
fcrih of the rtprieMititiBh inPiHianient, were tiikfen 
feitS cdftb^y by order of the ^Sheriff, ahd catrfed 
feWAVe hiih to be ei^mihed. This <vas th<^ firft fd:^ 
Heti that hid debl&reH iti priilcibl^ of thK ^eclflc 
fhodfe 0^ i^cfbrni >*hich theV aiitied at : the^ tathef 
aiii)Ieired foiti'e t*ell:^f(bets to the gferiei-al caufe* pF 
ffcforMi by iffefHnj^ ah iittUatfdh of Ihe Ffetrch GoH- 
rSflHon in thfeir title arid in their itibdfe of ddHriiffiii^ 
^fch 6WA k, their ihfeetih^^ by the iippeUatiori of 
BH^h. TheTe crrcuniflkricd, though trivfal' i'd 
AfeffifeTva arid riot irirririgMjg- ^riy MM bi the lariS^ 
itfgfit t^erhap^ vSth niofe prxidebce afnd polity Mtfe 
bWiffi omitted. They a|jj)eir tb have befen JCdoptej^ 
Bv triftt in the riibfeerit of irrifetmri at belri^ fbiledt 
ih i, Variety of legal att^mpB to Wbg^ their gfie*;^ 
ifecAS tmder the corifideration of Pafliairifent ; iii 
order to at traft attention, by circumftances alto- 
giltHef hew, though in thlemfelves . inrioci^^^ 
g^l.' . it befpeaks, particulaTly in \ioit copl ,and wary 
cbflrsi^r of the dcotch^ a firm and urifiikken ddter- 
ittihation to ptrfeviste igdttft dVery jidflSble ipfri£j\i8ifc'i 
iniheir legal and conditutional enoits to ptd'care i 

reform 



te&rm m tbe repiefeota^tiou of the people iivPaf^ 
liameot. 

In the loQg dearth of joyful tidingps the fediogp 
of the good pec^le of the metropolis were gratified 
by the uaaccuftomed ibund of the Park and Toww 
guns to aiinoiince to them, not the defeat of the 
French army aor the capture of their 6eeif, nor the 
fuccefs of L(^d Moira's expedition, but the kttudiag 
of fome hundred raen on the now defolated filaod 
of Su Donwngo^ The fort of St. Nichqlai, whkh 
was pcdflfefled hy the Royaliift party who were t^o 
weak to keep it, had furiendered it up in the name 
of Louis XVII i!o a detachment of Britifii troops 
from Jamaica. Jeremie, which was called the key 
of the Ifland, had followed the exampte. 

The doftrine of Trufts was not equally under- 
ftood by the Crermaas. as by us: our late a^vowal 
that indemnijkation was an objeS; for coni^inuiog the 
war (it could not have been our ob)e£i ia comm^fto 
ing in) throws mdeed fonie light upon the fubje^ ; 
for the fuise means of indemnification are to pQ0^d(s 
the property, out of which the reimburfement is to 
atife. The city of Strafburgh offered to fubmit in 
this manner to Generai Wurmfer ; but he not un- 
derilanding the fiheife oi the fyftem». fcK^li&ly de- 
eUnied entering upon this condition^ and gave the 
citizens fis: days to propoib other condijtiops : in this 
Interval 45>ooO' vepuhlicaa* troops arrsved^ the plot 
m^. difcovered^ and avenged in th« beft. blood of 
Alface. 

Oar negociating Min^fter was indefatigable in his 
efibr:»s to ftrengthsnr the confederacy againft the 
eaemyi which, hadhifchtfrto baffled every effbrt and 
exertion ajgaiaft them. Lord Robert Fit:;g^rald was 
diradoi to peifuade or imicnidate theSwi& Campus 
out of theic neutrality ; hut hitherto the attempt has 
proved unfuccefafut The prudencr and. firmnefs 
of' the Anuerican States have hitherto kept them 

O o * from 
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from entering Into an alliance with France, as wcSl 
as induced them to refift the attempts of our Cabi- 
jiiet to dsaw them out of their neutrality. To com- 
plete in fliort the fyftera of a general confederacy 
of air the powers pf Europe, we are gratified b^ 
the new and unprecedented fight of a Turkifli Am-r 
balTador in London. This preference of the Divan 
to our court we hope is grounded in fome treaty 
beneficial to the commercial interefts of the coun* 
try: but as every frefh confederate in this fatal 
combination againft France is an additional winding 
to .the labyrinth, no well-wifter to his country can 
hope to fee the crufade embelliifhed by the Ottoman 
Crefcent. 

The firft year of this difaftrous and calamitous 
warfare is now clofed. The enormous price of the 
dearly bought experience is the lead of the evils we 
have to lament. The foul fickens at every view 
that prefents itfelf. Never did a fyftem of meafurcs 
pronounce fo harih, fo lamentable a condemnation 
of the advifers. Well indeed may Britain weep at 
the cataftrophel 

The defehcelefs and abandoned Royalifis every 
where vanquifhed and butchered: mowed down at 
Lyons from one hundred and forty to twenty- five thou- 
fand fouls : unable to gain the fea-fliore either to be 
fuccoured or trafifported : frefh accounts of unarmed 
multitudes of twenty thoufand butchered in cold 
blood t Earl Moira's expedition^drop.t, from convic- 
tion of the improbability of its fucceeding againft 
the aftivhy and energy of the enemy. Toulon dif. 
gracefully abandoned, before witneffes from every 
naticm in Europe, with the piteous bbaft of having 
left the arfenals and (hips in flames, and the unman- 
ly regret of our impotence tocxtend the devaftation. 
The atniies of the Rhine driveh back with unheard 
of flau'ghter, traverfing with giant ftrides the grpijind 
which by inches they had gained and drenched with 
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the Wood of melancholy viftory. An enraged enemy 
glutting their infatiablevengeancein theblood of their 
royal countrymen immolated to the menacing pride 
and cruehies of an inefficient foederacy of crowned 
heads in the caufe of Royalty. At; home credit on 
the wane ; bankruptcies innumerable ; manufadures 
at a ftand ; the poor . out of work ; the middle 
clafles daggering under the preffure of exifting and 
threatened with an accumulation of frefh taxes : the 
rich foured at the enormity of their prefent pay- ' 
ments to the State, and forced by the fympathy of 
human nature to the daily increafmg contributions 
to their own poor as wqll as the numerous diftreflcd 
emigrants from France, whofc exile we have hither- 
to foftened, but whofe return we have rendered def- 
perate. No profpefl of fadcefs ; no advantage feea 
in it if obtained. The profperity of the-nation va- 
niflied, its happinefs deftrpyed, its welfere endan- 
gered. Some frightened into difcontent and difmay 
by the boundlefs profpcft of exifting miferies ; others 
foured and irritated at the calumny of fedition and 
ireafon : many fearing the propagation and preva- 
lence of French principles ; more dreading the en- 
ergy of French arms, and the feducing exaftiples of 
French fucceffesj all bewailing paft loffes and mif* 
fortunes ; none catching a ray of future conqneft : 
all groaning under the throbbing pangs of' national 
diftreffes and calamities ; except thofe who by their 
feqfonable convidiom have fecured to themfelves ho- 
nours, preferments and wealth from the continuance 
And Qxtenfion of their country\wretcbednefs. 
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CONCLUSION^ 



HOUOH Jucb be the gloomy fituatiou of p^^ 
}ic affaira, w^ muft ^oK encourage the defpondency 
which it i$ top likely tQ excite. We have, faithfully 
Retailed the events wluch have led to it, and we 
think it U iiopoifible to pvqrlook the principle to 
lirhich ^lofe events are afcribable. The cbaradter of 
thepubiic miod may 12^ general be coUe^ed from pub* 
lie niealW^ :. li it be tainted with prejudice, it will 
i)e foi^nd iavourable to nieafures t|nfqun4 in their 
principle and rwnousi in their tendency. When the 
ppwerful convi^tiom of the public judgment are 
lliade to yiisld to the influence of an infidious elo- 
quence, pr rendered fubfervient to the projects of a 
Machiaveiian iyiksmy it becomes incompetent to the 
duty of v^atchmg over the public interefts, it is nei- 
ther difppted nor capable' of fuggefting the meafures 
of ibi|nd pplicy, an4 i^ ofj^en too deeply interefled 
In the;^fupcef|s^ of the wofft of fuestfuife^ ^ retrain 
their adoption or to avert their confequences. The 
▼ice of the principle is fuddenly felt in the calami- 
ties with which it is attended. In vain can we hope 
relief from the evils we now feel, or fecurity from 
their increafe, but by calmly and difpaffionately in- 
veftigating the caufes which have led to them. Let 
us indiiodually endeavour to eradicate from our 
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m!dds thofe opbious which we tnay haVe albiiireti td 
acquire a growth that overfhadows the diftates isjf 
unbmffed truth and juftice. Let us each individuaU 
iy confider, whether we have not allowed our imme^ 
diiate and particular mterefts to influence our public^ 
conduft, and with a view to a temporary advantage 
to ourfclves, given our fandion to meafures, which 
uniefs timeiy ci:|eGked may put in hazard thofe 
bieifings wjiich a Confti^ution founded like the Con-^ 
ftittition of England, not on the vifibns of a heated 
or diftempcred imagination, but on principtes 
which unchecked in thefr operation by the arm of 
violence or mifreprefcnuatipnd of calumny mud nc* 
ceflarily produce. Lei us, Earning the feditiouf 
opinions of a Paine, and regardiefs of the brilliant 
eloquence of a Burfce, took at our Conftitution ai 
w« receiv^ed it from our aticcftors. Let us with 
minds ftrongly xmpieifed with the hiftory of thofe 
timt^ which gave to our country the illuftrrous fo- 
Hiily which now graces the throne, decide ivhether 
dse prerogative* allotted our Monarch by the Comftik 
tution do or do not exceed thofe of the ancient mow 
naxchy of France ? Let us from the hiftory of thofe 
days wlwh defined the rights ami duties of a Hou^ 
of Cbmmofts colte£l, wh^hier independence of cha-* 
ra£ter aad integrity of principle be an effential, or i 
departure frdm its oHginal inftitution ; and when wier 
flittll hate traced in the wiHom which direfted, and in 
ibc iittiniiers which eflFcQ-ed the Revolution^ that tine 
of demarcation which feparates prerogative ft(^cn 
privilggc, let ut endeavour to a&erciin ctie rajorivee 
which could induce^ a£i;d the nature of the poUc)f 
wbich cDukl encourage do<3>rine9, tiaat traduce t&e 
charwaer and betray the real mteflrefts of our C^^bn 
fthutiooi Viewed in it^ genuine form, it ftififcee: by 
m Biaje%^ and charms^ v;ith' its fimplicity. k iku^ 
not idQBBitditaB oB iddefioite ps^rogati^te^ n/dr'aianiui 
b^i tlwoinck^^Dce: a^:iinnf%a^ia^ ptivikgei ThA 
* * > knowledge. 
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knowledge of its principles are the feeds of public 
order and tranquillity. It is but from the traduc- 
tion of its genius and fpirit, that danger can be 
apprehended. True to its principles, internal dif- 
fendon could never difturb us, external violence 
might in vain aflfail us. Whether this monu- 
ment, the work of ages, has not of late been de- 
faced by the opinions of perfons in (ituatrons too 
commanding of attention not to give force and ex* 
tent to their fentiments, is a point of enquiry in 
which every individual is deeply concerned. Whe* 
ther thofe opinions were the refult of a malignant 
intent or the effeds of an imperfed knowledge of 
the fubjed, however the difference of motive may 
weigh in the fcale of morality, it has not I am afraid 
in any degree varied the political confequences* 
Affirming that the Conftitution of England has pre- 
fcribed boundaries to the prerogative, we rejeft as 
afperfion, if not as fedition, the ^odrine which 
afierts that thofe boundaries have been paffed. Af- 
firming that an independent Houfe of Commons 
does make a part of the Britifli Conftitution, we re- 
ject as calumny the opinions which maintain the.con- 
trary. But when we rejed fuch dodrines as uncon« 
ilitutional, we cannot feel ourfelves wholly indif- 
ferent to any mark of public attention confiprred on 
thofe who have maintained or favoured them ; for 
in the confequences of that attention we trace the 
principle of no fmall portion of the exifting difcon- 
tent. To difpel the gloom which obfcures the pub- 
lic judgment, the ftrongefl: lights of truth and rea- 
fon are neceflary. Such lights are not to be expe&- 
ed from thofe who have wilfully favoured the delu- 
fion. Under thefe circumftances it were a want of 
gratitude to the individual, it were a want of re* 
gard for the public intereft, to overlook that manly 
intrepidity, which in the hour of the moft formida- 
ble and accumulated prejudice ftood betvett the 
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country and the agitation and alarm tinder which it 
aded. When the language of perfonal inveftive 
was fubftituted for fair difcuffion, when the ftrongeft 
perfonal protocation might have drawn the indivi- 
dual from the vindication of the Conftitdtion to the 
vindication of his own charader and condud, we 
found Mr. Fox difregarding every danger, but that, 
which might aflfeft the Conftitution of his Country, 
dating, illuftrating and vindicating its principles 
with a force of eloquence which nothing but a ge- 
nuine fenfe of its value could have infpired. When 
malice would paint him hoftile to the Government 
of his country, his defence were indrudions for 
rendering that Government impervious to all af- 
faults. Dlfdaining the advantage which he might 
have derived from the ruin of a rival ftatefman, we 
found him anxious to avert that very mifchief which 
would alone infure it. Charged with enmity to our 
Conftitution, he vindicated its perfedions : charged 
with the ambitious views of difpladng his rival, he 
inftruded him in tbofe leflbns which could alone 
render him worthy to retain his fituation. Conver- 
fant with the various refources of his country, and 
its general attachment to the Conftitution, he exe- 
crated the policy which gave ground to our enemies 
. to confider us a divided people, and reprobated the 
meafurcs which tended to divide us. A fteady ad- 
herence to the Rights of Nations is at all times 
fomething more than a duty; it is the foundeft 
policy ; it gives luftre to fuccefs, and dignity to ad- 
verfity. He ftrenuoufly oppofed that policy which 
renders jufticc pliant to the indefinite variety of 
human events. His purfuits in life had not led him 
to ftudy our Penal Code in its m'inute detail ; his 
mind however was too curious in its general re- 
fcarches to have overlooked its principles, which 
involved the lives and liberties of his fellow-fub- 
jefts. On a queftion of widening the Criminal 
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Code, w€ fouiid him illufirating the policy of 
our anqeftcw in fimpjifying thq Law of Trea* 
fon with a power wbi,ch the moft leamed and 
s^cote of his opponents found irre6ftible.. His op- 
pofitioB ta a war for procuring obje^ whkh 
w^re attaipable by negqciarign is; weU known; 
^n4 we now feverely feel the confeqn^iceis of re^ 
* jeSing as the language of faftion the diftaties of 
found judgment and pure patriotifm. !n vain 
was the neceffity aggvavaied; in defcription; ia 
vain did eloquence attempt to miilead hia jodg-» 
pient by fafteni^g on his pafHons ; no art could 
conceal from him the real interefts of his country : 
be faw them didindly throi^b the hazy mift of 
prejudice and paffion; and be ftated prophetically 
the effefis of departing from that fyftem of neu* 
trality which would at o^ce laave fecured and im« 
proved t^ em* Whilft pt^ns inftrufted^ reafon^ he 
if^as unable to bear up againd the tide of opimoa? 
though lam^ntiiig the event Oif the ^onteft, we fou&d 
him aAxio^s to avert the accomplifhmeat of tus 
prediftions. With the voice of patriotifm he ex-i 
borted thofe who had the coiuift^ of the war to d& 
play thf greatne6 and energy of their country ia 
^e wifdpm ajid vigour of condufHng i$. Heiie 
we will p^ufe.. Though few may coafrder dienoH 
felyes competent to decide upon the neceffity of 
(be wai, na man feels himfetf imompetent to prc^ 
9punice upoiji the effefts of ilS* The ftrenguh of 
Great Britain is known but b^y the preflujiie of the; 
occa^npn; tQ be ^edive^ it mud. be direded. \^ 
the wifdpm aia^d enforced by the vigour of the: 
great ftatefn^n, who rejefting the little policy oF 
ipifguiding the public opinioa by dint of power^ 
aSts upon the broadeft principle of national pdicyi 
and univerfal jutlice* If the national ftrengtb have 
not hitherto been fo aiSited^ we cannot indeed proK 
nounce upon its fufficiency to the puiipo&& of the 
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war $ but' we osay venture to pronounce upon the 
expediency of entrufting its direftion to other man 
nagemeiit. If it have been fo affifted, it is infuffi- 
cienit For the purpofes of the war ; and as an ho- 
nourable peace can fcarcely be expefted to be ob- 
tained tlfirough the medium of a Miniftry* which 
has raifed more enemies againft it by the virulence 
b!f declamation than it has fubdued by the force of 
arms, we muft look up t(j) another medium of ne- 
gpaation : the medium of a Miniftry which can 
difpafljonsitely weigh the pretenfions of independent 
States,, and drckw the line neceffary to the fecurity 
bf the Interefts ,of their country without infringing 
the rig*bts of other powers; a Miniftry which can 
rehier the ftrength of Great Britain fufficient to the 
vindication of its claims, without forcing other 
States into her quarrel by abandoning the general 
rights of national intercourfe. A Mir^i(ter impref-^ 
fed with the important truth, that for the meafures 
which neceflhy creates the author of the neceffity is 
refponfible, trufts not to the opportunity of revok- 
ing or retracing at a future period the ill-digefted 
decifioiis of the prefent ; but, feeling for the natio- 
nal cbara£l:er, examines each meafure in its princi- 
j)le, and vi^ws it in its probable confequences.— r 
When he approaches bis Sovereign for his fanftion, 
lie does it with at leaft a deliberate conviflion, ths^t 
it is a itieafure worthy his juftice and dignity to 
adopt. Such a Miniftry might even in our prefent 
critical fituation difpofe France to fue for peace : but 
ihould fhe decline thebleffing fo defirable to huma- 
nity, well might (he under fuch aufpices look for- 
ward with confidence to a fyftem of meafures which, 
giving to the energies of our country their due di- 
reftion, would fecure to them their fudl force and 
operation* Such a Miniftry, fpurning the wretched 
and paltry but infinitely mifchievous policy which 
feeds illiberal prejudice, breaks up the confidence of 
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focial life and tejefls the advantage which flows froni 
the freedom of political inveftigation, tvouy encou- 
rage nay folicit the candid difcuilion of its meafures. 
Separating its own claims to refped from thofe of 
the Conftitution, it would not brand as difaffedion to 
their country, what was merely oppofition to them- 
felves. The people of England love and cherifh 
their Cortftituticn : it may fuffer by an overzeal, but 
it will never be injured by perfidy. It is the key- 
ftone of our national ftrength ; our pride in the hour 
of profperity ; our confolation and rallying point un- 
der every preffure of adverfity. A Miniftry well 
verfed in its principles and difpofed to allow to thole 
principles their due operation, would never experi- 
ence the neceflity of founding the alarm of its dan- 
ger ; an almoft inftinftive perception of the approach 
of danger would place millions between the treafon 
and its perpetration. Such a Miniftry confident in 
the afieflion of their fellow fubjeds might command 
their united ftrength, which no longer palfied by 
the want of fuperior intelligence to direft, would 
find itfelf engaged in meafures at once honourable 
to themfelves and ferviceable to their country. To 
obtain fuch a Miniftry, prejudice muft yield to truth, 
difpaftionate enquiry muft fuperfede intemperate de- 
clamation, and private intereft give way to public 
exigency. 
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